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Explosive City 
reignite title race 
and end Liverpool's 
unbeaten run 

P62 









Depression 
risk doubles 
P10 
Top universities reveal drop in number of 
kuropeans who choose to study in Britain Tech giant's 
, rofit shock 
Huge hit to income expected as mounting Prof 
debts push struggling unis closer to collapse 
Academic and scientific institutions claim 7 Galeipeiie ine 
they ‘will need decades to recover from Brexit wonders of life 
. over 50 va 
Frenzied borrowing and uncertainty over UK's P19 K) NS 


future create higher education credit crunch 








A giant leap for 
Beijing as China 
lands on far side 
of the Moon 
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Unis face 
cash crisis — 
after fall d 
in students 
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Cold snap and 
chest infections 
could push 
NHS to limit 
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All prices, BT TV and BT Sport content subject to change at any time during the contract. Superfast Fibre: 91% coverage across the UK. Average 50 Mbps: based on speed available to at least 50% of customers at peak time (8 -LOpm). Your actual speed will be dependent on your 
Save up to £450: based on taking Superfast Fibre (was £35.99 a month now £29.99 a month) with BT Sport on Sky TV (was £12 a month now £6 a month) over 18 months and selected BT handset deals (now half price for 6 months with £10 upfront, includes £5 BT broadband discount over 18 months). 24 month contract applies to BT handset plans. Save £108: based on taking Superfast 
BT has already provided you with one). Payment by Direct Debit. BT Sport on Sky with BT broadband £12/month from month 19 with ongoing broadband contract renewal or £18.75/month. Requires Sky box and active viewing card, excludes multi-screen. Smartphone Plans: 24-month minimum term. Early termination charge may apply if you stop your service in the first 24 months, see 
com for more information. You must claim your BT Reward Card once your broadband is installed and within 3 months of placing your order on bt.com by entering your details on www.bt.com/claimmyreward and must activate the card within 3 months of issuance. Following a successful claim, your card will be sent to the broadband installation address. Offer, BT Reward Card & BT terms 


Incorporated. Blackhawk Network (UK) Ltd’s company registration number is 05802971 and its registered office is at Blackhawk Network, Westside, London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9TD. Subject to availability. 
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Save Superfast Fibre + Save 


Save Superfast Fibre + r3) 10 ees Galaey$9 Seas 


BT Sport onS 
over Z ky Superfast Fibre & BT Sport on 


Superfast Fibre £100 Superfast Fibre, plus: Sky, plus: 
= e 42 live Premier League ¢ 306B 60GB data 
* Totally unlimited usage games e Fast 4G and WI-Fi in more 


e 5x faster on average than e Exclusive UEFA Champions places than O02, Vodafone 
standard UK broadband League and Three 


e No activation fee e No activation fee e 18 month contract 


e £86.99 amonth 
e 18 month contract e 18 month contract from month 7 


£9.99 postage e £9.99 postage ° £19.99 upfront 


Saving ends in 7 days 


pe | Join today 
BT v Search BT broadband 


Be There or call 0800 328 9041 





location, phone line, home wiring, Wi-Fi connection and time of day. Check your speed at BT.com/speed. 

Fibre Save £216: based on taking Superfast Fibre with BT Sport on Sky. Superfast fibre: for new customers. Compatible line required otherwise £49.99 connection charge may apply. Payment by Direct Debit. If you leave in the first year, we'll charge you up to £65 towards the cost of your new BT Smart Hub. Price from month 19 currently £52.49 a month. Includes a BT Home Hub (unless 
bt.com/terms. 5x faster than the UK’s average standard broadband speed of 9.6 Mbps at peak time, 8 — 10pm, (Ofcom UK Home Broadband Performance Report, May 2018). Fast 4G and wi-fi in more places: than 02, Vodafone and Three: To verify visit bt.com/moreplaces and for more information. 4G and wi-fi: 4G speeds vary by location, coverage and demand. For BT Wi-Fi see btwifi. 
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News 


EMPLOYMENT 
Matr x W444 rn MK) \\ a Top bosses have 
iMalcrer ya t Mili HN Hi a rat earned ‘year’s salary 


By lpm yesterday, Britain’s top 
bosses had been paid as much in 
2019 as some workers will earn this 
year. Chief executives of leading 
companies are paid 183 times as 
much as a worker on the national 
living wage (£7.83) - more than 
£1,000 an hour. PAGE6 


revealed for 
the first time? 
See poy 


cae 


a glance 





HEALTH FILM PEOPLE MEDIA 
Smokersknowless Poppinssequellags Missing mother ‘Kill vegans’ editor 
about vaping behind Avengers Snhiding’ withson  returnsasacritic 


Smokers and ex-smokers 
overestimate the potential harm 
from vaping, according to research 


Mary Poppins Returns is struggling 
to keep pace at the UK box office 
with 2018’s other blockbusters. It 
has taken £23.2m in cinemas after 


A young mother missing with 
her three-year-old son has “gone 
underground”, lawyers say. 


Former Waitrose Food magazine 
editor William Sitwell, who 
stepped down last year after 


controversially joking about “killing 
vegans”, is putting bread (and 
probably some meat) on his table 
again. The writer and broadcaster 
has been hired as a restaurant critic 


Ellie Yarrow-Sanders, 26, from 
Basildon, Essex, has not used her 
bank accounts or mobile since 
disappearing six months ago with 
Olly Sheridan, say solicitors for his 


from King’s College London. Fewer 
than six out of 10 of them believed 
that e-cigarettes are less harmful 
than tobacco. Smokers and those 
who have never tried electronic 


two weekends on release. While this 
was enough to put it at the top of the 
chart over Christmas, it is behind 
the £49.1m taken by Avengers: Infinity 





devices had most misconceptions. War after its first two weekends. father, Patrick Sheridan, 45. by The Daily Telegraph. 

Quote of the day CRIME RUSSIA TAX HISTORY 
UK manhunt for Search ends in Google moved Napoleon's treasure 
murder suspect collapsed flats €20bn to Bermuda ‘near Belarus’ 





Horse sense is the thinga 
horse has which keeps it 
from betting on people 


WCFIELDS 


oe 


Birthdays 
Rick Stein, chef, 72; 





Labrinth, record producer, 


30; Craig Revel Horwood, 
dancer, 54; Tina Knowles 
(below), fashion designer, 


UK ports and the Irish police are on 


alert as part of a full-scale manhunt 
to trace the partner of awoman 
found dead at her home in West 
Bromwich. West Midlands Police 
detectives are leading the search 
for “dangerous” Michael Foran, 32, 


who is wanted in connection with the 


death of 33-year-old June Jones. 


© 


The List 





Rescuers have ended the search 
of a collapsed Russian apartment 
building, after crews found one 
survivor and 89 victims. Officials 
think an explosion triggered by a 
gas leak caused the catastrophe on 


Monday in the city of Magnitogorsk. 


A 10-month-old boy was the only 


person found alive in the wreckage. 


Google moved €19.9bn (£15.8bn) 
through a Dutch shell company 
to Bermuda in 2017, to reduce 
its foreign tax bill according to 
documents filed at the Dutch 


Chamber of Commerce. “We pay all 
of the taxes due and comply with the 


tax laws in every country,” Google 
said in response. 


Treasure hunters searching for 
Napoleon’s supposed hidden 
treasure after his retreat from 
Moscow in 1812 have been looking 
in the wrong place, a historian has 
claimed. Viacheslav Ryzhkov said 
those looking in Lake Semlevo in 
Smolensk should focus on his home 
town in Rudnya, near Belarus. 


The output of UK power stations fell to the Lowest level since 1994, with renewable 
sources providing a bigger share of the nation’s energy and helping to limit carbon 


Lightbulb 
moments 


emissions. Efficiency measures, such as using LED lights, can reduce carbon emissions 
linked to global warming, experts say. Here are some tips from the Energy Saving Trust 








J Milner, on how you can be more energy efficient and how much money can be saved. 
anne eeane Everybody needs : 
Ormond, actress, 54; ood neighbours : , 
Beth Gibbons, singer, 54 § S £ Typical annual saving aad oe aS 4 
“howertes’ 


Generate your 
own electricity 
by fitting solar *: 


Sir David Attenborough has graced 
our TV screens for more than 60 
years and it seems it’s not just their 
front rooms but their fences that 
people would like to share with 
him. The naturalist has topped a 
list of celebrities the public would 
most like to live next door to. 





*In a four-person home | 


‘£70* 


ee a 
minute less 









( £15 


Turn off lights 








Tuesday 4 January 1785 every day £7 
The older of the Grimm 1Sir David Attenborough Usel—ED =) SOF OD | Wnt 
brothers, Jacob, is born 2 James Corden lighting 
in Hanau, Germany. The 3 Stephen Fry Install smart 
two helped friends with 4 Adele £35 meters 
research for acollection 5 Mary Berry to keep track 
of folk lyrics. One of the 6 Jamie Oliver of energy use 
authors, impressed by the 7 Idris Elba 
brothers, suggested they 8 Dame Judi Dench etch F ff 
publish some of the oral 9 Robbie Williams Bea eee 2 
folktales they collected. 10 The Beckhams rather than leave 
Only fill kettle —=, them on £30 
POLL: MAYFIELDVILLAGES —s a we _ eee : as muchas ae standby 
Subscribe toiat you need £6 spi 
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ThePage3Profile SPACE ae els 
ROBERT AND AVRIL SMITH, Astronaut in orbit Oliver Duff 
WOULD-BE RAFFLE ORGANISERS called 911 by mistake = iairewscout Pa p 





Who lives in ahouse like this? 

It could be you. Or rather, it could 
have been you. Instead of putting the 
£500,000 property on the market 
when they decided to sell up, this 
retired couple organised a raffle, with 
the four-bedroom home serving as 
the star prize. 


r'lltakea strip of five, thanks. 


You're out of Luck. Avril and Robert Smith had cancer 10 years ago and EDUCATION on Ultima Thule... 

Smith have had to call off the draw the couple's daughter Rachel died @ bcd 

on the orders of the UK gambling three years ago from Sudden Adult Dublin may fund Tomorrow I'll have news about 
regulator, the Gambling Commission. Death Syndrome. NI students’ fees something new ini. 


The couple said it was with “sincere 
regret and upset’ that they had 
cancelled the raffle for the property in 
Grosmont, North Yorkshire. 


Why was ita non-runner? 

Ina post on the website set up by the 
couple to administer the competition, 
they said: “The Gambling Commission 
has deemed the competition a 


potential lottery and not a legal prize 
competition. We... offer a full refund.” 


Sounds like they'll have to keep the 
home fires burning. 

It wasn't just the house that was 
up for grabs. The “jackpot” also 





comprised an outdoor heated pool 
(inset), Log cabin, orangery and hot tub. 


Why would they leave sucha 

plush pad? 

They want to move closer to their son 
in Harrogate, also in North Yorkshire. 
The Smiths hoped to sell 60,000 of 
the £10 tickets and planned to donate 
£60,000 to Cancer Research UK - Mrs 


What now? 

The Smiths are open to offers on 
the house, and ticket refunds can be 
claimed through their website. “We 
understand the disappointment 

to youall and can only apologise 
sincerely,” they said. 


Katie Grant 


The Dutch astronaut Andre Kuipers 
has admitted he accidentally called 
US emergency services on board 

the International Space Station. The 
60-year-old, who spent more than 
200 days among the stars over two 
missions in 2004 and 2011, forgot to 
dial O first when trying to make a call 


to Earth from space. have a new space race, as China 
suddenly announces it has landed 
on the Moon (page 7). This after 
ART Nasa explored the most distant 
P object so far reached in space 
Beyonce helps to set - the small, icy world of Ultima 
record Louvre visits Thule, 6.5 billion km from Earth. 


The Louvre in Paris received a 
record 10.2 million visitors in 2018, 
the numbers boosted by a video clip 
shot by pop star Beyoncé among its 
paintings and sculptures, it said. 
The museum also credited the 
box-office success to its flagship 
exhibition on the French master, 
Delacroix, last year. 


ENVIRONMENT anyone who wants a competent 
e Transport Secretary, Chris 

Germany hits new Grayling continues in office 

clean energy heights despite the evidence. From the 


Renewables overtook coal as 
Germany’s main source of energy for 
the first time last year, accounting 
for just over 40 per cent of electricity 
production. Europe’s biggest 
economy aims for renewables to 
provide 65 per cent of its energy 

by 2080 in a costly transition as it 
abandons nuclear power by 2022. 


The Irish government is considering 
a grant scheme for Northern Ireland 
students applying to universities 

in the Republic, to avoid possible 

fee increases post-Brexit. A-level 
students in Northern Ireland say 
they are not sure whether they will 
have to pay non-EU student fees 
after the UK leaves in March. 


4 JANUARY 2019 





Cag Ome nns 
Grayling - and 
Eastern riddle 


The first week of January is 
supposed to be quiet. Instead we 


Closer to home, our universities 
are facing up to the financial 
impact of Brexit as EU student 
numbers drop (cover story page 6). 
The Home Secretary and Defence 
Secretary are using Channel 
migrants to fight a proxy war for 
the Tory leadership (page 9). It’s 
almost enough to make you climb 
back on your punctured Lilo and 
turn around. 

And gloriously, except for 


past fortnight alone, we've seen 

expensive rail failures, an airport 

shutdown and a Brexit ferry 

contractor that doesn't have 

any ferries and which copied 

its terms and conditions froma 

takeaway business (page 8). 
Bravo, Christof! Hang onin 

there and don't let the facts grind 

you down. Is outer space included 

in the Transport brief? Perhaps 

a secondment could be arranged 


We have lined up a series of 
improvements to your paper 
over the next couple of months. 
Some of these are the fruits 
of long-term planning, others 
opportunistic. 

Two clues for you until 
tomorrow: 1843, Chinese motto. 
Twitter: @olyduff 
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COVER STORY 


By Richard Vaughan 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 


Uncertainty around Brexit has con- 
tributed to a drop in the number of 
students from the European Union 
enrolling on courses at the UK’s lead- 
ing universities, figures show. 

The decline in EU 
student numbers, in- 
cluding a 9 per cent 
slump in postgradu- 
ates, has sparked 
fears that enrollments 
will be down across 
the rest of the sector, 
whichcouldpushsome =~ 
universities closer to .~ 
the brink of financial 
collapse. 

Concerns about the 
UK’s departure from 
the EU has led to an 
overall fall in student numbers from 
the bloc of 8 per cent this academic 
year, according to the Russell Group 
of leading universities. 

Rough estimates suggest that the 
loss of the students will have a nega- 
tive economic impact on universities 








SOCIETY 


No screens for 
kids an hour 
before bed 


By Tom Bawden 
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 





Children should stop looking at 
screens for at least an hour before 
they go to bed to help them sleep bet- 
ter, researchers advise. 

Staring at a phone, computer, or 
TV screen can interfere with sleep 
because the light they give off re- 
duces the secretion of melatonin, the 
hormone that regulates wakefulness. 
The excitement generated by video 
games, social media or a T'V drama 
may also play a role, researchers said. 

Sleep deprivation is a source of 
depression and other mental health 
problems and can lead to obesity, as 
hormonal changes increase appetite. 

Researchers suspected for a long 
time that time away from the screen 
before bed may help sleep, but this is 
the first time it has been formally rec- 
ommended by a professional body. 

“The evidence is only emergent but 
we think it’s a rule of thumb to have 
that hour pause before bed,” said 
the Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health president, Professor 
Russell Viner. 

“Apart from anything else, it’s a re- 
ally good opportunity to have a bit of 
social contact before bed, often the 
best time to chat with younger chil- 
dren is at bedtime,” he added. 

The recommendation comes after 
the royal college conducted a study 
into children and screen time. 

Professor Viner said the research 
didn’t look at adults but said it was 
reasonable to assume that adult sleep 
would also benefit from an hour away 
from screens before bedtime. 


\ 














and their local areas of around £40m 

this year. Overseas students are one 

of the most lucrative souces of fund- 
ing for universities. 

It comes as groups represent- 
ing more than 150 higher education 
centres across the UK have written 
to MPs warning that leaving the EU 

without a deal could 
| lead to “an academic, 

. cultural and scientific 

setback from which it 
would take decades to 

_ recover”. 

_ Data from the Rus- 
sell Group showed 
that, while the number 
of EU students start- 

ing undergraduate 
courses increased 
by 1 per cent year- 

on-year for 2018-19, 

the number starting taught post- 
graduate courses fell by 5 per cent, 
having risen 4 per cent the previous 
year. Those starting postgraduate 
research courses fell by 9 per cent, 
the same as in 2017-18, according to 
data collected by the Russell Group 
in December. 


Q&A What is causing the funding shortfall? 


Why the dropin EU students? 

The Russell Group Says it is partly to 
do witha lack of clarity on the terms 
under which the UK will leave the EU. 


Why is research funding so 
important? 

The EU's Horizon 2020 research 
programme is an €80bn (£72bn) pot 
of money available for university 
research grants. It ends next year 
but the UK’s continuation in its 
successor relies on the type of Brexit 
deal that is agreed. 


What does this have to do with the 
universities’ financial challenges? 
While EU undergraduates do not 


Dr Hollie Chandler, the Russell 
Group’s senior policy analyst, said: 
“Tt’s fair to assume that uncertainty 
over Brexit and the UK’s future 
relationship with Europe could be 
a significant factor. The drop in 
postgraduate research courses is 


pay fees as high as their non-EU 
counterparts, any drop in revenue is 
unwelcome. However, postgraduates 
attract far higher tuition fees. More- 
over, these figures are for the Russell 
Group only - the country’s most elite 
institutions. 


Willa decline in EU students lead to 
universities facing collapse? 

On its own, no. But the sector is 
facing myriad challenges. A fallin 
international students, compounded 
by an overall decline in 18-year-olds, 
plus potentially seismic changes to 
tuition fees being considered by the 
Government, could tip some 
institutions over the edge. 


especially troubling - these stu- 
dents contribute directly to the UK’s 
research capacity.” 

It follows warnings that univer- 
sities face a looming credit crunch 
due to a sustained period of frenzied 
borrowing and uncertainty linked to 





Unis face funding crisis over fall in EU students 


{ = UProfessor Dame Janet 

] Beer, of Universities UK, 
warned that “world-leading 
researchers” may quit the UK for 
countries with access to EU grant 
programmes, unless they receive 
reassurances about funding. 


Brexit. Nick Hillman, director of the 
Higher Education Policy Institute 
(HEPI), said some institutions had 
been borrowing too much and could 
face significant financial challenges. 

“Tt’s a turbulent time in the univer- 
sity world at the moment, because of 
Brexit, worries about international 
student numbers and the big review 
into tuition fees that’s going on,” said 
Mr Hillman. 

“Universities are in the middle of 
a perfect storm and they have been 
borrowing quite a bit of money in 
recent years.” 

In a letter to MPs, academics 
warned that a no-deal Brexit would 
threaten cutting-edge research into 
areas such as cancer treatment and 
climate change technology. 
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Women 
- inline 
- for Bafta 


\ Broadway actress 
Cynthia Erivo (Left), 
‘Black Panther’ star 
Letitia Wright (above 
right) and Irish singer 
and actress Jessie 
Buckley (below right) are 
shortlisted for the 2019 
EE Rising Star Bafta 
award, a public vote 
which has been won by 
amale actor for the past 
five years. 

The Irish actor Barry 
Keoghan and American 
rapper and actor Lakeith 
Stanfield are also 
nominated for the only 
category voted on by the 
public atthe EE British 
Academy Film Awards, 
presented next month. 

Juno Temple was the 
last woman to win the 
pollin 2013. 





t 








SOCIETY 


The bosses who have already earned average workers wage 


By Alan Jones 









If you’re just back to work 
after the festive season 
and the daily grind is 
already getting you 
down, you might not 
want to read on. 
Research has shown 
that by lpm yesterday, 
top bosses had already 
been paid as much in 2019 


times the pay of 
anaverage British 
worker - what 
FTSE 100 chief 
executives are 
paid 


as average workers will earn in 
the whole year. 
The analysis reveals 


leading UK companies 
are paid 1383 times as 
much as the average 
worker - or just over 
£1,000 an hour. This 
compares with the na- 
tional living wage of just 


that chief executives of 


£7.83 for adults. Heads of 


FTSE 100 firms earn an average an- 
nual pay packet of £3.9m, an 11 per 
cent increase on a year ago, the High 
Pay Centre think-tank and the Char- 
tered Institute of Personnel and De- 
velopment have found. 

The hike means that top chief ex- 
ecutives working a 12-hour day only 
need to work for 29 hours in 2019 to 
be paid the average worker’s annual 
salary, two hours fewer than in 2018. 

Excessive pay was increasingly 


being seen as a failure of corporate 
governance, hitting trust in business 
leadership, the report concluded. 
TUC General Secretary Frances 
O’Grady said: “There are millions of 
hardworking people in Britain who 
give more than they get back, but 
greedy executives are taking more 
than they’ve earned. We need to re- 
design the economy to make it fair 
again and that means big reforms to 
bring fat cat pay back down to earth.” 
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Amodel of the 
Chang’e4lunarprobe — 
on display in China 
last year REUTERS 


> 


CHINA 






A new space race: 


one giant leap for 





Chinese power 


By Ken Moritsugu 


IN BEIJING 


China is taking the fight to America 
in outer space. 

The communist power’s burgeon- 
ing space programme achieved a 
first in the early hours yesterday: a 
landing on the so-called dark side 
of the Moon that brings the country 
closer to its goal of becoming a 
space power. 

Three nations - the 
United States, the 
former Soviet Union 
and more recently 
China - have sent 
spacecraft to the 
near side of the Moon, 
which faces Earth, but 
this landing is the first on 
the far side. 

The China National Space 
Administration said the 10.26am 
(2.26am GMT) touchdown of the 
Chang’e 4 craft “opened up a new 
chapter in human lunar exploration”. 

A photo taken just over an hour 
later shows a small crater and a 
barren surface that appears to be 
illuminated by the lunar explorer. Its 
name comes from that of a Chinese 
goddess who, according to legend, 
has lived on the Moon for millennia. 

The landing highlights China’s 









growing ambitions to rival the US, 
Russia and Europe in space, and 
more broadly, to cement the nation’s 
position as a global power. 

“The space dream is part of the 
dream to make China stronger,” Pres- 
ident Xi Jinping said in 2013, shortly 
after becoming China’s leader. 

“On the whole, China’s space tech- 
nology still lags behind the West,” 

said Hou Xiyun, a professor at 
Nanjing University’s school 
of astronomy and space 
science. “But with the 
landing on the far side 
of the Moon, we have 
raced to the front.” 

He added that China 
has Mars, Jupiter and 
7 asteroids in its sights. 

“There’s no doubt that 
our nation will go farther 
and farther,” he said. 

Wu Weiren, chief designer of the 
China Lunar Exploration Project, 
called the landing a milestone. 

“Building a space power is adream 
that we persistently pursue,” he said 
in an interview with state broad- 
caster CCTV. “And we’re gradually 
realising it.” 

In 2018, Chang’e 3, the predeces- 
sor craft, made the first Moon land- 
ing since the former Soviet Union’s 
Luna 24 in 1976. The US is the only 


Q&A What will we learn from Chang’e 4 probe? 


Why is it called the dark side of 

the Moon? 

The Moon's far side isn't always 

dark, but it is sometimes called the 
dark side because it faces away from 
Earth and is relatively unknown. This 
heavily cratered region has a different 
composition than the near side, 
where previous missions have landed. 


What will the Chinese probe do? 
Chang’e 4, a combined lander and 
rover, touched down near the Moon's 
south pole in the Von Karman 

Crater. It will make astronomical 
observations, analyse the Moon's 
structure and composition above 
and below the surface, and measure 
neutron radiation and neutral atoms. 


Why will this data be useful? 

“The far side of the Moonisa 

rare, quiet place that is free from 
interference from radio signals from 
Earth,” said mission spokesman, Yu 
Guobin. “This probe will fill the gap 

in low-frequency radio astronomy, 
providing us with important 
information for studying the origin of 
stars and nebula evolution.” 


Why is the expedition so 
technically challenging? 

The major difficulty of operating 
on the far side of the Moonis 
communicating with Earth. China 
launched a relay satellite in May so 
that Chang’e 4 is able to receive and 
send back information. 


The first image of the 

dark side of the Moon sent 
back by the Chinese probe 
CHINA NATIONAL SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION/XINHUA/JAP 





country that has successfully sent a 
person to the Moon, although China 
is considering a crewed mission, too. 

For now, it plans to send a Chang’e 
5 probe next year, which will return 
to Earth with samples - also not 
done since the Soviet mission in 1976. 

While China has insisted its am- 
bitions are peaceful, the US De- 
fence Department has accused it 
of aiming to prevent other nations 
from using space-based assets 
during a crisis. Besides its civilian 
ambitions, China has tested anti- 
satellite missiles. 

The US Congress has banned 
Nasa from two-way co-operation 
with its Chinese counterpart over 
security concerns. President Don- 
ald Trump wishes to create a new 
“Space Force” by 2020, as the sixth 
branch of the military. AP 





DIPLOMACY 


Jailed British woman goes on hunger strike over lack of medical care 


By Bel Trew 


Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, the Brit- 
ish charity worker jailed in Iran, has 
announced that she will start a hun- 
ger strike on 14 January after being 
refused access to medical care. 
Writing from Tehran’s Evin pris- 
on, Ms Zaghari-Ratcliffe said she will 
initially start a three-day strike with 
fellow inmate and prominent rights 
activist Narges Mohammadi that 
will continue until their demands are 
met. Her husband, Richard Ratcliffe, 
said that prison officials had refused 


to allow doctors to examine lumps in 
her breasts or to proceed with neu- 
rological care over her neck pains 
and numbness in her arms and legs. 
He said inmates were also being 
threatened with reduced phone calls 
and restricted access to food and he 
has called for an urgent meeting with 
the Iranian ambassador in London. 
The joint letter, published by the 
Tehran-based Defenders of Human 
Rights Centre, said both women had 
been denied access to medication 
and treatment “despite frequent 
requests” and appeals to relevant 
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Nazanin Zaghari- Ratcliffe was jailed 
for five years in September 2016 


authorities. Emergency referral to 
outside clinics by Evin’s own pris- 
on doctor was also ignored by the 
authorities. 

“In protest against this illegal, 
inhuman and unlawful behaviour... 
we will go on hunger strike from 14 
to 16 January and ask for immediate 
care,” the letter read. 

“In the event of the authorities’ 
failure to address these concerns 
and them further endangering our 
health, we will take further actions. 
The authorities of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran are to be held responsi- 


ble for the potential consequences.” 

Ms Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who turned 
40 last week in jail, was separated 
from her 21-month daughter at Te- 
hran airport and taken into detention 
in April 2016 while she was attempt- 
ing to return home to London. 

Her five-year sentence handed 
out in September 2016 “for allegedly 
plotting to topple the Iranian govern- 
ment” has been widely condemned 
as “a travesty of justice”. 

Iran has so far denied appeals 
from senior British officials to 
release her. THE INDEPENDENT 
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MEDIA 


By Nigel Morris 
POLITICAL EDITOR 


An advertising drive to get the coun- 
try ready for Brexit will be launched 
next week by the Government. 

The publicity campaign will begin 
on radio and social media, and will 
be followed by newspaper and dig- 
ital advertising. 

A nationwide poster campaign 
will reinforce the message of the 





need to prepare for Brexit, which is 
scheduled to take place on 29 March. 

The advertisements will direct 
the public to a Government web- 
site containing answers to prac- 
tical questions about the impact 
of Brexit. 

The Department for Exiting the 
EU stressed that the information 
would apply to all scenarios, includ- 
ing a sudden break with the bloc in 
the form of a no-deal Brexit. 


Adverts will tell public how to prepare for Brexit 


Meanwhile, the Government is 
accelerating its planning for a no- 
deal departure from the EU. 

Next week, the Home Office and 
the Department for Transport will 
publicise possible changes to travel 
rules for visits to the EU, including 
the need to renew passports earlier 
than previously planned. 

The medicines regulator has also 
updated its guidance on guarantee- 
ing medical standards after Brexit. 





HMS Mersey, an 
offshore patrol 
vessel, leaves 
Portsmouth Harbour 
yesterday pa 
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Ferry firm with 
no ferries copied 
takeaway’ website 








Samsung Galaxy Tab $4: £18.50 Device Plan for 36 months and £12 monthly rolling Airtime Plan 


Total Amount 
Payable 


Total Credit 
Amount 


Representative 
example 


Monthly Device 


Duration Payment 


Upfront cost 





Samsung Galaxy Tab 
S4 


36 months £30 £18.50 £666 £696 


Each year your Airtime Plan will be adjusted by the Retail Price Index (RPI) rate of inflation. Find out more at 02.co.uk/prices. 3 months free airtime when you buy any 
tablet. £99 saving based on £3/month discount on 5GB+ tariffs over the remaining 33 months when you take a 36 month device plan. Offers end 6 Feb 2019. Direct purchases only. Pay 
the cash price for your device or spread the cost over 3 to 36 months (excludes dongles). The cost of your Device will be the same however long you choose. A minimum upfront cost may 
apply. You need a monthly rolling Airtime Plan for the length of your Device Plan. Pay off your Device Plan at any time without charge. You can then keep on your Airtime Plan, upgrade, or 


leave. UK data only. Devices are subject to availability. 0% APR. Finance subject to status and credit 


Device Cash 


Price Bata 


Airtime 


£696 £12 5GB 





By David Wilcock 


Fresh questions have been raised 
about the readiness of a company 
awarded £13.8m to run no-deal Brexit 
ferry services after it was accused of 
copying part of its website from that 
of a takeaway delivery firm. 

The terms and condi- 
tions section of the Sea- 
borne Freight website 
was found to contain 
a section saying: “It is 
the responsibility of the 
customer to thoroughly 
check the supplied goods 
before agreeing to pay for 
any meal/order.” 

The page, which has since 
been edited, also informed “users” 
that they were “prohibited from mak- 
ing false orders through our website”. 

It also warned, bewilderingly, 
that it would seek compensation if it 








suffered losses “incurred as the 
result of hoax delivery requests”. 
Seaborne was one of three firms 
awarded contracts totalling £108m 
last week to lay on additional cross- 
ings to ease the pressure on Dover 
when Britain pulls out of the EU, de- 
spite having never run a Chan- 
nel service. 
The Department for 
Transport (DfT), which 
has insisted that the 
company was properly 
vetted before being 
given taxpayers’ money, 
said the section had been 
“put up in error” and had 
since been corrected. 

Tom Watson, Labour’s dep- 
uty leader, remarked: “Seaborne 
Freight. No ships, no trading history, 
and website T&Cs copied and pasted 
from a takeaway delivery site.” 

On Wednesday, the Transport Sec- 
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retary, Chris Grayling, defended the 
award of the contract to the firm, say- 
ing it was an example of the Govern- 
ment “supporting new business”. 

Seaborne aims to operate freight 
ferries from Ramsgate in Kent to 
the Belgian port of Ostend, begin- 
ning with two ships in late March 
and increasing to four by the end of 
the summer. 

Narrow berths in the port mean 
there are few suitable commercial 
vessels available. 

A spokesman for the firm said: 
“Seaborne Freight (UK) Limited 
(SFL) is currently making prepara- 
tions across its business for reintro- 
ducing the Ramsgate-to-Ostend 
ferry service and has been working 
on the project for the past two years. 

“Naturally these preparations 
include ongoing updates to its pre- 
launch website, including T&Cs.” 

A DfT spokeswoman added: “This 
section of the terms and conditions 
on the company’s website was put up 
in error. 

“This has now been rectified.” 

{i Seaborne Freight 

was established two 

years ago and has been in 

negotiations about running 

freight ferries between Ramsgate 

and Ostend, but no services are 

currently running. 





IMMIGRATION 


Ministers argue 
over bill for Navy 
Channel patrols 


By Joe Murphy and Kate Proctor 


Two Cabinet ministers clashed yes- 
terday over who should pay for a 
Navy ship to patrol the Channel in an 
attempt to prevent migrants cross- 
ing in rubber dinghies. 

The Home Secretary Sajid 
Javid sparked a Whitehall battle 
by formally requesting military 
assistance following a wave of 
crossings over the festive period. 

While the Defence Secretary Gavin 
Williamson readily offered a Navy 
vessel, HMS Mersey, he ruled that 
the Home Office would have to pay 
£20,000 a day to cover costs. 

Home Office sources then claimed 
that the Ministry of Defence should 
supply its hardware and troops 
without charge, and pointed out that 
Mr Williamson had declared at the 
start of the “crisis” that the Armed 
Forces were “ready” to assist. 

A senior Treasury source ruled out 
any prospect of the Chancellor Philip 
Hammond stepping in to foot the bill. 
“This is a matter for the Home Office 
to manage within their budget,” the 
source said. EVENING STANDARD 


EUROPE 


Most Tory members and 


MPs support no-deal Brexit 


By Nigel Morris 
POLITICAL EDITOR 


Theresa May suffered a fresh set- 
back in her efforts to win support 
for her Brexit blueprint after a 
survey uncovered strong support 
among Conservative members 
for a no-deal departure from the 
European Union. 

The findings are a blow to Down- 
ing Street, which had hoped that 
Tory members would put pressure 
on rebel MPs to support Mrs May’s 
proposals when they are put to the 
vote this month. 

The analysis suggested that party 
activists are just as Eurosceptic as 
many Tory MPs. 

In a three-way referendum be- 
tween her deal, no deal and remain- 
ing in the EU, just 28 per cent said 
they would back her plans. 

By contrast, 57 per cent said their 
preference would be to leave with- 
out a deal, while only 15 per cent said 
their choice would be to remain. 

The hostility to Mrs May’s pro- 
posals was even starker when they 
were asked to choose between her 
deal or no deal. Just 29 per cent of 
Tory members would back her deal, 

{ i Nearly half (48 per cent) 

thought Mrs May was 

doing fairly badly or very badly 

as Prime Minister, while 44 per 

cent thought that she should 

resign if Parliament rejects her 
withdrawal agreement. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


compared with 64 per cent who 
would vote for a complete break. 


leader, said: “If Theresa May 
is hoping her MPs will 
return to Westminster 
having been persuad- 
ed by their constitu- 
ency associations 
to back her Brexit 
deal, she’s going to 
be disappointed. It 
appears those mem- 
bers are in no mood 
for compromise.” 

The figures were based 
on a survey of 1,215 Tory members 
for the Party Members Project, 
funded by the Economic and Social 
Research Council. 


CONSERVATIVES 





It found that 76 per cent believed 


warnings about the impact of a no- 
Professor Tim Bale, the research deal Brexit were “exaggerated or 










invented”. By an overwhelm- 
ing 64 per cent to 19 per 
cent they thought that 
leaving without a deal 
Na’ would have a positive, 
\-< rather than a nega- 


term. Activists also 
gave athumbs-down to 
Mrs May’s performance, 
with 68 per cent saying the 
Government was making a bad 


job of Brexit negotiations. 


Professor Bale said grassroots 
Tories were “even less impressed” 


than Tory MPs. 


PM begins charm offensive 


By Nigel Morris 


Theresa May will mount a charm 
offensive next week aimed at 
persuading Conservative MPs to 
rally behind her Brexit plans. 
All of the party’s MPs are 
being invited to Downing Street 
for drinks parties on Monday 
and Wednesday, ahead of 
the Commons showdown the 
following week on her proposals. 
Mrs May was forced to delay 
the “meaningful vote” on her 
agreement with Brussels 


DUP deals blow to May 
after Downing Street row 


By Joe Watts 


Theresa May’s DUP Government 
partners have raised the stakes in 
the on-going Brexit talks, saying 
there is “no need” for parts of the 
deal she agreed with the EU. 


DUP deputy leader Nigel Dodds 


argued that the withdrawal 
agreement she is seek- 
ing “flies in the face” of 
the Government’s own 
commitments relating 
to the border between 
Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland. 

His comments came 
after a meeting in Down- 
ing Street, and are a blow 
to the Prime Minister as she 
struggles to convince the party and 
her own MPs to back her proposals. 

Mr Dodds (inset) - whose party 
opposes the so-called “Irish back- 
stop” - said it is “becoming clear- 
er by the day” that politicians in 
both the Republic and the North 
would not resort to building a bor- 
der between their countries in 
any circumstances. 











He said: “The withdrawal agree- 
ment, as proposed, flies in the face of 
the Government’s commitments on 
Northern Ireland as we leave the EU. 

“Contrary to pro-EU spin, the 
backstop is not the best of both 
worlds. It is potentially indefinite in 
time, would place a barrier between 
us and our main trading part- 
— ner in Great Britain and 

\ give enormous leverage 
to the European Union 

in the negotiations on 
the future relation- 
—q ship with the United 
Kingdom.” 

He added that his 
party would continue to 
work with the Government 

in the interests of getting a 
better deal, giving some reassur- 
ance that the confidence and supply 
arrangement which keeps the Con- 
servatives in power is still in place. 

Downing Street declined to com- 
ment on Mr Dodds’ comments. 

Mrs May’s Brexit deal is expected 
to go before the Commons for a vote 
in the week beginning 14 January. 
THE INDEPENDENT 


that had been scheduled for 11 
December, following warnings 
that up to 100 of her MPs could 
vote against it. 

The signs are that she is still 
heading for heavy defeat, despite 
a concerted attempt by Tory 
whips over the Christmas recess 
to win over potential rebels. 

Ministers have also been 
negotiating with the DUP in the 
hope of persuading its 10 MPs to 
back Mrs May’s blueprint, and 
convincing Eurosceptic Tories to 
follow suit. 


AGRICULTURE 


No-deal would 
hit farmers hard, 
warns Gove 


By Emily Beament 


Leaving the European Union 
without a deal would put at risk 
“real gains” from Brexit such as 
boosting productivity in farming 
and protecting the environment, 
Michael Gove has said. 

The Environment Secretary 
warned the Oxford Farming 
Conference of the impact on 
sectors such as agriculture if 
the UK crashed out of the EU 
without a deal. 

While he said a nation as 
“adaptable, resilient and 
creative” as the UK would 
flourish over time, even without 
a deal, “the turbulence which 
will be generated... would 
be considerable”. 

Mr Gove added: “It would hit 
worst those who are our smaller 
farmers and farm businesses.” 

He said tariffs, border checks 
and labour pressures would all 
add to costs for food producers. 

“Nobody can be blithe or blasé 
about the real impacts on food 
producers,” he said. 
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HEALTH 


Depression and 
social media risk 
doubled in girls 


By Richard Vaughan 


Teenage girls are twice as likely to 
show signs of depression linked to 
social media use than boys. 

In the first analysis of its kind, 
researchers at University College 
London looked at the association 
between social media use and symp- 
toms of depression in young people. 

The study found that 14-year-old 
girls were heavier users of social 
media, such as Facebook and Snap- 
chat, than boys, with two-fifths re- 
porting they use such sites for more 
than three hours a day. This com- 
pared with just one-fifth of boys. 

To establish a link between social 
media use and signs of depression, 
{ i Among heavy users - those 

who spent five or more 
hours a day online - 38 percent 
showed signs of having more 
severe, “clinical” depression. 











the researchers analysed data from 
nearly 11,000 young people from the 
Millennium Cohort Study. 

“The link between social media 
use and depressive symptoms was 
stronger for girls compared with 
boys,” Professor Yvonne Kelly said. 

The biggest contributing factor 
behind the difference was the level of 
cyber bullying and sleep deprivation 
girls suffered compared with boys. 

The researchers found that 40 per 
cent of girls experienced online har- 
assment or cyber bullying, compared 
to 25 per cent of boys. Meanwhile, 
AO per cent of girls said that their 
sleep was often disrupted compared 
with 28 per cent of boys. 

The findings also showed that, in 
12 per cent of cases, even light social 
media users could show signs of se- 
vere depression. Professor Kelly said 
the findings added to calls on indus- 
try to more “tightly regulate hours of 
social media use for young people”. 

Tom Madders, director of cam- 
paigns at YoungMinds, described the 


findings as “shocking”. “The 24/7 na- 
ture of social media also means that 
harassment or bullying can now fol- 
low young people home rather than 
stopping at the school gates.” 





i er 


He added: “This study provides 
much-needed evidence into the im- 
pact of heavy social media use on 
mental health, and some of the rea- 
sons behind this.” 








First person 


[ended up in 
hospital because 
of online bullying 


GEORGIA CARPENTER, 18, was 
bullied on social media as a child, 
triggering depression that was so 
severe she had to be hospitalised. 

The teenager, from Kent, said: 
“Receiving threats of physical abuse 
and hatred took a real toll on my 
mental health and opinion of myself. 
At the age of 18 I suddenly lost my 
dad and things started to spiral 
out of control and I was admitted 
to hospital.” 

The schoolgirl was placed under 
one-to-one observation after being 
admitted for depression, and she 
said that looking back she could 
see how social media preyed on 
her vulnerability. 

She added: “There have been so 
many times where I would have 
loved to throw away my phone, and 
many times where I would delete my 
social media accounts to avoid the 
toxic atmosphere on there.” 


Shirley Cramer, chief executive of 
the Royal Society of Public Health 
(RSPH), said it showed the need for 
greater awareness about the role of 
social media on mental health. 
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TECHNOLOGY 


Apple profits are 





crunched after 
China slump 


By Rhiannon Williams 
TECHNOLOGY CORRESPONDENT 





Apple, now the world’s fourth most 
valuable company, saw its share price 
tumble yesterday after it shocked in- 
vestors by issuing a profits warning. 

The company, the first in the world 
to be valued at a trillion dollars in 
August, saw 9 per cent wiped off its 
shares, bringing its value down 
to $675bn (£534hbn), after the 
chief executive Tim Cook 
wrote to investors say- f[ 
ing that the company ex- (5) 
pected to make $5bn less Resse 
than expected in the final YW 
quarter of 2018. . 

Although the maker ofthe ‘“& 
iPhone is still expected to pull 
in $84bn for the three months end- 
ing 29 December, investors became 
jittery because it was the first time 
Apple has adjusted guidance to inves- 
tors in 15 years. 

The pre-Christmas quarter is tra- 
ditionally Apple’s busiest shopping 
period. It made a record $88.3bn 
over the same period last year, a 13 
per cent rise on 2016’s festive shop- 
ping season. 

The knock-on effect resulted in 
the UK-based chip maker Dialog 
Semiconductor falling more than 
8 per cent, the semiconductor firm 
STMicroelectronics dropping 7 per 
cent, and BE Semiconductor falling 3 
per cent. Foxconn, which assembles 
Apple’s phones, dropped 1.6 per cent. 

China’s slowing economy and slug- 
gish demand for Apple’s products in 
the region were the root of the re- 
evaluation, Mr Cook said, adding that 
the rising trade tensions between the 

{ i Apple was briefly the 

largest publicly traded 
company in the world, but 

has slipped to fourth, behind 

Microsoft, Amazon and Alphabet, 

Google's parent company. 





ENVIRONMENT 







Local difficulty 


How much trouble is Apple really in? 
While Apple is still raking in billions 
of dollars a week, the decision to 
adjust forecasts was not an easy one. 
The company has had to admit that its 
sales were weaker than anticipated 
and reignited cries that we've reached 
“peak-iPhone’”. While we won't 
know the extent to which 
@ \ its sales have suffered for 
’ a another month or so, it is 
Rh a wounding declaration. 
bay 
Wg/ +Why does tension 
between China and the US 
affect iPhone sales? 
The US and China have been 
Locked in a trade war since spring 
2018, after President Trump claimed 
China was failing to cut its surplus in 
bilateral trade. This has damaged the 
Chinese economy, meaning less is 
being spent on technology. 


What’s next for Apple? 

The company is rumoured to be 
working on its own music and video 
content streaming service to rival 
Netflix and Disney, believed to be 
launching in March. 


US and China was also likely to have 
affected sales. “While we anticipated 
some challenges in key emerging 
markets, we did not foresee the mag- 
nitude of the economic deceleration, 
particularly in Greater China,” wrote 
Mr Cook. 

“Lower-than-anticipated iPhone 
revenue, primarily in Greater China, 
accounts for all of our revenue short- 
fall to our guidance and for much 
more than our entire year-over-year 
revenue decline.” 

He added: “While it’s disappoint- 
ing to revise our guidance, our per- 
formance in many areas showed 
remarkable strength in spite of these 
challenges.” 


Rescuers rush to help whale 
Stranded in Scottish loch 


By Conor Riordan 


The race is on to helpa sperm 
whale believed to be tangled in 
rope ina loch in the Highlands. 
Coastguards were called to 
Loch Eriboll, near Durness in 
Sutherland, by the Scottish 
SPCA. The 9-metre-long 
mammal is believed to be 
trapped in the sea loch and 
a British Divers Marine Life 
Rescue team is en route witha 
disentanglement 
kit. They hope to assess the 


whale at first light today. 

A Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency spokeswoman said the 
sperm whale is still swimming 
and urged the public to keep a 
safe distance. 

Durness, Melness and 
Kinlochbervie coastguard rescue 
teams, along with Scottish SPCA 
officers, have been monitoring 
the whale. 

Sperm whales are one of 
the world’s deepest diving 
mammals. They are recognisable 
by their large heads and 
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By Serina Sandhu 


A yacht abandoned by a solo sailor 
during a round-the-world attempt 
more than eight years ago has been 
found off the Australian coast. 

Abby Sunderland had to leave 
the vessel, called Wild Eyes, in the 
Indian Ocean when it capsized in 
rough water and lost its mast on 
10 June 2010. She was rescued two 
days later by a French trawler, 2,000 
miles to the west of Australia. 

Aged 16, Ms Sunderland, from 
California, had been attempting to 
become the youngest person to sail 
around the world alone. Her par- 
ents were criticised for letting her 
go. The barnacle-encrusted 40ft 





first reported in Loch Eribollon 
Wednesday GETTY 


rounded foreheads. 

This sperm whale appears 
to be smaller than average, 
with most adults stretching to 





fim 








A fishing vessel was sent to find the 
upturned boat, ‘Wild Eyes’, after it 
was spotted from the air AP 


== AS 
Abby Sunderland, 
then aged 16, arrives 
back on dry land 
after her yacht 
capsized in 2010 AFP 


—_—— 


Stricken yacht turns up after nine years 


hull was discovered on Monday by a 
tuna-spotting plane, drifting 12 
miles south of Kangaroo Island. 
South Australia Police said the ves- 
sel had disappeared by yesterday. 

Ms Sunderland, now 25, said her 
“heart skipped a beat” following 
news of the discovery. It “brought 
back memories” that were both 
“good and not so good”, she said. 

“Tt looked a little creepy, that’s to 
be expected after so long.” 

Ms Sunderland’s father, Lau- 
rence, said: “It’s incredible to be 
put back in that time, when this 
was such a big part of our lives. The 
world stood still waiting to hear if 
Abigail had been rescued - it could 
have gone differently.” 
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HEALTH 


Senior doctor predicts ‘mayhen?r 


across hospitals as freeze begins 


By Paul Gallagher 
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 





NHS hospitals face “mayhem” this 
weekend as a cold snap sets in and 
adds further stress to stretched 
NHS services, a senior doctor 
has warned. 

Dr Nick Scriven, president of 
the Society for Acute Medicine, 
said hospitals saw “fits and spells 
of manic activity” last week, with 
the number of cases of viral chest 
illness growing. 

The outlook over the next few 
days is “ominous” as hospitals face 
“severe difficulties” with colder tem- 
peratures now setting in, he said. 

“Influenza is here and is already 
impacting the NHS and, with colder 
weather starting to set in, this will 

{ i NHS England said that 

40,000 people this winter 
have had to spend 30 minutes or 
more with ambulance staff, as 

AGE units were too busy to accept 

them. It equates to one in 10 of 

those who arrived by ambulance. 





further stress already stretched 
services,” Dr Scriven said. 

Official figures for the week end- 
ing 23 December highlighted the 
shortfall in vaccinations, with only 
43.4 per cent of those at risk under 
the age of 65 having had the vaccine. 

Dr Scriven said: “I and many col- 
leagues across the country are an- 
ticipating mayhem this weekend as 
temperatures drop — but it will come 
as no surprise to us. There was a 
sense before Christmas that Gov- 


_ Hospital staff 
face ‘severe 
difficulties’ 

in the 

coming days, 
according 

to Dr Nick 
Scriven GETTY 


ernment and NHS leaders believed 
all was well, despite only marginal 
performance differences to the cri- 
sis of 12 months ago. 

“My feeling is that this was more 
out of hope than judgement and, 
sadly, the issues we have predicted 
for some time will soon take hold. 
Within the last week I have had col- 
leagues warning of emergency de- 
partments and intensive care units 
being full, and that will only worsen 
in the coming weeks.” 





However, NHS England figures, 
for the week ending 30 December, 
show the bed occupancy rate was at 
87.5 per cent, having reduced in each 
of the last three weeks and is down 
by 5.9 percentage points compared 
with a fortnight ago, when the last 
weekly data were published. Overall, 
occupancy is 4.2 percentage points 
lower than the same week last year, 
while critical care bed occupancy is 
down by 5 percentage points. 

An NHS spokesman said: “Thanks 
to the hard work and preparation 
of NHS staff, the health service is 
performing better this winter than 
last, with people being seen more 
quickly in emergency departments, 
fewer ambulance delays, evening 
and weekend GP appointments 
across the country and more peo- 
ple able to leave hospital and get 
home sooner. 

“While so far this year there have 
been fewer people reporting illness 
linked to flu, norovirus and respira- 
tory problems, health problems over 
winter remain a risk, so the public 
can help us to help them by getting 
their flu jab and taking simple steps 
like keeping their home warm.” 








HEALTH 


Calls for obesity 
to be recognised 
as a disease 


By Ryan Hooper 


Obesity should be recognised as a 
disease rather than a lifestyle choice 
in order to be better tackled by the 
health sector, industry officials 
have said. 

The Royal College of Physicians 
(RCP) said it was necessary to see 
those who are very overweight recog- 
nised by the Government in order to 
receive specialist care in an effort to 
combat obesity. Obesity is thought to 
affect around one in every four adults 
in the UK, and roughly one in five chil- 
dren aged 10 to 11. 

In adults, obesity is such a growing 
problem that it could overtake smok- 
ing as the biggest preventable cause 
of cancer in women by 2048, Cancer 
Research UK recently reported. 

Outlining plans to reclassify obes- 
ity as a disease, RCP president Pro- 
fessor Andrew Goddard said: “It is 
important to the health of the nation 
that we remove the stigma associ- 
ated with obesity. 

“Tt is not a lifestyle choice caused 
by individual greed, but a disease 
caused by health inequalities, genetic 
influences and social factors.” 
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TRANSPORT 


Priority for cyclists and pedestrians on new roads 


By Paul Gallagher 
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 





Cars should not be given priority 
when roads are built or upgraded, 
according to the UK’s health watch- 
dog, as it joined the debate on the 
role of transport in tackling obesity. 
Pedestrians, cyclists and public 
transport users should instead be 
the prime consideration for plan- 
ners, argue draft guidelines from 
the National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence (Nice). The pro- 
posal aims to increase the amount of 
physical activity in people’s lives. 





ENVIRONMENT 


Hotel becomes 
firstin UK torun 
on battery power 


By Tom Eden 


An Edinburgh hotel has become 
the first in the UK to be powered 
by battery. 

The Gyle Premier Inn at 
Edinburgh Park, near the city’s 
airport, has installed a five-tonne 
battery which will charge from 
the National Grid during off-peak 
periods and power the 200-room 
site for several hours each day. 

The lithium ion battery is 
expected to save the hotel £20,000 
ayear on its energy bill, and is 
able to power the whole venue, 
including the restaurant, for up 
to three hours at a time aftera 
two-hour charge. 

Premier Inn’s parent company, 
Whitbread, said the trial of the 
battery storage technology will 
help its commitment to halve its 
carbon emissions by 2025. 

Cian Hatton, Whitbread’s head 
of energy and environment, said: 
“Batteries are of course everyday 
items, more commonly associated 
with powering small household 
goods, so it’s incredibly exciting 
to launch the UK’s first battery- 
powered hotel - an innovation 
which will save money, ensure 
security of supply and support the 
transition to a more flexible grid.” 

The hotel joins firms such as 
B&Q and Veolia, which installed 
lithium ion batteries last year. 





Obesity levels have steadily in- 
creased over the past two decades 
and it is now estimated to affect one 
in four adults and one in every five 
children aged 10 to 11. Physical in- 
activity is responsible for one in six 
deaths and is believed to cost the UK 
£7.4bn each year. 

Nice deputy chief executive Pro- 
fessor Gillian Leng said: “Getting 
people to be more physically active 
by increasing the amount they walk 
or cycle has the potential to benefit 
both the individual and the health 
system. As a society, we are facing 
a looming Type 2 diabetes crisis, 









PEOPLE 


‘Rumours of 
my death have 
been greatly 
exaggerated’ 


which is, in part, caused by people 
not exercising enough. People can _ better planning that Nice is suggest- 
ing is absolutely necessary. 
ts Those who are the most 
\. vulnerable - children and 
older people - are suffer- 
4) ing the most from bad 
air, unhealthy lifestyles 
and social isolation. It’s 
/ time that towns and 
cities were built for eve- 
ryone - first and foremost 


feel less safe when they walk or 
cycle compared with when £€ 
they drive. We’ve got to #F 
change this. 

“So asking planners 
to prioritise pedestri- 
ans, cyclists and those 
who use public transport 
when roads are built or 
upgraded can ensure they 
are safe, attractive and de- 
signed to encourage people to get 
out from behind their wheel.” 
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By Natasha Sporn 


Olivia Newton-John has told fans that 
she is “doing great” after rumours that 
the actress had weeks to live. 

The 70-year-old scotched specula- 
tion in a short video released online, 
saying that reports of her death have 
been “greatly exaggerated”. The 






charity Living Streets, said: “The 


for those on foot.” 


Professor Helen Stokes-Lam- 
pard, chair of the Royal College of 
Joe Irvin, of everyday walking GPs, said: “It is a courageous move 


Olivia Newton-John 
assured fans all was 
wellinavideo GETTY 


Grease star revealed she had cancer 
for the third time last year, with some 
media outlets claiming that her health 
has deteriorated. Smiling in the clip, 
she says: “Happy New Year everyone, 
this is Olivia Newton-John and I just 
want to say that the rumours of my 
death have been greatly exaggerated, 
to quote a very famous quote.” 








by Nice to challenge sectors outside 
of healthcare, but one that recog- 
nises the need for a society-wide 
approach to encouraging people to 
take steps to be more active and lead 


healthier lifestyles.” 

{ © UTown planners should aim 
l to build pavements with 

bumps, grooves and anti-glare 

surfaces to help people with 

visual impairments, Nice said. A 

public consultation on the draft 

guidelines runs until 1 February. 





POLICE 


Officer feels 
‘humbled’ by 
bravery award 


By Henry Vaughan 


A police officer who chased down a 
murderer after witnessing him stab 
a man to death has said he is “hum- 
bled” to receive a bravery award. 

Sergeant Matthew Ebbs, 26, 
leapt into action after Erick Ekam, 
19, plunged a 12in carving knife 
into Mohamed Aadam Mohamed, 
20, in Camden, north London, in 
September 2017. 

The officer (inset), who was work- 
ing in plain clothes targeting drug 
dealers, confronted the knifeman, 
who ran at the officer be- 
fore fleeing and throw- 
ing his weapon away. 

Set Ebbs ar- 
rested the killer 
after he tripped 
and fell. Ekam was 
sentenced to life 
imprisonment in De- 
cember after he was 
found guilty of murder 
at the Old Bailey. 

Set Ebbs and a cyclist who helped 
to detain Ekam have been awarded 
commendations for their bravery by 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Cressida Dick. 

The officer said: “My police train- 
ing and instinct led me to chase him 
but it was heartening that members 
of the public tried to save the vic- 
tim, and I am grateful that a passing 
cyclist bravely offered his help.” 
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CAMPAIGN 


1 couldnt believe 
it, how could this 
happen to me? 


After the shock of her diagnosis, Helen 
Howes embraced a new life, helped by 
the MS Society. By Florence Snead 


espite the daily challenges 

posed by life with multiple 

sclerosis (MS), Helen 

Howes would not go back to 
life without it. 

“T have a better approach to life 
now with MS than I did before,” she 
said. “I was working like an idiot, I 
never took the time for the things 
that mattered. 


Friday evening and suddenly went 
numb from her underarms down. 

“T knew there was something 
wrong but I had no idea what,” she 
recalls. “They took me into hospital 
that evening and I was really quickly 
diagnosed because all my tests 
were positive. I couldn’t believe it. I 
was fit, a parent, running a business, 

sport-minded - it was just 


“T don’t do that anymore ridiculous, how could this 
and I don’t think I would 20 18 happen to me?” 
have got it if I hadn’t got Ch e It took around 
an incurable disease. ristmas a year before Ms 

“Tt’s given me more Howes’ diagnosis 
eatience it’s given App eal sunk in aad the 
me more tolerance, @ condition has given 
it’s given me a better l MSBES> her anew perspective. 
understanding of “Thave a good life, a 
what matters.” lovely family, I enjoy what 


Ms Howes, who lives in 
Bradford, was diagnosed aged 40 
with secondary progressive MS. 
The illness has left her unable to 
walk unaided and she relies ona 
wheelchair to get around. 

Now 62, Ms Howe’s diagnosis 
came after she got into the bath one 





Helen Howes received a grant tohelp 
buy a ‘life-changing’ new wheelchair 


I do,” she said. I don’t beat 
myself up if I don’t get something 
done anymore. MS has been good 
to me really, it could have been a 
lot worse.” 

Ms Howes, who ran a nursery and 
after school club bsuiness, decided 
to take the plunge with a new career 
and pursue her childhood ambition 
of becoming a swimming teacher. 

A grant from Get Out Get Active 
paid for her training and she is now 
a qualified teacher and lifeguard. 
She teaches people who are less 
able bodied and said the job is 
hugely rewarding. 

But Ms Howes’ old wheelchair 
made things difficult. It was heavy 
and not designed for moving about 
easily on the poolside. When it 
was damaged on a flight she set 
about getting a new one, ideally one 
which was light, non-folding and 
easily manoeuvrable. 

The chair Ms Howes wanted was 
costly but through a combination of 


Whati readers’ contributions can do 


Money donated by readers for the 
iChristmas appeal will be used to 
provide grants to people with MS, or 
their carers, and every penny makes 
a difference. Equipment and services 
paid for by the grants can be as 
diverse as mobility scooters, sailing 
lessons and Wii units. They all bring 
huge improvements to the quality of 
life of people with the condition. 

£25 Buys mobility aids to give 
someone with MS more freedom to 
live independently. 

£50 Contributes towards specialist 
eating equipment to help someone 
with MS take back control. 

£80 Helps fund specialist eating 
equipment to enable independence. 


£100 Goes towards a laptop to help 
someone with MS stay connected 
and make new friends. 

£250 One-off activities, reducing 
isolation, leisure courses and/or 
memberships to support wellbeing. 
£600 Standard bed, essential 
domestic appliances and/or essential 
home repairs to aid mobility. 
£1,000 Communication aids and 
car adaptations. 

£1,500 Mobility scooters, exercise 
equipment, riser recliner chairs and 
profiling beds. 

£1,800 Respite breaks with 
specialist care. 

£2,000 A wheelchair and major 
home adaptations. 


Rhona Elliot 
relies onalarge 
motorised 
wheelchair 
(top) during her 
rural pursuits 


a wheelchair services voucher, a 


grant from MS Research and Relief 


and a grant from the MS Society, 
she was able to get one. 

The MS Society is i’s partner in 
this year’s Christmas Appeal. The 
money raised will fund grants to 
improve the lives of people with 
MS, and those around them. 

“Tt’s just absolutely fantastic,” 
she said. “It’s the best gift I’ve ever 
been given. I don’t think people 
realise just what your chair is to 
you — it’s an extension of you, it 
becomes a big part of you. 

“Tt is my independence, there’s 
no two ways about it. Having 
the right type of chair at home is 
essential for some people. These 
are just life-changing things. 

“When people raise money and 
give to charities like this they make 
such a huge difference.” 


HOW TO DONATE 

Every single pound donated 
to thei Christmas Appeal 
makes a difference. Whether 
wishing to donate £1 or 
£1,000, readers can use 

the coupon for card debits 
and for cheques, sending 

it to Freepost MS Society. 
Alternatively, you can donate 
online at mssociety.org.uk/ 
i-appeal. Donations of £5 can 
be made by text to 70800, 
stating FUTURE2. 


! 





Yes, please accept my gift to make sure no one faces MS alone 


[| £25 could go towards mobility aids 
to give someone with MS more 
freedom to live independently 


[J £100 could go towards a laptop 
to help someone with MS stay 
connected and make new friends 


Please make cheques payable to MS Society, or debit my: 














Mastercard 





Noone 
should face MS 





VISA 














Grant recipient 


Tcan now go 
anwhere I want 


RHONA ELLIOT, 65, isa former 
amateur jockey and racehorse trainer 
from Jedburgh in the Scottish Borders 


Rhona Elliot, an outdoorswoman 
who loves rural pursuits, relies on 
a large motorised wheelchair. It is 
perfect for countryside activities 
such as eventing or walking her 
dogs as it can move around easily 
over grass. 

But the wheelchair is very bulky 
and Ms Elliot, who has an OBE for 
services to horse-racing and charity, 
was having to be pushed in a manual 
chair when she went shopping, to 
the cinema or to a restaurant. 

But, with the help of an MS 
Society grant of £2,089, she has 
been able to buy a new, smaller 
electric wheelchair much better 
suited to these sorts of activities. 

The best thing about it, she said, 
is the freedom it offers her. “When 
you go shopping or anywhere you 
can do what you want to do - you 
are not being pushed by someone,” 


she said. 
hristmas 
ppeal 


[| £50 could contribute to buying 
specialist eating equipment 
to help someone with MS take 
back control 


[J My own amount of 
£ 


alone. 
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Signature: 


Name: 
Address: 


Email: 


Telephone: 


Text: FUTURE2 to 70800 to donate £5 
Visit: mssociety.org.uk/i-appeal to donate online 


Post this form to FREEPOST MS SOCIETY and it will get to us 


We’ll use the information provided to process your donation. We’d love to stay in 
— touch about our latest news, information, local events and fundraising appeals. 
. Please contact me by Email: = Yes 


To find out how we use and manage your personal data you can see our full 
privacy notice at www.mssociety.org.uk/privacy. We promise as the MS Society 
to respect and keep secure your personal information. 


You'll be charged your standard network rate in addition to your £5 text donation. To opt-out of future 
text messages from us please text MS NOSMS to 88008. Your kind gift will go to support our cig 

If we’re able to raise more than £110,000 the money will be used across the MS Society’s work. 
Registered charity nos 1139257/SCO041990. Registered as a limited company in England and Wales 07451571 
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A lot of 
television 
assumes the 
viewer isa 

bit daft, and 

| don't think 
they are. They 
smell a rat 
very quickly 


James May 

The ‘Grand Tour’ 
and former ‘Top 
Gear’ presenter on 
the problem with 
entertainment 
today 





te} @theipaper 


facebook.com/theipaper i@inews.co.uk 


Please include a contact address with all correspondence 


JEREMY 
CORBYN 





Will this be 
the Labour 
leaders time? 


The Spectator 

This year should 
present an open goal 
for Labour. Internal 
critics point to the fact 
that Corbyn is well 
practised in missing 
open goals. Will this 
be Corbyn’s year? If it’s 
not, it might never be. 
(Katy Balls) 


Financial Times 
The Labour left has 
long accused leaders 
of betraying the 
membership. Mr 
Corbyn has form — he 
gave way on the policy 
to back renewal of 
Trident. Like Alexandre 
Auguste Ledru-Rollin 
seeing Parisians 
marching on the street 
in 1848, it is time for 
Mr Corbyn to cry: 
“lam their Leader. 

| must follow them!” 





The Opinion Matrix 
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Difficulties 
arise for big 
business 


Bloomberg 

The US-China trade 
war has hampered 
suppliers’ ability to get 
credit. How long it will 
take for confidence 

to return is anyone's 
guess. For those 
gauging the prospects 
for Apple, keeping an 
eye on how the likes 

of Fanuc are doing in 
China may help. 
(Anjani Trivedi) 


CNBC 

The cost of a Starbucks 
latte is less than 

anew iPhone, but 

the coffee chain is 
unlikely to escape 
China’s economic 
slowdown. The firm 
has an expansion plan 
for China, Starbucks’ 


second-biggest market, 


but sales have 
been slowing. 


NANCY 
PELOSI 


Democrat 
returns to test 
President 


Washington Post 
Pelosi insisted 

on ending our 
conversation by 
declaring: “We want 
America’s heart to be 
full of love as we go 
forward.”A delightful 
thought. But for 
Trump, it will be 
tough Love. 

(E J Dionne) 


GQ 

Trump has squandered 
his last opportunity to 
secure anything in 

the deal that will 
resemble the border 
security package he 
wants. It is a dilemma 
for which he has no one 
but himself to blame. 
Nancy Pelosi and her 
Democratic caucus 
have earned the right 
to resolve it however 
they see fit. 





COMMENT FROM HOME AND ABROAD 


DRY 
JANUARY 





Abstinence is 


not the way to 
better health 


The Guardian 
What's needed is not 
the crazy switchback 
from drunk December 
to dry January. We 
need to learn not the 
virtue of short-term 
abstinence, nor to 
desperately hope that 
a month off the pop 
will catalyse a lifestyle 
revolution, but the way 
of moderation. 

(Stuart Jeffries) 


Irish Independent 
The benefits of giving 
up for one month per 
year are not clear, with 
some experts claiming 
it could do more 

harm than good. I'll be 
conducting my own 
little study, to see if 
reinventing myself as a 
teetotaller for January 
can help me make the 
best of 2019. 


MIGRANT 
CROSSINGS 





A \ — 


Sajid Javid 
has been 
decisive 





Daily Mirror 

Imagine how desperate 
you must be to risk 
your life by trying to 
cross a wintry Channel 
inasmall boat. They 
would never risk 
sucha dangerous 
undertaking unless 

the situation was 
especially hopeless. 
Their plight demands 

a compassionate 
response. 

(Editorial) 


TheSun 

Yes, the numbers 
arriving in Kent are 
small — so what? 

If they are warmly 
welcomed, many more 
will risk it and drown. 
Who will the Left 
blame then? The Home 
Secretary Sajid Javid 
was commendably 
blunt. Let's see action. 





They keep 
going up and 
up and up 


Daily Mail 

As fares have soared, 
rail staff have done 
nicely. If they really 
wanted a fair deal 

for passengers, 

they'd stop driving up 
fares with extortionate 
pay demands and end 
their spiteful strike 
action. But they 

dont. All these 
wreckers want 

is areturn to 
nationalisation. 
(Editorial) 


The Independent 
There is no point in 
picking pointless 
political fights with 
Staff and trade unions. 
It’s atypical Tory 
tactic: talk down hard- 
working staff in public 
while refusing to meet 
them to find solutions 
to their problems. 





(John McTernan) 


(Julia Horowitz) 





(Jay Willis) 








(Julia Molony) (Editorial) 





(Sadiq Khan) 





Life In Brief 


PETER THOMPSON FOOTBALLER 





Wingers usually belonged to one of 
two categories in 1960s football - the 
type who pushed the ball beyond his 
full back before sprinting past him, and 
the kind that used cunning and skill 
to leave rivals feeling as if they had 
twisted blood. Peter Thompson was a 
thrilling exponent of both styles. 

Thompson, who has died aged 
76, sparkled on the left flank during 
Liverpool's era of dominance under the 
management of Bill Shankly, winning 
two Football League championship 
medals. Born and raised in Carlisle, 
Thompson became a coveted schoolboy 
player operating as an inside- 
forward. Preston North End, having 
Lost the irreplaceable Tom Finney to 
retirement, won the tussle to sign him 
and “the new Finney’ made his First 
Division debut against Arsenal aged 17 
at the start of the 1960-61 season. 

The campaign ended with Preston 


suffering relegation from the top flight. 
Thompson then played for two seasons 
in the old Second Division and caught 
Shankly’s eye in an FA Cup tie against 
Liverpool in 1962. The following year, 
the club paid a record £40,000 to bring 
him to Anfield. 

Liverpool's respectable eighth-place 
finish had been rendered unacceptable 
by the sight of neighbouring Everton at 
the pinnacle of the English game. The 
right-footed Thompson, playing on the 
left and adding the ability to cut inside 
on to his right to his other qualities, 
would have a major role in tilting the 
balance of power. 

He appeared in all 42 league matches 
in his first season, 1963-64, which 
culminated in Liverpool routing 
Arsenal 5-0. Thompson scored twice as 
they claimed a first championship in 17 
years before a delirious Kop. 

The trophies kept coming - the FA 


Cup for the first time in Liverpool's 
history in 1965, after Thompson's 
goal set them on their way to a semi- 
final victory over Chelsea; the League 
again in 1966 when he missed only 
two games - with “Tommo’and 
fellow England winger lan Callaghan 
providing the ammunition for Roger 
Hunt and lan St John. 

Steve Heighway's emergence in the 
autumn of 1970 signalled the beginning 
of the end for Thompson's rampages in 
red. He appeared as substitute in the 
1971 FA Cup final, helping create the 
goal Heighway netted against eventual 
winners Arsenal. 

He then became a peripheral figure, 
nursing various knee injuries, before 
Bolton bought him for £18,000 in 
early 1974. He retired after the 1977-78 
season, and went on to runa caravan 
park at Morecambe Bay and ahotelin 
Harrogate with his wife, Debbie, before 





going to live in Portugal. Bob Paisley, 
Shankly’s successor, said he would 
have represented his country many 
more times had he possessed “a bit 
more venom’ and been ‘less nice and 
even-tempered’. 

His wing partner Callaghan 
nevertheless marked his death by 
describing him as “a really special 
player”. THE INDEPENDENT 


Born 27 November 1942 
Died 31 December 2018 
Phil Shaw 
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An exaggerated portrait of genius 


Brexit drama allows viewers to think EU withdrawal was inevitable 


don’t, as arule, enjoy political 

dramas. Not because they’re 

busman’s holidays but 

because I tend to find them 

frustrating. The villainous 

characters — often but not 
always drawn from the political 
right — tend to either be buffoons or 
to explain their motivations with 
speeches that would be better left to 
a subpar children’s T'V show. 

The real-life world of politics 
does tend to include more than 
its fair share of political decisions 
that I believe to be villainous with 
destructive consequences. But the 
people who do them don’t justify 
their decisions — even in private 
- with a cackle and a twirl ofa 
moustache. As the American writer 
John Barth once wrote, “everyone is 
necessarily the hero of his own life 
story”. Every political cruelty, large 
and small, has been the work of 
someone who believes themselves 
to be right. 

A good story, whether it is a film, 
a book or a television show, has 
villains whose motivations make 
sense and whose self-justification is 
terrifyingly believable, at least when 
you are in their company. Whether 
they are the architect of a space 
laser that can destroy a planet in 
the blink of an eye or covering up 
corporate corruption, stories fall 
flat when the bad guys’ words ring 
hollow — and they tend to do so more 
often than not in political dramas. 

One of the few exceptions to 
the rule is the playwright James 
Graham, who works, largely but 
not exclusively, in political drama 
(though he is also the author of a 
number of non-political works). His 
Brexit: The Uncivil War, the story 
of the rival campaign teams in the 
2016 referendum, airs on Channel 4 
this coming Monday. 

What elevates Graham is his 
compassion - he takes great effort 
to treat his subjects as human 
beings. Their actions may be 
monstrous, and some of them are 
out-and-out monsters: but they are 
recognisable human beings with 
their own aims, not caricatures. 
The Uncivil War, as is typical of his 
work, is brilliantly written and put 
together. It isn’t wholly accurate: 
some major players aren’t in it at 
all, while others have mere walk-on 
parts, but it is, of course, fiction and 
brilliantly told fiction at that. 

Good fiction requires strong 
leading characters, and The Uncivil 
War’s leading character is Dominic 
Cummings, the campaign’s balding 
head of strategy played by Benedict 
Cumberbatch, aka Sherlock, aka 





= 


eee 





Doctor Stephen Strange. It is in 
the interests of writers to make 
senior political aides into influential 
figures because someone has to 
drive the plot and cause tension. 

It is also in the interests of senior 
political aides to turn themselves 
into legends for a number of 
reasons: the first, of course, is that 
it motivates junior staffers more 
if they feel they are working for 
a visionary rather than an older 
version of themselves. The second 
is that campaigns don’t last forever 
but food and housing costs do, and 
you're more likely to get another job 
if people think you are brilliant. 

Cummings undoubtedly did 
have a unique contribution to the 
Leave campaign but his influence is 
exaggerated at Westminster. If you 
examine the successful campaign 
against the Alternative Vote and 
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then the successful campaign to 
leave the European Union, you will 
notice a number of remarkable 
similarities: an absurd claim about 
the costs and a promise to use that 
money to spend more on public 
services. The two campaigns not 


only shared a method but an author: 


Matthew Elliott, the founder of 
the TaxPayers’ Alliance anda 


Cummings’ 
eccentricities 
make him more 
compelling 
than any other 
protagonist 
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supporting part in this programme. 
That’s not to say that this would 
have been a better drama with 
Elliott as its leading man: one 

of the reasons why The Uncivil 

War is so good is that Cummings’ 
eccentricities make him more 
compelling than any other possible 
protagonist would be. It wouldn’t 
even have been more accurate 
because all campaigns, whether 
they fail or flourish, are the product 
of multiple authors, which makes 
for messy television. 

The problem with the image of a 
genius campaign manager, whoever 
they are, is that it is an excuse for 
the defeated, as much as they are 
a prize for the victorious. How 
could we have won facing such a 
genius? But the answers to how 
pro-Europeans could have done 
better in 2016 are clear: to have 
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Benedict Cumberbatch as 


Dominic Cummings (centre), 
with Richard Goulding as Boris 
Johnson and Oliver Maltman 
as Michael Gove in ‘Brexit: The 
Uncivil War’ JOSS BARRATT 





made the case for Europe much 
earlier and with more conviction, 
for the Government not to have 
unveiled a punishingly cruel budget 
in the run-up to it, and to have 
secured a Labour leader willing 
to take political damage to keep 
Britain in the EU beforehand. 

That’s something that The Uncivil 
War itself acknowledges in its 
pivotal face-off between the two 
rival campaign chiefs - “Heat for 
policy wonks” as Graham dubs 
it - but I suspect that for many 
Remainers viewing, they’ll take 
from it the comforting truth that we 
lost because of a genius rather than 
events within our control. 

That’s the problem with good 
telly - you can take a lot of possible 
meanings from it. 


@stephenkb 
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A question of 
governance 


A desire to be governed 
by our elected politicians 
rather than faceless 
Eurocrats has been 
cited as one of the main 
reasons for leaving 
the EU. We have the 
chief Brexiteers, who 
disappeared when the 
going got tough, the 
rime Minister, who has 
little support for her one 
possible solution and 
Jeremy Corbyn- aman 
who does not seem to be 
able to mount a credible 
opposition. Throughout 
the negotiations, the EU 
has run rings round our 
representatives. Who 
would we prefer to be 
governed by? 
GERRY RADFORD 
CAMBRIDGE 


Language on 
the move 


I'm afraid that Neil 
Cairns (Your View, 

3 January) is mistaken 

in his interpretation of 
English words. In the 

UK, “stations” are where 
passengers wait for 
their trains, buses and 
trams; a “depot” is where 
buses are parked and 
serviced, while a “shed” is 
where trams and railway 
Locomotives are parked. 
DAVID R WILLIAMS 
LLANDUDNO, CONWY 


| agree entirely with Ken 
Smith and Neil Cairns’ 
comments about the 
misuse of English words. 
The most annoying 
phrase | hear is “See you 
later” when parting from 
temporary company, 
especially when there 

is no chance of the 
speaker and oneself ever 
meeting “later”! It may 
seem friendly but itisa 
pointless remark. 

One other word which 
is, to me, disrespectful is 
the word “cops” instead 
of police. 

DAVID CULM 
LITTLEOVER, 
DERBYSHIRE 


Can | briefly add two 
more Americanisms 





that | have noticeda 
Lot lately: “rookie” and 
“zero-sum-game’? 
ROBERT BOSTON 
KINGS HILL, KENT 


My two least 

favourite examples of 
Americanisms are “from 
the get-go” in place of 
the simpler “from the 
start”, and worst of all 
“stepping up to the plate’, 
a baseball-related term. 
We are a cricketing 
nation - we ‘step up to 
the crease” surely? 
DAVID DAY 

ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE 


It's not an Americanism 
(or is it?) but can 
someone explain the 
term “hike” as in “rail fare 
hike’? Is it different in 
some way to “rail fare 
increase’? It’s beginning 
to be irritating. 

KATHY WEBSTER 
LEAMINGTON SPA, 
WARWICKSHIRE 


Could | ask why the word 
“cupcake” appears to have 
replaced “bun”? “Bun’ is 
shorter than “cake”, thus 
signifying the fact that 
buns are smaller than 
cakes, whereas “cupcake” 
is almost twice as big and 
has no logical connection 
with cups. 
TJHONEYBONE 
DONCASTER, 
YORKSHIRE 


Translator 
required 


Reading Chris Green's 
run-down of Scots’ 
phrases (i, 2 January) 
reminded me very 
much of the first time | 
took my English wife to 
meet with my relatives 
in Stonehaven, near 
Aberdeen. 

She found it very 
disorientating since 
she could hardly follow 
any conversation. She 
expressed some surprise 
and alarm that many of 
the “white-haired old 
ladies” took to swearing 
a lot of the time. She 
found the expressions 
of “fits this, fas that” 
hard to fathom and 
assumed the “f” word 








was more common than 
in England. She was 
palbably relieved when 

| explained they meant 
“what’s this” and “where’s 
that”, thereby easing her 
mind that she had not 
married into a culture of 
coarse swearers! 

JIM WOOD 

OTTERY ST MARY, 
DEVON 


Good clean fun 
on the beach 


It’s not just the 
Australians who can 
celebrate without leaving 
masses of litter. On 
holiday in the South of 
France last summer, we 
were among thousands 
who filled the beach and 
streets at Valras-Plage 
to watcha spectacular 
firework display 
celebrating le 14 Juillet. 
When everyone left, the 
beach was spotless! 
LYNNE PEMBERTON 
ABBOTS MORTON, 
WORCESTERSHIRE 


Slow driving is 
not dangerous 


It is a scandal that it is 

an offence to drive below 
the minimum speed limit 
(i, 2 January). In my 
opinion, no accidents 

are caused by slow 
drivers on motorways. 





The accident is caused 
by others’ impatience, 
inattention, or loss 

of control. 

M FOSTER 
SHROPSHIRE 


Setters getting 
sneakier 


| have been a moderately 
successful tackler of 
cryptic crosswords 

for many years, but 

lam finding them 


increasingly challenging. 


Occasionally, even after 
seeing the solution, | 
still don't get it. Is this a 
sign that my 87-year-old 
brain is not quite up to 
the job or are the setters 
simply becoming more 
and more sneaky? 
GEOFF IVORY 
FRINTON-ON-SEA, 
ESSEX 


No-show GP 
charges unfair 


Concerned about 
people missing doctors’ 
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What have 
cupcakes got to 
do with cups, 
asks one reader 
AFPIGETTY 


appointments, Stuart 
Ackland suggests (Your 
View, 3 January) that 
patients have to make an 
advance credit\debit card 
“booking”, with a charge 
deducted for a no-show. 
But what about people 
like me who don't have 
any such cards? With 
my GP practice, it is hard 
to get through on the 
telephone to make an 
appointment, and | 
regularly hang up after 
being kept on hold for 
ages. Might people simi- 
larly be calling to make 
a cancellation but are 
unable to get aresponse? 
TIM MICKLEBURGH 
GRIMSBY, 
NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE 


Unfair certainly 
but not racist 


| completely agree 
with Deborah Orr 

(My View, 3 January) 
that the imposition of 
repatriation costs on 
women escaping from 





forced marriages abroad 
is unworthy of our 
government. However, 

| feel that her charge 

of racism on the part 

of the Foreign Office is 
unfounded. | am sure 
that any white British 
woman repatriated in 
similar circumstances 
would be presented with 
the same bill. 

ROBERT BAYNHAM 
EXMOUTH, DEVON 


Stoking the fires 
of debate 


| was interested to 

read Alan MacDonald’s 
good humoured take on 
Stoke-on Trent's location 
(Your View, 3 January). 
However confusion 
still reigns. He refers to 
Stoke-on-Trent as being 
undoubtedly the capital 
of the Potteries. Stoke- 
on-Trent is the Potteries 
-acity of six towns of 
which Stoke is only one. 
| guess one could argue 
that the town of Stoke 

is the capital - but most 
people who live there 
give primacy to Hanley. 
PHIL MANN 

HARROW, MIDDLESEX 


We need more 
than seatbelts 


According to 
government apologists, 
such as Amber Rudd, 
preparing for a “no deal 
Brexit” is a sensible 
precaution, just like 
wearing a Seatbelt. This is 
transparently fallacious. 
Car travel is a necessary 
everyday activity, but 
threatening a “no deal 
Brexit”is a reckless game 
of chicken. Parliament 
should already have 
declared itself ready to 
reject any such option. 
TERRY JOHNSON 
WIRRAL 
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Running away 


from cancer 
After a shock diagnosis, 


Tim Buynon hit the road to find 
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experiences. What sort of example 
is it to millennials, a group whom 
we advise must prepare for having 
at least six careers, if we middle- 
aged people give up having new 
experiences by the time we’re 47? 
I became chair of Hull City of 
Culture at 49. Had I ever chaired 
anything before? Nope. Was I 


Life can begin at 47 
Idris, if you want it to 


PEOPLE suggesting that all is left is dross terrified? Yes. It all worked out quite 
R ° and reruns is not only risible, given well, however. Last year, at 52, I 
osie the appetite for ageing stars in became a CEO for the first time. 


superhero films these days, but 

depressing. Idris, me old mucker, 

it’s not true! You definitely have 

not “covered it all” by the age of 47, 

unless you only ever wanted to be a 

treble in the choir, a Premier League 

striker or an Olympic gymnast. 
Earlier this year, I had a brain 

tumour removed from behind my 


These days, the need for career 
reinvention is acute. Jobs change, 
work demands alter and before 
you know it, your once-robust 
work stream has gone with the 
digital wind, and you have to start 
addressing that hideous thing 
known as a “skill set”. There is no 
point thinking, a la Elba, “whoops, I 











grandfathers, the marathon-running | Yep, I had beena BBC reporter, film-maker counsel of despair. Otherwise you 


dris Elba, an actor whom US eye. It was big, benign but brutal, am over 45, better not think about 
magazine People has deemed and it had to go. The resultant doing anything new, because I have 
the Sexiest Man Alive, is having operation was a success. The covered it all”. 
a bit of anew year crisis. tumour was all but completely From what I hear anyway, he 
“T’m losing my youth, I’m facing 50,” _| removed and I am fine. But in the hasn’t. I mean, Idris, have you 
he has wailed (he’s 47 this year), months before the op, the tumour quaffed a Martini in a tux and 
and apparently that means doors was not alone in my brain. Fear was ‘| seduced a babe before gunning down 
slamming everywhere and a major right beside it, all the time. I thought We the villain? Come on, now. Playing 
mid-life moment. I was going to die. I also found myself We) 007, the part you have been tipped 
“Tt’s not like you can make new doing a sort of mental checklist. I lap to take over for at least a decade, is a 
experiences so much, because wanted to know whether, at 53, I had \ an whole new ball game. 
you've probably covered it all.” done everything I wanted to do. Pay | Millennials, or anyone heading 
What? Tell that to the skydiving Yep, I had written those novels. ye 3 Theactorand for their fifties, do not listen to this 
( 











septuagenarians, the debut novelists | acolumnist in the broadsheets, a Idris Elba (47 might well be saying mournfully, 
who also hold a free bus pass. mother, a runner. But was it enough? _ this year) has “Able was I before I saw Elba”. 

To see someone who is, frankly, Had I, as Elba suggests, “covered it _ spoken of his And yes, I have waited for about 30 
only halfway through his Hollywood all”? I realised that of course I hadn't. | fear of getting years to put that palindrome into a 
career and the Marvel franchise I want to have many more new older GETTY column. THE INDEPENDENT 
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No one seems to want to be in charge of our borders 


SECURITY 


Mary 
Dejevsky 





hat an enormous amount 

of grandstanding there 

has been over the recent 

arrivals of “boat people” 
from across the Channel. 

On one side are those who have 
defined the 200 or so people reaching 
the UK over two months as a “major 
incident”, necessitating the recall of 
the Home Secretary from his holiday. 
On the other, are those who ridicule 
the concern, talk of overreaction, 
and argue that the UK can afford 
to accommodate those desperate 








enough to cross perilous winter seas. 
Both are wrong. The numbers do 

not constitute a “major incident”, 

or if they do, what might the then 
Government have called the arrival 
of more than 4,000 people through 
various cross-Channel routes in the 
summer of 2015? 

To belittle what is happening is also 
wrong, but this does not mean there 
is no question here. There is, but it 
is not one that is primarily about 
migration, but national security. 

The UK, as a collection of islands, 
has a tricky national border, 
complicated by its many small 
harbours and airfields. But one 
reason why the Leave slogan “take 
back control” had resonance was the 
inadequacy of UK border controls. 

What we are now seeing, for the 
umpteenth time, is the muddle the 
UK has got itself into on national 
security, responsibility for which 
seems to span the Home Office, the 
Ministry of Defence and the Armed 
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8 days 
half-board 
from only 





Departures from April to October 2019 


Your tour includes... 


Y Explore the old Venetian port of Chania, one of the most picturesque harbours 
in the eastern Mediterranean 


Y Sample Cretan cuisine, acknowledged as some of the best in the country and famed for 
its organic olive oil, herbs, wine and seafood 


Y Stroll through Crete’s beautiful Botanical Park 


¥ Wonderat the ancient Minoan palace of Knossos, part of Europe's oldest civilisation 


Y Visit Heraklion’s acclaimed archaeological museum with a local guide 


¥ Enjoy some of the best walks on the island and admire the incredible mountain 
views and unspoilt villages 


Y Return flights from a selection of UK airports, plus hotel transfers 


Y Seven nights in three-star accommodation, plus breakfast and dinner 


Y Theservices of our experienced and insightful 


tour manager 


Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. Single supplements may 

apply. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 
ATOL 3430 protected. Subject to availability. Additional entrance costs may apply. Images used in os 
conjunction with Riviera Travel. For further information please write to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 


328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DE141SP. 
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For more information or to book, please call: 


01283 523447 


or visit: wwW.ipariviera.co.uk 
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Forces, with no one obviously in 
charge. The to-ing and fro-ing of 
recent days between the MoD and 
the Home Office about whether to 
call in the Navy to patrol the Channel 
illustrates the confusion. Should it be 
up to the Home Secretary to call in 
the Navy, or should the order come 
from the MoD, or the Prime Minister? 
The MoD says that it would be happy 
to help, but implies that it has not 
been asked. 

Meanwhile, our Armed Forces 
are busy patrolling other people’s 
borders. The Navy dispatched a ship 
to the Black Sea a few weeks ago 
to help protect Ukraine after the 
incident with Russia near the Sea of 
Azov. At least until Brexit, we have 
two ships with the EU’s Frontex 
operation in the Mediterranean, and 
we have had a warship sail around the 
South China Sea, signalling to China 
that these are international waters. 

All of which chimes well with the 
UK's self-image as a sea-faring nation 
- or it would do if our own borders 
were also being patrolled. At one 
time, it appears, there was aerial 
surveillance of the English Channel, 
but this was ended by Theresa May 
when she was home secretary. But 
why was such a decision the preserve 
of the home secretary, not the MoD? 

The farce of reported drone 
sightings that closed Gatwick airport 
on one of the busiest days of the year 
reflects the same confusion. If there 
was judged to be a serious threat 
to the security of flights, surely the 
military should have been called in 
sooner. Instead it was the local police, 
whose own drones may or may not 
have been the ones then reported by 
the ever-helpful local public. Is this 
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There has been confusion 
about who should be 
patrolling the Channel PA 


Securing 
national 
borders 
isa prime 
function 
for the 
Government 











innocence, incompetence, or just 
the complacency of a country that 
suffered its last invasion in 1066? 

Successive UK governments seem 
to have preferred an international 
presence to domestic defence, our 
Trident nuclear capability being a 
case in point. Yet securing national 
borders is a prime function for the 
government of any sovereign state. 
Why is our coastguard so small and 
neglected, when it could be a proud 
and prominent national service? 

It is time to look afresh at the 
whole area of border protection. A 
reordering of priorities in this area 
could actually command popular 
support. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Explosion of 
content is 
killing CDs 


illennials get a lot of 

grief. They’re either 

fragile, frivolous or just 

infuriatingly young. 
But one thing we can’t accuse 
them of though, is propping up the 
ailing CD market. 

Sales fell again in 2018, by 
nearly a quarter and it may feel 
like something is being taken 
away from us: the ability to touch, 
store, dust or misplace our art 
(and in the end to drag them 
along to the charity shop). In 
truth though, it is a reasonable act 





of self-preservation. Doubtless 
millennials will be as glorious, 
futile and catastrophic as all the 
others, but we do need to extend 
a hand of sympathy over the 
crushing cultural burden we have 
passed down to them. 

The sheer volume of cultural 
material has exploded through 
every decade. The number of 
albums released per year in 
the US more than doubled in 
the decade to 2006. Just before 
the financial crisis in 2008, the 
number was above 100,000. Not 
every one is asmash, but every 
year, musical icons are minted. 

In 2014, the British Film 
Institute warned that the number 
of films released at UK cinemas 
was at “ridiculous” levels when 
it hit 698. Last year, that number 
reached 760. IMDb now lists 
more than halfa million movies 
and more than 3.5 million TV 
episodes. And of course, there are 
1,000 books to read before you die 


media”. When I was in my teens, 
that meant computer games. It 
felt like we played Mario Kart 

or GoldenEye for months, years 


even. In 2017, the gaming platform 


Steam churned out more than 20 
new releases a day. 

The comedian Adam Buxton 
sometimes kicks off his online 
interviews with the playful lyric: 


“T added one more podcast to the 
giant podcast bin...” He’s got a 
point. There are now more than 
600,000 on the go and millions of 
episodes in turn. More than 5,000 
YouTube channels have 1.5m+ 
subscribers. New stars are being 
spawned everywhere you look. 

When I was trying to make 
sense of the adult world, the 
bygone cultural reference points 
required were straightforward. I 
could build a passing knowledge 
of the Beatles; and take in the 
basics of Gone with the Wind. 

Will millennials bother 
to understand the artistic 
touchstones of other generations 
while living in their own relentless 
cultural here-and-now? Will 
anyone under 20 ever watch old 
episodes of Big Train? 

Then there will be the deaths. 
Newspaper obituary desks will 
need a breaking news ticker. The 
names of the dead will barely 


. | flicker in most people’s minds. 
That’s all before we look at “new 


The explosion of entertainment 
content is slowly killing CDs 
and rightly so. It is also creating 
generational islands, adrift from 
each other. The only real solution 
lies with the old timers. If they 
want to retain a cultural link to 
the kids, they need to jettison 
the artefacts of the past and run 
headlong into the frantic soup of 
the new. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Luton Muslim’s love of Springsteen 


looks born to run at Sundance 


By Adam Sherwin 
ARTS AND MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 


The true story of Bruce Springs- 
teen’s inspirational influence on a 
young Muslim boy growing up in 
Luton will receive its world premiere 
at the Sundance Film Festival. 

Blinded By The Light, which has 
the rock star’s blessing, is based on 
the memoir of journalist Sarfraz 
Manzoor, who found his voice 
through Springsteen’s music while 
navigating the racial tensions of 
Britain in the late 80s. 

One of the most keenly anticipated 
films of 2019, Blinded By The Light is 
directed by Gurinder Chadha, who 
brought Bend It Like Beckham to the 
screen, and stars Kulvinder Ghir, 
Hayley Atwell and Rob Brydon. 

It has been selected to receive its 
world premiere this month at the 
Salt Lake City festival founded by 
Robert Redford, famed for provid- 
ing an international launch-pad to 
independent film-makers and low- 
budget movies. 

Manzoor, who was two years old 
when his family emigrated from 
Pakistan to join his father, chroni- 
cles how his life, a constant battle to 
reconcile being British and Muslim, 
changed forever when a friend intro- 
duced him to Springsteen’s music. 

The film, a “hybrid musical”, has 
characters singing along to Spring- 
steen hits, while his songs are also 
woven into the narrative of the film. 
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“Tt’s about finding the cinematic 
inspiration of those songs,” said 
Chadha, who along with Manzoor, 
pitched the film to Springsteen 
during a chance meeting in London. 

There is a strong British presence 
among Sundance’s 112 films, repre- 


senting 33 countries, including The 
Souvenir. Tilda Swinton stars with 
her daughter Honor in this drama 
about a young film student navi- 
gating a turbulent courtship with a 
charismatic but untrustworthy man 
played by Tom Burke. 


{ i Manzoor said the film 
was atribute to his late 
father and the power of music 
to “transcend race, religion, 
nationality and class”. 





if AANUARY 2019 








PEOPLE 


Billy Connolly: 
death is near but 
Im not afraid 


By Keiran Southern 


Sir Billy Connolly has said he does 
not fear death and described old age 
as an “adventure” as he spoke about 
his life with Parkinson’s disease. 

The comedian (inset) was diag- 
nosed with the degenerative 
neurological condition in 
2018 and will appear 
in the second part 
of his BBC docu- 
mentary series, 
Made In Scotland, 
this evening. 

Sir Billy will 
reflect on his 
life and career in 
showbiz while admit- 
ting he is “near the end”. 

According to the Daily Mirror, 
he will say: “My life, it’s slipping away 
and I can feel it and I should. I’m 75 
— I’m near the end. I’m a damn sight 
nearer the end than I am the begin- 
ning. But it doesn’t frighten me, it’s 
an adventure and it is quite interest- 
ing to see myself slipping away. 

“As bits slip off and leave me, 
talents leave and attributes leave. I 
don’t have the balance I used to have, 
I don’t have the energy I used to have. 
I can’t hear the way I used to hear, I 
can’t see as good. I can’t remember 
the way I used to remember.” 

Sir Billy was diagnosed with Par- 
kinson’s while undergoing surgery 
for prostate cancer in 2013. 

Billy Connolly: Made In Scotland 
will air tonight on BBC2 at 9pm. 





TECHNOLOGY 


Hackers take control of Google TVs to prove flaws 


By Martyn Landi 


Hackers have taken control of 
Google smart TV devices around the 
world in a stunt to raise awareness 
of cybersecurity and to promote a 
gaming YouTuber. 

They claim to have accessed more 
than 70,000 Chromecast devices 
- used to stream content on a 
TV - by taking advantage of an 
internet router setting that makes 


connected devices such as 
Chromecasts publicly 
viewable online. 

The hackers, who 
call themselves 
HackerGiraffe and 
j3wssr, displayed a 
message on TV 
screens telling users 
their device had been 
taken over, warning 
them their WiFi informa- 





70,000 


The number of 
Chromecast devices 
that the hackers 
claim to have 
Fake 1-11-10 


tion was at risk and 
broadcasting videos 
including those from 
PewDiePie, the most 
subscribed-to indi- 
vidual on YouTube. 
On a website 
apparently set up to 






the success of the inci- 


they carried out the attack 





TELEVISION 


‘Black Mirror star quits social media 


By Laura Harding 


An actor says he has quit social media 
for the sake of his mental health days 
after appearing in a Netflix film. 

Will Poulter, 25, who was trolled 
by people criticising his looks after 
his starring role in the “Black Mir- 
ror” film Bandersnatch, said it was 
best for him to avoid the “inevitable 
negatives” that come with a social 
media presence. 

In a lengthy online post, the Bafta- 
winning star wrote: “In light of my 


recent experiences I am choos- 
ing to take a step back, of sorts, 


from Twitter. 


celebrate and track 


dent, the hackers say 


“Taccept all criticisms and it’s been 
a delight to learn that so many of you 
enjoyed what many people worked 
very hard to produce. 

“As we all know there is a balance 
to be struck in our engagements 
with social media.” 

Some online posters branded Poul- 
ter “ugly” after his appearance in the 
interactive drama Bandersnatch, 
which aired last week. 


Will Poulter starred asa games 
programmer in the Netflix drama 








to highlight router vulnerabilities. 
“We want to help you, and also 
our favourite YouTubers (mostly 
PewDiePie). We’re only trying to 
protect you and inform you of this 
before someone takes real advan- 
tage of it. Imagine the consequences 
of having access to the information 
above,” the hackers said. 

Google has confirmed it is aware of 
the problem and is offering guidance 
on how to handle the attack. 


The technology company said 
users could protect their devices 
by turning off a feature known as 
Universal Plug and Play (UPnP), 
which can be done througha router’s 
settings website. 

Last year, the same hackers 
claimed responsibility for a similar 
attack that forced thousands of 
printers to print out messages sup- 
porting the YouTuber PewDiePie, 
whose real name is Felix Kjellberg. 





SOCIETY 


Tributes to transgender pioneer 


By Jack Shepherd 


Julia Grant, the transgender activist 
who shared her story on primetime 
British television, has died aged 64. 

Ms Grant was the subject of the 
documentary A Change of Sex, a 
four-part BBC series that began 
in 1979 and followed her transition 
from male to female. She suffered 
from multiple health problems 
last year but died after a short ill- 
ness, having previously survived 
bowel cancer. 


Ms Grant’s brother, Gary Roberts, 
said she had “worked tirelessly for 
her community”, adding: “She was 
a bit like Marmite, but she probably 
built more bridges in her community 
than she burnt. She inspired a lot of 
people to believe in themselves and 
was always there to fight the cause.” 

Ms Grant, who lived in Manches- 
ter, wrote two books about her life, 
helped to launch Benidorm Gay 
Pride and counselled young people 
in the US considering gender reas- 
signment surgery. 
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NORTH KOREA 


Diplomat and his wife flee - and go into hiding 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
IN SEOUL 


North Korea’s acting ambassador to 
Italy went into hiding with his wife in 
November, South Korea’s spy agency 
has told politicians in Seoul. 

A high-profile defection by one 
of North Korea’s elite would be an 
embarrassment for unpredictable 
leader Kim Jong-un as he pursues 
diplomacy with Seoul and Washing- 
ton and seeks to portray himself as 
a player in international geopolitics. 

South Korean politician Kim 
Min-ki said an official from Seoul’s 
National Intelligence Service (NIS) 





SAUDI ARABIA 


Khashoggi 
murder 
trial opens 


By Asma Alsharif 
IN DUBAI 


Saudi Arabian prosecutors want 
the death penalty for five of the 11 
suspects detained over the mur- 
der of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
it emerged yesterday, as their trial 
began in a Saudi court. 

Saudi officials have also sent new 
letters to the Turkish public prosecu- 
tor asking for “any evidence 
connected to this case”, 
which has rattled the 

Saudi royal court and 
damaged the reputa- 
tion of 38-year-old 
Crown Prince Moham- 
med bin Salman, whom 
many suspect of having 
sanctioned the killing. 
Mr Khashoggi (inset) was 
close to the royal circles before he 
began writing for the Washington Post 
and criticising Saudi politics when he 
moved to the United States last year. 

The whereabouts of Mr Khashog- 
gi’s remains are still unknown, but 
a Turkish television channel on 
Monday showed new footage of men 
carrying suitcases purportedly con- 
taining the remains into the resi- 
dence of the Saudi consul general in 
Istanbul. REUTERS 












ITALY 





shared the information about Jo 
Song Gil during a closed-door 
briefing. 

The intelligence official said that 
Mr Jo (inset) and his wife es- 
caped the official residence 
in early November, weeks 
before his term was to 
end in late November. 

Mr Kim did not say 
whether the NIS re- 
vealed any information 
about Mr Jo’s current 
whereabouts, or whether the 
diplomat had plans to defect to 
South Korea. 

He added that the intelligence 







agency has not been contacted by 
Mr Jo. 
The NIS official did not reveal 
whether Mr Jo and his wife were 
accompanied by any chil- 
dren. The NIS earlier said 
it could not confirm a 
South Korean media 
report that Mr Jo was 
under the protection of 
the Italian government, 
as he seeks asylum in a 
Western nation. 
North Korea has not yet 
commented on Mr Jo’s status. An 
Italian foreign ministry official said 
the North Korean had not requested 


asylum from Italy and that Mr Jo no 
longer held diplomatic status in Italy. 

North Korea, which touts itself in 
its propaganda as a socialist para- 
dise, is extremely sensitive about 
defections, especially among its 
elite diplomatic corps, and has pre- 
viously insisted that they are South 
Korean or US plots to undermine its 
government. 

Koh Yu-hwan, a North Korea ex- 
pert at Seoul’s Dongguk University, 
said North Korea may publicly ig- 
nore Mr Jo’s possible defection or 
hold back harsh criticism to avoid 
highlighting the vulnerability of its 
government, as it pursues diplomacy 


with Washington and Seoul. 

The last senior North Korean dip- 
lomat to have defected is Thae Yong 
Ho, the country’s former deputy am- 
bassador to the United Kingdom at 
its embassy in London, who fled to 
South Korea in 2016. AP 

{ i The highest-level North 

Korean to seek asylum 

in South Korea was Hwang 

Jang-yop, a senior ruling 

Workers’ Party official who 


once tutored Kim Jong-un’s late 
father, dictator Kim Jong-il. 
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hot-headed? 


A Sikh warrior blows fire 
during areligious procession 
ahead of a remembrance of 
Guru Gobind Singhin Jammu, 
India. Guru Gobind Singh, 
the 10th Sikh guru, will have 
the anniversary of his birth 

= officially marked tomorrow. 
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Serie A boss defends Saudi match 


By Andrew Dampf 


The head of Italian football’s Serie 
A has responded to increasing 
government criticism over the 
decision to play the Italian Super 
Cup in Saudi Arabia, calling it a 
“historic” opportunity for Saudi 
women to attend an international 
football match. 

After tickets for the 16 January 
game between Juventus and 
AC Milan went on sale with 
segregated sectors for “singles” 


and “families” to separate men 
and women, interior minister 
Matteo Salvini said it was “a 
shame” for the game to be played 
in a country where women cannot 
go to the stadium unless they are 
accompanied by men. 

“T won’t watch that match,” 
added Mr Salvini.“Soccer isa 
slave to business and television.” 

Serie A president Gaetano 
Micciché insisted that women 
can in fact go to the match 
unaccompanied by men. AP 
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One-minute Wijuko 
Howto play Place 1-9 once 
in the grid, obeying the sums 
between pairs of squares 
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THAILAND 
Tourists leave islands in eye of storm 


By Tom Embury-Dennis 


Tens of thousands of tourists have 
escaped popular resort islands in 
Thailand ahead of the first tropical 
storm to hit the country’s southern 
shores in almost 30 years. 

Tropical storm Pabuk is expected 
to bring 40mph winds, heavy rains 
and seven-metre waves to the area 
today, including the islands Koh 
Phangan and Koh Tao. 

Krikkrai Songthanee, Koh 
Phangan district chief, said: “The 
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islands are almost empty... between 
30,000 to 50,000 have left since the 
New Year’s Eve countdown parties.” 

Chaiyan Thurasakul, the mayor 
of Koh Tao, an iconic diving spot, 
said boats to the mainland were 
packed with tourists, but several 
thousand of them remained and 
were likely to see out the storm. 

The Thai Meteorological Depart- 
ment warned of heavy downpours 
and strong winds in several prov- 
inces, including Samui, Phuket 
and Krabi. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sign of storm easing, dropping 
east after crossing over half of 
Kent (6,9) 

Q Takes in information about 

reserve funds (4,3) 

Rank boozer with nothing to 

gain (7) 

Discharge liege stoning 

guards (5) 

Aviator's landing spot on heath 

with dame right in the way (9) 

State one's disadvantages 

stopping success (9) 

Boot editor back, in 

confrontation (5) 

Refute most of ideology (5) 

He works out inverse equation 

group holding yours truly 

back (9) 

Duck head, way to be let in by 

best bouncer (4,5) 
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26 Turned around taxi in Queens 

and moved fast (15) 
DOWN 15 
1 Amusing bendy pen bewilders 
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Man withholding loot, 
ultimately (5) 

Point on slate to crack (7) 
Father covering former 
university's roof (7) 


Australian native (6-3,6) 
Cake-maker fills middle of 
kirsch slices (7) 

Choose way to report 
conductor (9) 

Allowed on a lake (5) 

Initially bewildered in 

Indian state, grandmother's 

to freak out (2,7) 

Beat bachelor taking out women 
in fling (5) 

Wino with tip-off about good 
wine being discounted (7) 
Experience delays? Choose 
Smart car, perhaps (3,3,9) 
Interdependent, as mob is with 
city criminal (9) 

Benign bore, excellent leader of 
train-spotters (4-5) 

Reasonable American serving in 
pub (7) ‘e 
Wrongly pick up fleece - I’m 
rising above that (7) 

Prude’s disheartened after the 
blue chat on-line (5) 

Larissa’s letter is manifest to 
have rent extracted to support 
king (5) 
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Church wants 
election victor 
to be named 


By Giulia Paravicini 
IN KINSHASA 


Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
Catholic Church said yesterday 
it was clear which candidate 
won the country’s presidential 
election, and demanded that the 
electoral commission publish 
accurate results. 

The church, one of Congo’s 
most trusted institutions and rep- 
resenting about 40 per cent of its 
80 million population, based its 
finding on tallies from more than 
40,000 observers it deployed for 
the 80 December poll, meant to 
mark the country’s first demo- 
cratic transfer of power. 

The church’s bishops confer- 
ence, known as CENCO, did not 
say which candidate had won. 

But if its count points to victory 
for an opposition candidate, it 
could set up a standoff with outgo- 
ing President Joseph Kabila’s rul- 
ing coalition, which has insisted its 
manis poised to win. The electoral 
commission said the final result 
will be delayed because counting 
centres are still waiting for 80 per 
cent of local vote tallies. REUTERS 








FINANCE FROM 


£21 


PER MONTH 








Roswell Dining Table & 4 Chairs 


Oro | 0344 847 2626 | harveysfurniture.co.uk 


*Excludes Care and Protection and delivery. Prices shown include an extra 10% off. Delivery charges apply, assembly available ask for further details. Savings calculated based on individual price per 
piece. Monthly payments calculated over 4 years interest free credit at 0% APR. Credit is available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. Minimum spend of £150 applies in store, £250 


online. Steinhoff UK Retail Limited trading as Harveys Furniture acts as a credit broker and not as a lender, their registered office is Festival House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
GL50 3SH. Credit is provided by Creation Consumer Finance Ltd (Chadwick House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA), is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


PLUS AN 
EXTRA 


10% OFF 


EVERYTHING 





miela\icaae 





PEJIV3 NOATOTOBWWIA FPYNMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS 








Colder 
than 
Alaska 


This is the rare view 
this week from the 
Grand Canyon Village 
onthesouthrim 

of Grand Canyon 
National Parkin 
Arizona. A winter 
storm has covered cacti 
with snow in parts of 
the US south-westas 
temperatures in the 
desert fall below those 
of Anchorage, Alaska. 
ANNA JOHNSON/AP 
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UNITED STATES 


Democrat Speaker refuses to fund 
Mexico wall as shutdown continues 


By Ginger Gibson 


As she assumed the position of 
America’s third most powerful 
elected official yesterday, Nancy 
Pelosi, the new Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, immediately 
signalled she would take her fight to 
the President. 

She declared that there was 
“no amount of persuasion” Don- 
ald Trump could use to get her to 
fund his controversial US—Mexico 
border wall. 

Ms Pelosi (inset) said the partial 
government shutdown stemming 
from Mr Trump’s demand for $5bn 
(£4)bn) of wall funding has nothing to 
do with Democrats. 

She added that her party wanted 
the “Trump shutdown” to end but 


COLOMBIA 


said she was unwilling to fund the 
wall. With Republicans still control- 
ling the Senate, Ms Pelosi’s return to 
the Speaker’s office to lead a Dem- 
ocratic majority with its biggest 
freshman class since Watergate 
shakes up the dynamic in 
Washington even beyond 
the new era of divided 
government. 

Ms Pelosi has faced 
pressure from some in- 
coming Democrats who 
have been willing to talk 
about the possibility of 
impeachment proceedings 
against the Republican Presi- 
dent. She has called impeachment 
a “divisive activity”, and Democrats 
were cautious about mentioning the 
“T” word during the 2018 midterms 







for fear it would backfire politically. 
But Ms Pelosi did not shy away from 
it completely yesterday in an inter- 
view on NBC’s Today show. 
“We shouldn’t be impeaching for a 
political reason, and we shouldn’t 
avoid impeachment for a po- 
litical reason,” she said, 
adding that she would 
wait for the findings of 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation 
into Russian meddling 
in the 2016 election. 
Ms Pelosi said negoti- 
ating with Mr Trump was 
difficult because he “resists 
science, evidence, data, truth”. 
The California Democrat added: 
“Tt’s hard to pin the President down 
on the facts.” 


{ © '& Despite Ms Pelosi's 

] intransigence, Mr Trump 
says he is not budging, and that 
the shutdown will last “as long as 
it takes” to get the funding fora 
border wall with Mexico. 


She responded to criticism from 
Mr Trump that she took a trip to Ha- 
waii over Christmas, while he can- 
celled his visit to Florida because of 
the shutdown. 

Ms Pelosi said: “The President 
may not know this, but Hawaiiis part 
of the United States of America.” 

Mr Trump said that he and con- 
gressional officials would try again 
today to reach a deal that would end 
the partial shutdown. REUTERS 


Pompeo deeply concermed over rise in cocaine production 


By Julia Symmes Cobb 


America is “deeply concerned” 
about an increase in coca cultivation 
and cocaine production in Colom- 
bia, according to the US Secretary 
of State. 

Mike Pompeo, who was visiting 
the coastal city of Cartagena with 
Colombian President Ivan Duque, 


added that the US would work with 
the Andean country to cut produc- 
tion of the raw material for cocaine 
in half by the end of 20238. 

“The United States remains deep- 
ly concerned about the surge in coca 
cultivation and cocaine production 
in Colombia since 2018,” Mr Pompeo 
told journalists after the meeting. 

But he acknowledged the US’s 


role in the black market drug, add- 
ing: “We know we must do our part 
to reduce demand in our country 
and we’ll work alongside you here 
as well.” 

Colombia has long been ranked as 
the world’s top producer of cocaine, 
for which coca is the base ingredi- 
ent, but it had its largest potential 
output in 2017, a UN study found, 


with cocaine production at 1,379 
metric tonnes. 

Colombia’s acreage of coca, the 
raw material for cocaine, expanded 
17 percent to 171,000 hectares in 
2017, according to the UN. The rise 
was due to increased productiv- 
ity and growers eager to expand in 
hopes of getting more aid to switch 
to legal crops. REUTERS 
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POLITICS 


Itold Mattis 
to go, insists 
defiant Trump 


By Phil Stewart 
IN WASHINGTON 


Donald Trump last night stoked fur- 
ther tensions in Washington by dis- 
paraging his recently departed - and 
highly respected —- Defence Secretary 
Jim Mattis, who abruptly quit last 
month in protest at the President’s 
on-the-hoof defence policy-making. 

Mr Mattis (inset) re- 
signed a day after Mr 
Trump announced 
- to the surprise 
of many - that 
he would pull all | 
US troops out of 
northern Syria, 
thus allowing Isis 
a reprieve and leav- 
ing America’s Kurdish 
allies at the mercy of the 
Turkish army. 

Not for the first time, Mr Trump 
rewrote recent American history by 
claiming that he had, in fact, sacked 
the decorated general. 

“T’m not happy with what he’s done 
in Afghanistan and I shouldn’t be 
happy,” Mr Trump said. 

Sitting next to Mr Trump was 
Patrick Shanahan, thrust into the 
spotlight during his debut as acting 
US Defence Secretary. 

Mr Trump’s remarks put Mr 
Shanahan in a difficult position at the 
start of what could be a long tenure 
at the Pentagon, where many staffre- 
main loyal to Mr Mattis. REUTERS 
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CRIME 


China’s Jack the 





Ripper’ executed 





By Harry Cockburn 


The man known as China’s “Jack 
the Ripper”, who raped and killed 
11 girls and women in China, has 
been executed. 

Gao Chengyong’s crimes made 
headlines across China due to the 
horrific mutilations he carried out on 
his victims. 

Police said he targeted women 
dressed in red, whom he followed 
home before robbing, raping and 
murdering them - often by cutting 
their throats. 

His youngest victim was eight 
years old. 

Authorities in the north-west 
city of Baiyin, Gansu province, an- 
nounced Gao’s execution on Weibo 
- the Chinese social media platform 
similar to Twitter. 

The 54-year-old was sentenced 
to death in March last year for his 
crimes, which included multiple 
counts of homicide, rape, robbery 
and mutilation of corpses, according 


for 11 murders 


to the state television’s English chan- 
nel. He admitted to killing 11 people 
between 1988 and 2002 in Baiyin and 
Baotou city, which is in the northern 
region of Inner Mongolia. 

“The suspect has a sexual perver- 
sion and hates women,” Baiyin police 
said at the time. 

Gao was arrested in August 2016 
at his own grocery store following a 
DNA test stemming from an unre- 
lated crime committed by one of his 
relatives, state TV said, ending a 28- 
year search. 

Gao’s family seemed to have been 
in the dark about his crimes. His wife 
wailed and cried when she heard of 
his arrest, the Beijing News reported. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
{ i It is not clear how Gao’s 
execution was carried out, 
though death sentences in China 
are mostly carried out by lethal 
injection or a firing squad. 





CZECH REPUBLIC 


Last-ditch effort for lions not in the mood 


By Jiri Skacel 
IN PRAGUE 


When you’re an endangered species 
and your partner isn’t in the mood, 
special measures are called for, as 
Ginni, an Asiatic lioness, found out 
yesterday when she underwent an 
artificial insemination procedure. 





The attempt was a last-ditch ef- 
fort after failed hopes that Prague 
Zoo’s three big cats, male Jam- 
van and females Ginni and Suchi 
brought from India in 2015, would 
procreate naturally and widen the 
European gene pool of the animals. 

“Jamvan is not dominant enough, 
he is not willing to mate or when he 








Asiatic lion Ginni (main) undergoes 
an artificial insemination procedure 
using the sperm from another lion, 
Jamvan (above) PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP 


tries, they chase him away,” said 
Prague Zoo’s mammals curator 
Pavel Brandl. 

The Asiatic lion is smaller than its 
African relative and while the wild 
population has recovered, it still 
only numbers around 600 in the Gir 
Protected Area in Gujarat, India, its 
only natural habitat. REUTERS 
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MEDIA 


Netflix reveals 






By Michael Liedtke 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


Forty-five million Netflix subscrib- 
ers worldwide watched the thriller 
Bird Box during its first seven days 
on the service, the biggest first-week 
success of a movie made for the near 
12-year-old streaming service. 

Netflix, which typically refuses to 
provide viewership numbers, made 
the rare disclosure in a tweet as 
movie producers, writers, actors and 
investors continue to size up a com- 
pany that has already reshaped the 
way the world watches video. 

The first-week audience means 
nearly one-third of Netflix’s 187 mil- 
lion subscribers watched the movie 
starring Sandra Bullock from 21 to 
27 December. Had 45 million people 
actually gone to a cinema in the US to 
watch Bird Box, it would have trans- 
lated to about $400m (£317m) in box- 
office revenue. 

But people were watching the 

{ © UNetflix has steadfastly 

] refused to divulge its 
viewership because it regards the 
dataas a competitive advantage 

in deciding what programmes 

will attract subscribers. 


millions flocked 
to ‘Bird Box’ 





movie on a service for which they al- 
ready had paid and had the luxury of 
doing so without leaving their homes. 
That makes watching Bird Box more 
comparable to watching a television 
programme, Wedbush Securities 
analyst Michael Pachter said. 

By that yardstick, the audience 
for is less impressive. For instance, 
the Super Bowl typically attracts 
100 million to 110 million viewers in 
the US alone. The annual broadcast 
of the Academy Awards has drawn a 
US audience of 26 million to 40 mil- 
lion in recent years. And those totals 
are for a single day, not a week. 

Netflix so far has made its biggest 
splash with highly acclaimed T'V se- 
ries such as House of Cards, Stranger 
Things, and The Crown. Bird Box is 
the latest example of the company’s 
resolve to become a bigger player in 
films, too. 

To pull it off, Netflix is borrowing 
billions to pay for original movies and 
TV series. But beyond money, Netflix 
needs to appease directors and ac- 
tors who want their work to also be 
seen on the big screen for award con- 
sideration. It has arranged the likes 
of Bird Box, Roma, and The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs to have limited initial 
runs in cinemas. 


Arts, page 41 







Sandra Bullock 
plays the leading 
role in’Bird Box’ 
MERRICK MORTON] 
NETFLIX] AP 


Stay safe Streaming company warns fans against blindfold challenge 


Netflix has urged fans not to take 
part in an online challenge inspired 
by its horror film Bird Box. 

The movie stars Sandra Bullock 
as a mother who wears a blindfold 
while trying to avoid seeing 
mysterious forces that cause people 
to commit suicide. 

She has to lead her two children, 
known as Boy and Girl, to safety, 
navigating difficult terrain while 
unable to see. The film climaxes 





CULTURE 


Pre-Aztec Flayed Lord’ 
temple found in Mexico 


By Charlie Wood 


Mexican archaeologists have found 
the first temple of the “Flayed Lord”, 
a pre-Hispanic fertility god depicted 
as a skinned human corpse. 

Mexico’s National Institute of An- 
thropology and History said the find 
was made during recent excavations 
of Popoloca Indian ruins in the cen- 
tral state of Puebla. 

The institute said experts found 
two skull-like stone carvings and 
a stone trunk depicting the god, 


Xipe Totec. It had an extra hand 
dangling off one arm, suggesting the 
god was wearing the skin of a sacrifi- 
cial victim. Priests worshipped Xipe 
Totec by skinning human victims and 
then donning their skins. The ritual 
was seen as a way to ensure fertility. 
The Popolocas built the temple at a 
complex known as Ndachjian-Tehua- 
can between AD1000 and AD1260 
and were later conquered by the 
Aztecs. Ancient accounts of the ritu- 
als suggested victims were killed in 
gladiator-style combat or by arrows. 
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The skull-like stone carving and stone 
trunk depicting the ‘Flayed Lord’ AP 





University of Florida archaeologist 
Susan Gillespie, who was not involved 
in the project, described the find as 
“compelling evidence of this practice 
and deity to a particular temple”. 


with all three tearing down 
dangerous rapids ina small boat 
while blindfolded. 

The film inspired fans to take on 
the £BirdBoxChallenge, which sees 
them attempting everyday tasks 
while blindfolded. It has resulted 
in injury, with people running into 
walls or dangerously close to traffic. 

As aresult, Netflix urged people 
not to attempt the challenge. 

The streaming company tweeted: 


ITALY 


By Michael Day 
FOREIGN EDITOR 


A building where gladiators 
trained in Pompeii is now open 
to visitors, eight years after its 
collapse following rainfall. 

Visitors can tour the Schola 
Armaturarum on Thursdays, 
when experts will explain 
the restoration of damaged 
frescoes that decorated the 
2,000-year-old site, where 
gladiators honed skills before 
combat in the ancient city. 

Its opening was hailed 





“Can't believe | have to say this, 
but: PLEASE DO NOT HURT 
YOURSELVES WITH THIS BIRD 
BOX CHALLENGE. 

“We don't know how this started, 
and we appreciate the love, but Boy 
and Girl have just one wish for 2019 
and itis that you not end up inthe 
hospital due to memes.” 

Bird Box, which was released 
on Netflix in December, was well 
received by critics. 





Pompeii gladiator school reopens 


by Italy’s culture ministry 
as the “symbolic place of 
Pompeii’s rebirth”. 

It follows years of news that 
various ruins had crumbled 
amid modern-day neglect of the 
sprawling, once-flourishing city 
destroyed by the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius AD79. 

The building also suffered 
heavy damage from the Second 
World War Allied bombing. 

Several recent exciting finds 
by archaeologists suggest better 
days lie ahead for the popular 
Pompeii tourist site. 
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[The podcast 
that broke 
downa 
prisons walls 


Walter Woods insights into life as 
an inmate have helped earn his 
freedom. By Olga Rodriguez 
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n California, prison inmates 
typically are granted parole 
by doing good deeds or 
showing they have been 
rehabilitated by becoming 
addiction counsellors or youth 
workers. For Walter “Earlonne” 
Woods, the path to freedom 
was podcasting. 

He was recently released 
from the famed San Quentin 
State Prison after the Governor 
of California, Jerry Brown, 
commuted Woods’ 31-years-to-life 
sentence for attempted armed 
robbery — citing Woods’ leadership 
in helping other inmates and his 
work at Ear Hustle, a podcast he 
co-hosts and co-produces that 
documents everyday life inside 
the prison. 

Woods has since been hired 
as a full-time producer for 
the often funny and at times 
heart-wrenching podcast, which 
has been a smashing success since 
its launch in 2017. The show’s 30 
episodes have been downloaded 
20 million times by fans all over 
the world. 

Listeners have praised Ear 
Hustle online as “eye-opening” 
and “incredibly humanising”. For 
Woods, one of the most meaningful 
reviews came from the Governor’s 
office when a woman who worked 
there called with the good news. 

“She told me: ‘We love the 
podcast in this office’,” Woods 
says. “I don’t know if the Governor 
listens, but people in his office 
listen. People really like what 
we do.” 

During their podcast, Woods 
and his outside co-host, prison 
volunteer Nigel Poor, give listeners 
a peek into the hardships and 
small joys of men incarcerated at 
the medium-security facility. 

In interviews with the hosts, 
inmates discuss struggles such as 
finding a compatible cellmate to 
share a 5ft-by-10ft cell, share why 
they take care of frogs or black 
widow spiders as if they were 
pets, or describe the impact of 
solitary confinement or being on 
death row. 

Woods, an affable man with 
a quick smile and a sharp sense 
of humour, helps listeners 
understand prison life, while Poor 
brings an outsider’s perspective, 
asking insightful questions that at 
times push inmates to reflect on 
what put them behind bars. 





NOR 


The podcast offers listeners an 
intimate look into lives society 
doesn’t spend much time thinking 
about, says Woods, who spent 21 
years behind bars. 

“People get to see the car 
chases. They get to see the 
trial. But they don’t know what 
happens after you get to prison,” 
says Woods. 

“We've been able to really 





humanise people, and people 
realise that those in prison are just 
people who made dumb decisions.” 
Brown agreed, and in his 
commutation letter the Governor 
said Woods “has clearly shown 
that he is no longer the man he was 
when he committed this crime”. 
He wrote: “He has set a positive 
example for his peers and, 
through his podcast, has shared 





MEDIA 


Local papers are too good to 
be thrown away for ever 


How else do we vent our anger and apply pressure for 
Change in our communities? By Alistair Coleman 


he UK has long beena 

country lost in its own 

impotent rage. And 

it’s not because of the 

big issues like Brexit. 
It’s also about those trivial things 
that get up your nose: the bins not 
being emptied on the right day, 


stepping in dog poo for the third 
time this week or getting an unfair 
parking ticket. 

Most of us know how to react 
when a politician lies. You get to 
vote them out at the next election, 
and in the meantime, you can 
moan about them on social media. 


But when your bus timetable 
is suddenly changed, bringing 
minor inconvenience to your 
daily commute, where do you go? 
Obviously, the logical answer is the 
bus company - but it’s still often 
our local newspapers that draw 
public attention to these matters 
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meaningful stories from those 
inside prison.” 

The podcast project started 
after Poor, an artist from the 
San Francisco Bay Area who has 
volunteered at San Quentin since 
2011, approached Woods to jointly 
enter a podcast talent contest. 
Another co-creator, Antwan 
Williams, who is serving 15 years 
for armed robbery, came on board 


and reflect what modern, ordinary 
life is really like. 

Of course, while furious local 
councillors pictured crouching over 
potholes like they’re going to the 
toilet are still the staple 
of local newspapers — 
where editors have 
to somehow fit 32 
pages of stories 
and photographs 
around the 
adverts and 
make money 
in the process - 
there is also now 
the chance that a 
particularly ridiculous 
photo story will go 
viral online. 

Yet local newspapers remain 
important, and there is a debate at 
the moment about how they can be 















to do its sound design. Their pitch 
beat more than 1,500 contestants 
from 53 countries, and they 
received the backing of a group of 
radio professionals. 

“Everyone was shocked when we 
won, especially the prison,” says 
Poor. The prison spokesman who 
gave them permission “told me 
he let us enter because he never 
thought we would win”. 


better funded and survive now the 
economies of news has changed. 
It was announced in November 
that Facebook is donating £4.5m 
to train 80 journalists who will be 
' employed by publishers 
such as Newsquest, 
Reach, Archant, 
the Midland News 
Association and i’s 
owner, JPIMedia. 
As Reuters pointed 
out, the Facebook 
funding is a modest 
attempt to make up 
for the losses that 
local newspapers 
have suffered, “in 
no little part due to ad 
revenue and readers switching 
online to the social media giant”. 
For now, however, local papers 
are getting on with what they have 


Nigel Poor (left)and Walter Woods 
outside San Quentin State Prison 
on Woods’ release day after being 
behind bars for 21 years 


Ear Hustle - prison slang 
for eavesdropping — has found 
international success, with fans 
sending cards and letters from 
as far as New Zealand, Qatar and 
Mauritius. The free show also can 
be accessed in prisons throughout 
the UK. New episodes are posted 
every couple of weeks. 

Julie Shapiro, an executive 
producer, describes the podcast as 
a “rollercoaster of emotions” that 
challenges what people understand 
about life in prison. 

“People don’t expect to have 
something in common with those 
telling their stories from prison, 
but the details of their lives 
resonate with listeners because 
they hear these men encounter 
daily life in some of the same ways 
that we do,” she says. 

The outpouring of love and 
appreciation for the show has 
grown since Woods announced 
that Mr Brown had commuted his 
sentence. The first thing Woods did 
after walking through the prison 
gates on 30 November was take in 
the view of the San Francisco Bay 
and of the ocean “as far as the eye 
can see”. An episode has featured 
his first moments as a free man. 

Since then, he has been 
noticing how things have changed 
since he was imprisoned, such as 
women wearing yoga pants and 
people walking through the 
streets with their heads bowed. 
He quickly realised they were 
looking at their smartphones, 
which didn’t exist when he started 
his sentence in 1997. 

Woods has also spent time 
people-watching at a high-end 
department store, visited 
Disneyland and recently made eggs 
for the first time in two decades. 

The fourth season of Ear Hustle, 
which will be released this summer, 
will feature stories of his re-entry 
to society and interviews with 
other inmates released after long 
sentences. He and Ms Poor also 
plan to visit maximum-security 
prisons and tell the stories of 
prisoners there. 

“There’s a lot of people that’s 
in there that should be out,” says 
Woods. “I created a podcast, but 
I’m not the exception.” AP 





always done: finding the stories 
their readers will relate to - and 
much of that relies on angryism. 
After all, it perfectly illustrates 
the British habit of saying “I don’t 
like to complain, but...” while also 
making a concerted bid to join the 
British Olympic complaining team. 
Add in lunatic letters, daft 
headlines and some of the 
fantastically dullest news stories 
ever printed, and it makes you 
wonder why local newspapers 
are struggling to survive. But we 
cannot afford to lose them. If we do, 
I'll be the first to be photographed 
pointing angrily at the space where 
my local rag used to be. Because 
that’s how it works. 


This is an edited excerpt from ‘Angry 
Peoplein Local Papers’ by Alistair 
Coleman (Michael Joseph, £9.99) 
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Vegans can wih 





the debate if they 


stop shouting 





Pointing militant fingers doesnt work, 
Says moderate campaigner Tony Galuidi 


veryone is familiar with 

the image of the placard- 

waving, angry vegan who 

paints “meat is murder” 

on butcher shop windows 
and chants their righteous message 
at diners in unwary restaurants. 
Indeed, you may have seen some of 
these “militant” activists in Channel 
4’s Dispatches documentary, “The 
Truth about Vegans”, which caused 
a stir on Wednesday night. 

Asa vegan myself, I believe these 
campaigners are right to feel so 
outraged. Today, like every day, 
two-and-half-million animals will 
die in the UK to satisfy our cravings 
for animal flesh. How can you argue 
with that? But another voice is 
emerging from the moderate vegan 
movement. We feel just as outraged 
over society’s treatment of animals 
but follow a gentler, more pragmatic 
ideology, seeking to engage not only 
with meat eaters but also with large, 
non-vegan corporations. 

You may have heard this week 
that McDonald’s has launched a 
vegetarian Happy Meal, and may 
roll out a McVegan burger after a 
successful trial in Finland. A lot of 
vegans are horrified and have vowed 
to never support this cow-killing 
corporation. But others among us 
believe these products can only bea 


Ze 

_) They forget that every 
one of them was once a meat 
eater, and that many of their 
friends continue to eat meat 


good thing. If McDonalds sells a lot 
of vegan burgers, then we hope they 
will be selling less beef and therefore 
fewer animals will be slaughtered. 
“Tt’s easy to see some of the 
advantages of having a vegan burger 
at McDonalds,” says moderate 
campaigner Tobias Leenaert. “Such 
an offer would help tremendously 
in normalising and mainstreaming 
vegan food, and would lower the 
threshold for a lot of people to try it.” 
There is also a debate over the 
acquisition of Whitewave foods, 
which owns Alpro and Provamel 
soya milk, by Danone. Many vegans 





Matthew Glover, sees it differently. 
“The sales in the dairy division had 
fallen 2.3 per cent, but the plant- 
based milks achieved double-digit 
growth,” he says. 

“Now imagine if you were sitting 
in the Danone boardroom and 
talking about the future direction of 
the company: would you be thinking 
it’s best to invest in dairy products 
whose sales are flat or declining, or 
plant-based milks whose sales are 
achieving excellent growth? I know 
what I’d be doing. 

“Could it be that companies like 
Danone will accelerate the adoption 
of plant-based milks far faster than 
ethical vegan businesses could 
achieve? I think so.” 

I’ve been on the receiving end 
of the angry vegan stick myself. I 
recently started a campaign called 
The Middle Ground, which seeks to 
connect with meat eaters and gently 
suggest that they reduce meat, dairy 
and egg consumption. 

Although vegans represent less 
than 2 per cent of the UK population, 
up to 50 per cent of people are 
willing to consider reducing their 
meat consumption - so the thinking 
is that more animals can be saved 
by engaging with people who can be 
encouraged to do this, even if they 
don’t want to become vegan. 

A lot of my fellow vegans didn’t 
see it that way and have attempted 
to derail the campaign. They seem 
to forget that every one of them was 
once a meat eater and that many of 
their friends and family eat meat. 

Hardline vegans want to show you 
footage from slaughterhouses and 
they will tell you that you are directly 
responsible for the torture and 
slaughter of millions of animals - 
and maybe they’re right. It’s difficult 
to defend your love of bacon once 
you've seen a pig in a gas chamber. 
But the question must be asked: is 
this the best way to effect change? 

The moderates are willing to 
meet people half way with inclusive 
initiatives like Meat-free Mondays 
and Veganuary, challenging “all or 
nothing” thinking. 

People, in my experience, are far 
more responsive to a helping hand 


were aghast that one of their own than a pointing finger. 
sold out to “the enemy”. 
The co-founder of Veganuary, themiddleground.uk 
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world in 
10 stories 


SOUTH KOREA 


Legal action on 
wartime labour 


Lawyers for South Koreans 
forced into wartime labour 
have taken legal steps to seize 
the South Korean assets of 

a Japanese company they 

are trying to pressure into 
following a court ruling to 
provide compensation. 

Lawyer Lim Jae-sung said 
Nippon Steel has been refusing 
to discuss compensation 
despite a ruling by South 
Korea’s Supreme Court in 
October that the company 
should pay 100 million won 
(£70,424) each to four plaintiffs 
who worked at its steel mills. AP 


Around the 











NORWAY 


Skiers missing 
after avalanche 


Four tourists from Sweden and Fin- 
land were still missing yesterday, a 
day after they were feared to have 
been swept away by an avalanche in 
Arctic Norway. 

The avalanche occurred in the 
Troms region, an area popular with 
skiers. Three Finns and a Swede 
were skiing in the area and were re- 
ported to police as missing in the af- 
ternoon. Weather conditions did not 
allow a rescue crew to continue their 
work, although the searches were not 
called off. “There is a high risk of trig- 
gering anew avalanche... and there is 
asmall storm in the area,” said Astrid 
Elisabeth Nilsen, of Troms Police. 





CHINA 


‘No doubt two 
Canadians broke 
security laws 


By Michael Martina 
IN BEIJING 


China’s top prosecutor has said 
that two Canadians detained 
after Canada arrested a Chinese 
technology company executive 
had “without a doubt” violated 
the law. 


Authorities in Beijing had 
previously said the two men 

- Michael Kovrig, a former 
diplomat and an adviser with the 
International Crisis Group (ICG) 
think-tank, and businessman 
Michael Spavor - were suspected 
of endangering state security. 

“Without a doubt, these two 
Canadian citizens in China 
violated our country’s laws and 
regulations,” Zhang Jun, China’s 
prosecutor general, said. 

Mr Zhang said the 
investigation process had been 
handled “strictly” according 
to law. REUTERS 





Postcard 
Front... 


Elefsina 


The hulking remains ofa 
cargo ship rise up through the 
water, listing to one side witha 
rusting hull exposed, its glory 
days of sailing the world’s seas 
and oceans long gone. 

This is just one of dozens 
of abandoned cargo and 
passenger ships that lie 
semi-submerged or completely 
sunken in and near the Gulf of 
Elefsina, an industrial area of 
shipyards and factories near 
Piraeus, Greece’s major port. 

Now Greek authorities have 
begun to remove the ships, 
some of which have been 
there for decades, saying they 
are both an environmental 








hazard and a danger to 
modern shipping. 

“We are speaking about 
27 shipwrecks and 
potentially... 12 harmful 
and dangerous ships,” said 
Charalampos Gargaretas, 
the chief executive officer of 
Elefsina Port Authority. “It’s a 
tragic situation.” 

From the port of Piraeus 
to the island of Salamina 
that lies off of Elefsina, the 
sea is littered with 52 such 
shipwrecks, said Dimosthenis 
Bakopoulos, head of Greece’s 
Public Ports Authority. 

“You don’t have tobea 
scientist to understand 
the shipwrecks are an 
environmental bomb that 
degrades the environment,” 
Mr Bakopoulos said, adding 
that some were still leaking 
petroleum products. AP 


Thanassis Stavrakis 
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Opposition boycotts oath 





By Ruma Paul 
IN DHAKA 


Opposition members of Bangla- 
desh’s parliament have boycotted a 
swearing-in ceremony, after reject- 
ing results of a general election that 
they said was rigged to give Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina her third 
straight term. 

Ms Hasina’s ruling alliance won 
more than 90 per cent of the seats 
contested in Sunday’s election, which 
was marred by accusations of ballot 
stuffing, voter intimidation and vio- 
lence that killed at least 17 people. 

Ms Hasina and her Awami League 
party have dismissed the accusations. 


after rejecting results 





Activists of leftist alliance ata rally to 
demanda new election REUTERS 


While newly elected members 
of parliament from the ruling bloc, 
including Ms Hasina, were sworn 
in, the seven opposition members 





stayed away from the ceremony. 
“Why should we take the oath when 
we've rejected this election?” Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam, secretary general of 
the main opposition Bangladesh Na- 
tionalist Party (BNP), told reporters. 

Mr Islam is one of the seven oppo- 
sition members who won a seat. The 
Election Commission has rejected 
an opposition call for a new vote, but 
despite that, the opposition alliance 
yesterday submitted a new demand 
for arerun of the polls. 

“Our each and every candidate will 
file a case with the election tribunal 
in their respective seats rejecting the 
results and bringing allegations of 
vote fraud,” Mr Islam said. REUTERS 
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© Squirrel 
away for 
a snack 


Asquirrel nibbles away 
onashortbread biscuit 
left outina garden 

in Brussels. 

The creature tucked 
into the speculoos 
cookie - a local treat 
in Belgium - as 
temperatures plunge. 

The animals beef 
up oncalories during 
the run-up to the 
cold winter months 
when their usual food 
becomes scarce. GETTY 





INDIA 


Pollution soars to ‘emergency’ levels in capital 


By Mayank Bhardwaj 
IN NEW DELHI 


Residents in New Delhi woke yester- 
day to a thick, grey smog, as pollution 
surged to “severe” and “emergency” 
levels, with authorities showing little 
sign of new solutions to the crisis. 
The Central Pollution Control 


Board’s air quality index measured 
the concentration of poisonous par- 
ticulate, PM 2.5, at 440 - up from 430 
on Wednesday, and about 12 times 
the level of 35 that is recommended 
by the US government. 

“Climatic conditions have contrib- 
uted, but let’s admit that most steps 
announced in 2018 have failed miser- 


ably,” said Sunil Dahiya, a senior cam- 
paigner with Greenpeace. 

A drop in temperatures and wind, 
combined with vehicle and industrial 
emissions, dust from building sites 
and smoke from rubbish burning has 
boosted pollution in much of north 
India, including New Delhi, home to 
20 million people. REUTERS 





INDONESIA 


Airline calls off 
black box search 


An airline has ended its search 
for the second black box from 
its Boeing 737 jet that crashed 
into the Java Sea off Indonesia in 
October, killing 189 people. 
The crash was the world’s 
first for a Boeing 737 Max jet and 
amounted to the greatest loss of 
life in a single air tragedy last year. 
Contact with Air Lion flight 
JT610 was lost 13 minutes after it 
left the capital Jakarta bound for 
Pangkal Pinang town. REUTERS 








SPAIN 


‘Wolf Pack’ sex 
attackers bailed 


Activists have condemned the deci- 
sion to free five men convicted of sex- 
ually attacking a teenage girl on bail 
after an appeal against their sentence. 

The criminals, known as the “Wolf 
Pack”, had each been sentenced to nine 
years in prison for the 2016 assault on 
the 18-year-old, in a controversial rul- 
ing that has gripped the country. 

Yesterday, judges in Navarra ruled 
that the five do not present a flight 
risk and can remain on bail until the 
Supreme Court ruling. AP 





SUDAN 


Opposition calls 
for more protests 


Opposition groups in Sudan 
are calling for fresh protests 
against longtime autocrat 
President Omar al-Bashir, with 
demonstrations set for this week. 
They also called for a march on 
parliament in Khartoum’s twin 
city of Omdurman to present 
a petition demanding that the 
74-year-old resign. 
There have been violent street 
protests against the ex-general for 
weeks, with dozens killed. AP 





PEJIU3 NOAFOTOBWJIA FPYNNA “What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS 








Twas bullied and alll 
undermined’ 


As Denise Gough brings her 
dynamite presence from stage 
to big screen, playing Keira 
Knightley’s lover, she talks to 
Hugh Montgomery about 
her squat years, gender 
fluidity and hating Broadway 
















hile many per- 

formers make 

themselves 

smaller when 

they approach 
the big time- more polished, 
more cautious, less human - Den- 
ise Gough is splendidly unguard- 
ed. Even though she could soon 
become very big indeed, the Irish 
actress won't stop speaking her 
mind. “The thing is, I’ve found 
a tribe of people [in the theatre] 
who I can work with for ever, so 
if I never do another film or an- 
other TV show, I’m good.” 

Her frankness is what anyone 
who saw her no-holds-barred 
performance in the National 
Theatre’s People, Places & Things 
might hope for. Playing an addict 
admitted to rehab, she stunned 
audiences with her total physical 
possession in the role. Rarely has 
theatre served up a purer “star is 
born” moment. “I know - when I 
watched it, I was like, Lady Gaga 
is having my People, Places & 
Things moment!” she says. 

Since that play’s 2015 debut, 
she has taken judicious advan- 
tage of her calling card. There has 
been another stint at the Nation- 
al, in its revival of Angels in Amer- 
ica, and the lead in Gothic BBC2 
thriller Paula. The New York 
transfers of both People, Places & 
Things and Angels... made the US 
take notice, and she earnt a Tony 
nomination for the latter. Now 
comes her first major film role, in 
Colette, a period drama of arather 
modern bent. 

A witty biopic, it traces 
how the eponymous rebel- 


PEJIV3 NOATOTOBWIA FPYNMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS 


‘#MeToo 
stemmed 
from people 
not talking’ 


Continued from page 31 


lious, bisexual French author, 
played by Keira Knightley, cut a 
scandalous dash through early 
20th-century Paris. Gough plays 
Missy, Colette’s male-presenting 
lover. It is a distinct shift for her, 
not only because of the medium, 
but because of the character’s 
emotional reserve. Set against 
Knightley’s zealous trailblazer, 
Missy was “the quiet force of 
empowerment behind her”, 
Gough says. 

She warns against trying to 
understand Missy’s gender and 
sexuality using modern terms. 
“There were no words for les- 
bian or trans. Missy identified 
with both the female and male 
pronoun, so it’s hard to define 
whether she was one of the lead- 
ers of the butch lesbian movement 
or the trans movement.” 

Inevitably in the light of recent 
casting controversies, questions 
have arisen around a cis woman 
playing the part. Gough’s response 
is considered but firm. “I’m not 
going to apologise for my work, 
because that’s disempowering to 
me as a female who has worked as 
hard and for as long as I have.” 

But, she says, she welcomes the 
conversation. “If there is to be any 
outcry or any reason for the trans 
community to use this as another 
opportunity to become more vis- 
ible, I am all for it.” 

Gough points out, Colette is 
progressively “blind” in its cast- 
ing - with trans actors in cis roles 
and people of colour playing his- 
torically white characters - and 
she believes that such across-the- 
board fluidity should be the end 
goal. “I don’t want it to become 
so difficult that none of us can 
play anything but what we are, 
because I signed up to become an 
actor because I love all of it, I want 
to play all of it.” 

Gough’s career has been hard- 
won. Aged 15, she ran away from 
County Clare to London with a 
boyfriend, spending six years liv- 
ing in rat-infested squats. (“I am 
aware ofhow fortunateI am. Other 
girls died in those situations.”) 

After getting a full scholarship 
to drama school, she spent 15 
years building a respected theatre 


career, while never knowing how 
to pay her rent. She was apply- 
ing for cleaner jobs when People, 
Places, & Things came along. 

Now, at 38, she is being intro- 
duced to the more unreal echelons 
of the industry. With her rise have 
come rails of designer frocks, red 
carpets, flying film-festival visits, 
and the chance to meet her child- 
hood idol Bruce Springsteen at a 
dinner at Anna Wintour’s house. 

But she’s not about to paint it 
as a fairy tale. “On the Tony trail, 
you have to do these lunches, I 
was like: ‘Why I am at a lunch for 
Denzel Washington? I don’t know 
him’ - the people serving me food 
were old enough to be my father. 
I thought ‘I can’t live in a country 
where people don’t have access to 
[the basics].” 

Though her two New York stage 
turns were equally acclaimed, 
they weren’t equally enjoyable. 
People, Places & Things was the 
pinnacle of her career: “I was sur- 
rounded by people who loved me 
and whom I loved. Nobody was 
afraid of what I was doing.” Yet 
Angels in America was “a lonely 
thing, horrible. I think people 
would worry about me saying I 
hated it, but I don’t care.” 

Her candour is not careless, 
more a moral imperative: “All of 
this shit with #MeToo stemmed 
from people not talking.” When it 
comes to the past year’s reckon- 
ing with abuse, Gough says she 
has never really been “sexualised 
in the industry - I was too angry, 
I think - but I was bullied and un- 
dermined. It was horrible, but I 
always stood up to it.” 

Growing up, Gough “didn’t have 
any interest in screen, because I 
thought: ‘There doesn’t seem to 
be anything that deep going on’.” 
One TV audition sticks in her 
memory, however: she was test- 
ing out to play “a really political 
woman, and when I went to it , 
the director said: ‘The key to this 
character is in how she f**ks. And 
I thought, that’s the end of that.” 

Itis thrilling to think that Gough 
now has the leverage to find the 
film opportunities to match her 
stage appearances. Soon, she will 
star opposite Sebastian Stan in 
Monday, a “romcom gone wrong”. 
There are also rumours she is to 
take a key role in the forthcoming 
prequel to Game of Thrones. For 
the first time, Gough is lost for 
words. “Has that come out? That 
would be funny, wouldn’t it?” She 
smiles. Dissembling, it is clear 
again, is not her forte. 


‘Colette’ (15) is out on Wednesday 





Denise Gough as Missy in ‘Colette’ 
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Knightley 
keeps this 
Paris literary 
drama lively 


RBG (PG) 


Dir: Julie Cohen, Betsy West, 98 mins, 
featuring: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg is sucha 
well-known figure in American 
popular culture that she is known 
by her initials alone. 

“Law is a consuming love for 
me,” Ginsburg says, and the 
directors show how hard she 
had to fight to establish herself 
in such a male-dominated 
profession. While at Harvard 
Law School, she looked after 
her baby, tended her husband 
through cancer and still scored 
top marks in all her law exams. 
She worked on as little as two 
hours of sleep a night. 

Early on in the film, we hear 
her characterised as “a witch”, 
an “evil-doer” and “an anti- 





American zombie”. These are 
the kind of misogynistic slurs 
commonplace in today’s bitterly 
divided America. Ginsburg, 
though, had an uncanny knack of 
winning the respect and affection 
of most of her opponents. She 
likens herself to a “kindergarten 
teacher”, patiently explaining 
to chauvinistic and naive judges 
that, yes, sex discrimination 
really does exist. She made her 
arguments in such a precise 
and compelling way that she 
invariably won cases the media 
expected her to lose. 

RBG isn’t a critical portrait 
of its subject but it is an 
enlightening and affectionate 
one, with archive material 
balanced by plenty of footage of 
young lawyers who see Ginsburg 
as their ultimate role model. 

Geoffrey Macnab 
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COLETTE (15) 


Dir: Wash Westmoreland, 112 mins, 
starring: Keira Knightley, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, Dominic West, Fiona Shaw, 
Aiysha Hart, Denise Gough 


Reviews by Geoffrey Macnab 


Fin-de-siécle Paris is recreated 
in extraordinarily vivid fashion 
in Wash Westmoreland’s Colette. 
For all the brilliance of its produc- 
tion design, though, and in spite of 
two very lively central perform- 
ances, the film can’t overcome the 
challenge faced by every literary 
biopic; namely, how to dramatise a 
life of which large parts are spent 
sitting at a desk, writing. 


ONE CUT OF THE DEAD (15) 


Dir: Shinichiro Ueda, 97 mins, 
starring: Takayuki Hamatsu, Mao, 
Harumi Syuhama, Yuzuki Akiyama 
When a zombie apocalypse 
breaks out during production 
of an indie zombie movie, its 
director decides to keep the 
cameras rolling. Is it real, or an 
elaborate ruse by a mediocre 
film-maker trying to get better 
performances from his cast? 
That’s a question this ultra- 
low-budget Japanese zombie 
horror comedy starts unpacking 
and playing around with in 
surprisingly inventive ways, 
transforming what could have 
been just another derivative 
self-referential genre mash-up 
into a genuinely funny tribute to 
low-budget film-making. 
Alistair Harkness 







Admiring glance 
Willy (Dominic 
West) recognises 
the talent of Colette 
(Keira Knightley) 


Keira Knightley plays aspiring 
author Colette as a passionate 
and fiercely independent figure. 
She is looking to establish an ar- 
tistic identity of her own at a time 
when patriarchal wisdom has it 
that “lady writers don’t sell”. First 
seen as a 19-year-old in 1892, she is 
a young woman without a dowry 
or any obvious prospects. 

Colette may seem demure but 
that doesn’t stop her from hav- 
ing sex in the barn with the much 
older Henry Gauthier-Villars 
(known as “Willy”), a city slicker 
who served in the army with her 
father. Willy (Dominic West), who 
eventually becomes her husband, 
lures her from home to live in a 
Paris “heaving with artists and 


COLETTE (15) 
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poets”. He is a dandy, a preening 
bon viveur, in love with his own 
voice. He writes stories and music 
reviews and likes to flirt with his 
hostesses in the smartest salons. 

Willy is a “literary entrepre- 
neur”. He has no qualms about 
putting his name on Colette’s 
semi-autobiographical stories 
and basking in what should be her 
glory. West plays him as a flam- 
boyant and likeable figure with a 
flair for marketing. 

They’re an attractive couple 
with a shared sense of mischief. 
We are aware from the outset 
that Colette is cleverer and more 
talented than her husband, who 
blithely fritters away the money 
they earn on gambling, race hors- 
es and women. It is also clear that 
he is the one who (whatever his 
motives) kick-started her career. 

The film-makers use waltz 
music and montages as we gallop 


Willy and Colette 
are an attractive 
couple with a shared 
sense of mischief 


through the 1890s and early 1900s. 
Midway through, the film turns 
briefly into a farce as both Colette 
and Willy become enraptured by 
Georgie Raoul-Duval (Eleanor 
Tomlinson), a bisexual “wayward 
debutante from Louisiana”. 

Colette is far too strong a char- 
acter to fall prey to romantic de- 
spair or to allow her spendthrift 
and philandering husband to 
upset her. Yet her ability to cope 
means the film is often short on 
tension. Whatever the situation, 
she makes the best of it. None of 
her relationships, whether with 
Willy or, later, with the androgy- 
nous aristocrat, Mathilde “Missy” 
de Morny (Denise Gough), are es- 
pecially turbulent. 

The film deals with a relatively 
small part of its subject’s story, 
long before she wrote Gigi. This is 
the author in her formative years, 
and as a portrait of an artist asa 
young woman, the film is intrigu- 
ing, Knightley excelling in the title 
role. But, as drama, it feels a little 
under-charged. THE INDEPENDENT 


Ripples but no waves 
in staged melodrama 


LIFE ITSELF (15) 
1 2.8. 


Dir: Dan Fogelman, 117 mins, starring: 
Oscar Isaac, Olivia Wilde, Annette 
Bening, Mandy Patinkin, Olivia Cooke, 
Laia Costa, Antonio Banderas 


Life is the “ultimate unreliable 
narrator”. That is one of the greet- 
ing card-style nuggets of wisdom 
shared in Dan Fogelman’s trite 
and manipulative saga. 

Fogelman is one of many film- 
makers in recent years to explore 
the butterfly effect: a small action 
by one character has a seismic rip- 
ple effect on the lives of others. 

Oscar Isaac plays Will, a dreamy 
New Yorker who, as a young stu- 
dent, waits for the perfect moment 
to ask out Abby (Olivia Wilde). 
They are so madly in love that it is 
inevitable that fate (or Fogelman) 
will play a few tricks on them. 

Some of the dialogue is stilted 
and self-conscious. Abby can’t 
resist talking about her thesis at 
length. By exploring the role of 
unreliable narrators in literature, 
she thinks she has discovered the 
secret of life itself. 

Fogelman tells the story out of 
sequence. It is full of flashbacks 
and leaps into the future. Will is 
shown in sessions with a therapist 
(Annette Bening), failing to pull 
himself together. In one scene, the 
sweet-natured figure from earlier 
has turned into a raging, drunken, 
disturbed hobo. 








RBG (PG) 





The New York scenes are fol- 
lowed by a large section set in 
rural Andalusia, where the locals 
endure equally complicated emo- 
tional lives. 

Just as Will courted Abby, 
proud and hard-working farm 
worker Javier (Sergio Peris-Men- 
cheta) sets out to win the hand of 
the shy and charming Isabel (Laia 
Costa). The couple’s idyllic life is 
disturbed by Javier’s boss, Vin- 
cent (Antonio Banderas). 

Vincent is a grizzled and men- 
acing figure but one prey to self- 
pity, too. Like most of the others 
here, he has been bruised emo- 
tionally by horrific childhood ex- 
periences. We can’t tell whether 
he wants to help Javier or steal 
Isabel. At least Banderas brings 
some charisma to his role. 

In an otherwise bland affair, 
English actress Olivia Cooke 
shows some welcome rebel- 
lious attitude as a young woman 
scarred emotionally by events in 
her earliest infancy and ready to 
hit out at anyone who teases her. 

The film touches again and 
again on the misery in its protago- 
nists’ lives but never steps too far 
into the darkness. For all the talk 
about unreliable narrators, we can 
almost always guess how events 
will unfold. Coincidences abound 
and you are always so aware that 
Fogelman is pulling the strings 
that it is impossible to lose your- 
self in his story. THE INDEPENDENT 


Star-cross’d? 
Laia Costa and 
Sergio Peris- 
Mencheta 

as Javier 

and Isabel 





ONE CUT OF THE DEAD (15) 





“Colette is a character-driven 
movie, but also one that is 
sending a message about social 
mores and their malleability.” 
The Wall Street Journal 


“The all-too-tidy web by which 
Fogelman’s ensemble of characters 
interconnect plays as hackneyed 
and contrived.” 

South China Morning Post 


“Informs, and even delights with 
its portrait of one of the more 
remarkable lawyers, judges, and 
feminist icons of our time.” 
Village Voice 


“Opens with monster mayhem 
before turning into a funny satire 
of genre film-making and thena 
charming family comedy-drama.” 
Variety 





“Westmoreland's Paris is 
scrumptiously decadent - and 
seedy - as Colette navigates the 
city’s gossipy social scene.” 
New York Post 





“Made for people who can't be 
trusted to understand storytelling 
unless it’s ladled on and explained 

via montage and voiceover.” 
IndieWire 





‘A celebration of the octogenarian 
not just as a pop-culture folk hero 
and millennial meme but as a wife, 
a warrior and a true iconoclast.” 
Entertainment Weekly 





“Endlessly head-spinning, turning 
ariotous genre treat intoa 
Love letter to both film-making and 
film-watching alike.” 

The Daily Telegraph 





‘Peep Show’ writer 
darkens Sundance 


A film written by Sam Bain 
(above) has been added to the 
line-up for this month’s Sundance 
Film Festival. Corporate Animals 
is ahorror comedy starring Demi 
Moore as the CEO of an edible 
cutlery company whose team- 
building trip takes a dark turn. 





Bale’s Cheney 
keeps his shirt on 


Christian Bale (above) gained 
60lb to play Dick Cheney in the 
biopic Vice, but a trailer shot of 

him in boxer shorts did not make 
the final cut. “One problem with 
a movie that’s six decades long 
is that it’s six decades long,” said 
director Adam McKay. 





A Quiet Place’ sequel 
to expand world 


John Krasinski has revealed 
details about a sequel to his cult 
hit A Quiet Place. It will revisit the 
apocalyptic world from “another 
perspective”: “The world is the 
star of the movie. You can drop 
whoever you want into it and 
everyone feels connected to it.” 





Spice Girls’ cartoon 
heroes knocked back 


The Spice Girls return to the 
stage this summer but their 
return to cinemas - following the 
1997 film Spice World - is looking 
doubtful. The group has signed 
off on an animated superhero 
movie based on their alter egos, 
but it has yet to be picked up by a 
broadcaster or distributor. 


os 
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Quality journalism 
you can trust 
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MUSIC 


t was the year the boy next 
door learnt to roar. Ed Sheer- 
an, that superstar in a flannel 
shirt, left The Rolling Stones 
and U2 coughing on fumes 
as his Divide tour soared to a 
record-shattering gross of £378m. 
George Ezra graduated from 
floppy-haired debutant to bona 
fide superstar, his “Shotgun” sin- 
gle becoming the most-streamed 
rock song on Spotify in the UK. 

And as 2018 ended, a new con- 
tender looked set to emerge in the 
Elton John-championed Newcas- 
tle troubadour Sam Fender. He 
was winner of both the Brits Crit- 
ics’ Choice Award and the BBC 
Sound Of prize - reliable barom- 
eters of talent poised for stardom 
(previous Sound Of picks include 
Adele and Sam Smith). 

Yet he will face stern competi- 
tion. Kindred strummers Dermot 
Kennedy and Lewis Capaldi are 
also tipped to break big, each 
bringing their own blend of soul- 
ful lyrics and sensitive falsettos. 

None of these artists are soun- 
dalikes - but they do have a great 
deal in common, not least the old- 
fashioned art of standing alone on 
stage with a guitar and crooning. 

Image-wise, all could have 
dropped from the same produc- 
tion line. With his tatty T-shirts 
and high-street jeans, Sheeran 
has pioneered the lad-from- 
up-the-road look. In the past 12 
months, however, he was pushed 
hard by 25-year-old Ezra and his 
gap-year backpacker chic. Twen- 
ty-two-year-old Capaldi, who 
has just wrapped a sold-out tour, 
looks as if he has tumbled out ofa 
student bar on two-for-one night. 

Duncan Haskell, editor of Song- 
writing magazine, says: “We want 
to believe in what musicians of all 
genres are writing about, and 
maybe that’s easier if they look a 
little less glamorous.” 

What this new batch of bloke 
emoters lacks is the traditional 
whiff of brimstone. These stars 
are down-to-earth, devoid of 
guitar music’s untrammelled 
rawness. They are strikingly 
desexualised. “Nice” is the new 
rock’rroll. 

“The boy with the guitar has 
always been there, but Ed has 
probably blazed a trail,” says 
Amy Wadge, the Wales-based 
songwriter who co-authored 
some of Sheeran’s biggest hits, 
including the 2014 number one 
“Thinking Out Loud”. “Because 
of the internet, the easiest way to 
deliver a song is to sit in front of 
a webcam with just a guitar anda 
voice. It’s connecting with people. 

“Back in the day, pop stars 
were presented in a certain way. 
That has changed with reality 
TV. People want to see someone 
they feel they know.” 

Ezra has been honest that, had 
he started out in the 80s or 90s, 
he is unlikely to have had a shot 
at fame. He simply can’t pull off 
the detached cool that was once 
de rigueur. “It wouldn’t work for 
me,” he told me in April, as his 
second LP, Staying at Tamara’s, 
was beginning its conquest of 
the charts: “There was a point on 
the first record when it started to 
do well and I thought, ‘Maybe I’ll 
have to adopt a persona.’ In fact, 
I’ve never had to. 
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superstar — 


With anew wave of guitar-toting 
troubadours set to break big this 
year, Ed Power explores how 

the boy next door conquered pop 





“T have the luxury to admit: ‘I 
don’t party... here’s my record, 
Twenty years ago, I would have 
been ironically cool for admitting 
that, or you wouldn’t have gone 
near me.” 

Commercially, the boys of 
strummer have gone where few 
singer-songwriters have ven- 
tured before. Sheeran’s Divide 
tour holds the record for the 
highest-grossing run of dates in 
a calendar year. The 2017 album 
moved 672,000 units in its first 
seven days in the UK - the third- 
highest total in chart history and 
extraordinary in this age of flat- 
lined record sales. That same 
week, he had 16 tracks in the sin- 
gles top 20 and nine in the top 10. 

Ezra, meanwhile, clocked up 
the fastest-selling long player of 
2018 with Staying at Tamara’s. 


Reality TV 
changed everything. 
People want to 
see someone they 
feel they know 


Even “lesser” boy troubadours 
have enjoyed a blockbuster rise. 
James Bay’s debut album, Chaos 
and the Calm, debuted at number 
one. And despite a zero-star re- 
view from NME - prompting 
his dad to ring up to complain - 
Tom Odell’s first record likewise 
topped the charts. 

Fender has already racked up 
1.2 million streams with his Tom 
Petty-esque rocker “Poundshop 
Kardashians”, despite still being 
relatively unknown. 

Understandably, none of these 
new singer-songwriters are keen 
to be pitched as a “Son of Sheer- 
an”. At the same time, they don’t 
want to be construed as taking 
potshots at him. That’s another 
way in which the present crop 
stand apart: they are unfailingly 
polite and don’t do feuds. 

“(The Sheeran comparison] is 
a funny one,” says Kennedy, the 
Dublin singer-songwriter short- 
listed for this year’s BBC Sound 
Of. “I don’t know if I should ever 
receive it as a negative thing, as 
he’s massively successful.” 

One unavoidable fact is 
that all of these artists are 5 
male. Where is the female 
Ed Sheeran? Why no Geor- | 
gina Ezra? What does it 
say about the record 
industry - and the 
music-streaming 
public - that we 
can take these 
sloppy-grinned 
troubadours to 
our hearts while 
finding no room 
for the female 
equivalent? 

Adele is, for in- 
stance, every bit as 
much a phenomenon 


















as Sheeran, yet she fits into the 
pre-existing tradition of gale- 
force soul belters. She doesn’t 
get to rip up the manual and 
write her own rules. It would be 
unthinkable that she could go on 
stage looking as if she’d just tum- 
bled out of bed, as Sheeran did 
on the Divide tour. Compare also 
the buzz around Fender with the 


lack of excitement over female- 


fronted Wolf Alice winning 
the Mercury Prize for the 
year’s best album. 
i Wadge recalls her own 
years as a struggling 
| singer-songwriter and 
how her gender subtly 
became an issue. 
She was asked to 
lie about her age 
- “I was 25 for a 
very long time” - 
and to keep the 


Clockwise 
from main: 
Dermot 
Kennedy 

(and above), 
Lewis Capaldi, 
Sam Fender 








fact that she was married secret. 
“T always felt that there was room 
for only a few females,” she says. 
“My contemporaries were peo- 
ple like KT Tunstall, who was 
definitely better than me. There 
was an element of, ‘Why would 
we need you? We already have a 
girl with a guitar’ 

Contrast how Sheeran par- 
layed YouTube popularity into a 
global following with the fate of 
Dodie Clark. She, too, started out 
posting heartfelt songs online. 
Despite her considerable live fol- 
lowing, she has been categorised 
not asa songwriter but as a social 
media star — a novelty act. “ma 
woman and a ‘YouTube star’ in 
quotations,” she told me earlier 
this year. “Being taken seriously 
is very difficult.” 

It’s not just gender: almost 
without exception, these young 
male songwriters are white and 
middle class. So, too, are their 
audiences. Michael Kiwanuka, 
one of the few non-white song- 
writers to break through, found 
the situation so confounding that 
in 2016 he even released a sin- 
gle titled “Black Man in a White 
World”. “The fact that no black 
people were coming to my gigs 
made me realise we’re more seg- 
regated than we think,” he said at 
the time. 

One thing is clear, however: 
bumblingly real earnestness has 
acquired a cachet. Or at least it 
has if you’re a personable chap 
in his twenties. “There is a level 
of expectation that if you are 
going to sing about something, 
it should be something that mat- 
ters,” says Wadge. “We see eve- 
rything up close and personal. 
There’s no mystique any more.” 
THE INDEPENDENT 
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the most famous and historic gold coin in the world. 


Struck in 22 Carat Gold, the coin dates back over 500 years. 


The combination of precious metal content along with real 


x ke 


long-term numismatic significance has made the Sovereign 


a 


one of the most popular ways that you can own gold. 


Once again the new year coin features the iconic St George 


IHF 


& the Dragon depiction that has appeared on almost all 
United Kingdom Sovereign releases for well over a century 


and that is recognisable throughout world.  ’ | 2 Sy, oMSNIe 
C ,” = —<T. TS, TRPPTON 


VAT-FREE STATUS & &, 0 —canrrommnme OY Wiea 
NO CAPITAL GAINS TAX a > 


The even better news for collectors is that the 2019 UK 
Gold Sovereign is available VAT-Free and does not attract 





any Capital Gains Tax. 


Harrington & Byrne is pleased to be able to offer the new 
2019 UK Gold Sovereign for just £239 POST FREE. 

However, due to the constant fluctuations in the market 
that means there is a real potential for sharp increases in 


price, we can only guarantee this price for 7 days. 


CALL FREE TODAY FOR ONLY 


To place your reservation today simply call 
free on 0800 038 5370 or visit us online 
at www.harringtonandbyrne.co.uk. PLUS FREE 


Alternatively, please return the Reservation DELIVERY 
Form below to the Freepost address provided. 





Saar 


Coin Specification 
Metal: 22 Carat Gold Diameter: 22.05mm Weight: 7.98g Finish: Uncirculated 


Send to: FREEPOST RTTU-SCYE-CUXR, Harrington & Byrne Ltd, 17 Hanover Square, Mayfair, London W1S 1BN 


SEND NO MONEY NOW The brand new 2019 UK Gold Sovereign 























lease reserve me _______ (Max 3 per household nited Kingdom A | 

@}xelde by 1 Reel January ) @) 1 e) KOM aelehae your recedtal oT Sovereign(s) for £2 me o FREE, 1 sae a i aoe now. Baap I 

Title First name Surname | 

Call FREE on 0800 038 5370 im , 

Online at www. harringtonandbyrne.co.uk eo 
Telephone Number 

Quote Order Reference: E124043A Email Address’ ] 

Signed | 





(All reservations must be signed and are subject to acceptance and status) 


UO 
d Tp d HARRI N G | ‘OI Q BYRN E *Please help us keep you up-to-date with your reservation and selected offers. We think you would enjoy some of the latest products and | 


offers by post from other trusted retailers. If you would prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box [ ]. To learn more, see our 
G @) L iD) & S if LVE R C re) I N E 4 P E RT S privacy policy at www.harringtonandbyrne.co.uk. From time to time, we would like to send you our latest product information. If you i 

would prefer not to receive these, please tick the appropriate box: [ ] Email[ ] Telephone. If you do not want to receive further mailings 
from us please contact: Harrington & Byrne Ltd, Registered No. 9027723, Number 17 Hanover Square, Mayfair, London W1S 1BN. 
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Dear 8PM, BBC1 

The Greatest Dancer - a search 
for Britain’s, well, you get the 
idea —- sounds a bit like it was 
created by an automated 
“talent show” generator. 
Heading the team of “dance 
captains” are reality show 
winner-turned-star-turned 
judge Chery] Cole, Strictly 
professional Oti Mabuse and 
token foreign celeb Mark 
Morrison (star of Glee). Hosting 
are former Strictly judge Alesha 
Dixon and Jordan Banjo (of the 
street-dance troupe Diversity), 
as talented performers dance 
in front of a two-way mirror 
wall, which is raised if the studio 
audience votes to put them 
through to the next round. 
Incidentally, lining up against it, 
over on ITV, is The Voice, back 
for an eighth series, which will 
doubtless provide yet another 
instantly forgettable winner. 


2su N6PM, ITV 

If Christmas had you yearning 
for more Torvill and Dean, 

here they are, for yet another 
series on skates. As always, it 
will feel like a poor man’s (a cold 
man’s?) Strictly Come Dancing, 
but The Only Way is Essex’s 
Gemma Collins is competing, 
and she is reliably good value. 
Her fellow contenders include 
Jane Danson (Leanne Battersby 
from Coronation Street), Didi 
Conn, who played Frenchie in 
Grease, former Westlife singer 
Brian McFadden, Love Islana’s 
Wes Nelson, and the former 
England international cricketer 
Ryan Sidebottom. 


5. 


3 SUN 9PM, ITV 

Martin Clunes stars in this 
three-part drama based on 
the memoirs of Colin Sutton, 
the detective whose relentless 
investigation eventually led 
to the 2011 conviction of Levi 
Bellfield, who murdered Milly 
Dowler in 2002. This opening 
episode begins with a case in 
2004, as Sutton searches for 





Martin 
Clunes stars in ‘Manhunt’; 
David Caves and Emilia Fox 
in ‘Silent Witness’; Sheridan 
Smith as Sam in ‘Cleaning Up’ 


the killer of French exchange 
student Amélie Delagrange. 
Continues Monday and Tuesday. 


bis. 9PM, CHANNEL4 
There has been some 
controversy about this new 
drama about the Leave 
campaign, starring Benedict 
Cumberbatch, who plays 

Vote Leave director Dominic 
Cummings. Is it too soon to 
watch events unfold on-screen, 
particularly given that criminal 
investigations continue? It 
should be riveting viewing either 
way, as it explores the origins 
of the “Take Back Control” 
slogan, and the referendum 
that fractured the nation. 


> ae 9PM, BBC1 

Things are as grim as ever 

in Silent Witness, as the 22nd 
series of the drama opens with 
a woman sneaking into the 
men’s loos, only to hear someone 
in the next cubicle being 
murdered. There’s a pattern 
to three attacks: the victim is 
transgender, and the killings 
begin after a threatening call 
to a transgender hotline. 


6" 9PM, BBC2 

This new history series asks 
seven celebrity advocates to pin 
down the most influential figures 
of the 20th century. Sir Trevor 
McDonald begins the process 
by choosing a political leader. 
Winston Churchill, Nelson 
Mandela, Franklin D Roosevelt 
and Margaret Thatcher are 

the contenders in what is 
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bound to be a competitive - and 
controversial - category. The 
series continues on Wednesday, 
with Dermot O’Leary making 
the case for four explorers. 


wie 210PM, CHANNEL4 
Sharon Horgan and Rob 
Delaney’s superb, and 
supremely filthy, comedy 
returns for a fourth and final 
series. When we left the couple, 
Rob had fallen off the wagon and 
crashed his car. We pick up here 
as he begins community service 
ina charity shop, and makes a 
new friend (played, brilliantly, by 
Julie Hesmondhalgh) at his AA 
meeting. Sharon is predictably 
bored, looking after the 
children alone, and flirts 
with a life outside the law. 


+s Saeae 9PM, ITV 
Sheridan Smith 
plays a single 
mother with 

a gambling 
addiction 


struggling to — a 


make ends 

meet in this new 
drama. While 
emptying the bins 
on one cleaning 
job, she overhears 
an employee at 

a city trading 
firm talking 
about insider 
trading. Now 
privy to illegal 
stock market 
information, 

she is tempted 

to find out if an 
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even bigger gamble could be the 
answer to her problems. 


rine 9PM, BBC1 

Back for an eighth shot of winter 
sun. DI Jack Mooney’s (Ardal 
O’Hanlon) life in a Caribbean 
idyll is yet again interrupted by a 
grisly killing - this time, a tourist 
to the island of Saint Marie 
who’s been stabbed on the bus. 
Along with the bus driver, there 
are only two suspects, played 

by Rebecca Front and Robert 
James-Collier. 


1O viv: 10PM, CHANNEL4 
Just when you think Channel 4 


might have exhausted every 
e conceivable premise for a 
. 


dating show (Naked Attraction, 
Married at First Sight) 


yy _ along comes this 
SW. <= 6 show, in which two 


eS 4 strangers are taught 
“\ adance routine by 
| Diversity’s Ashley 
Hil) Banjo. The first 
\\ _ time they meet, 
they perform 
\\ it together - 
after which, 
they choose 
_ whether or not 
to see each other 
_ again. Sounds 
\ daft, but there’s 
something 
sweetly romantic 
about the idea. 





CHOICE 





Daytime 


6pm 


8pm 


9pm 


10pm 


Ilpm 


Late 


noe 
0) al = 


6.00 Breakfast (S). 9.15 
Countryfile Winter 
Diaries (R) (S). 10.00 
Homes Under The 
Hammer (S). 11.00 Wanted 
Down Under (S). 11.45 
Caught Red Handed (S). 
12.15 Bargain Hunt (S). 
1.00 BBC News At One; 
Weather (S). 1.30 BBC 
Regional News; Weather 
(S). 1.45 The Blake 
Mysteries (S). 2.30 Escape 
To The Country (R) (S). 3.30 
Money For Nothing (R) (S). 
4.15 Celebrity Antiques 
Road Trip (R) (S). 5.15 
Pointless (S). 


BBC News At 
Six; Weather (S). 
BBC Regional 
News; Weather 
(S). 


6.00 


6.30 


Blue Planet 

Il: Oceans 

Of Wonder 
Highlights 
from David 
Attenborough’s 
series (R) (S). 


7.00 


EastEnders 

A family must 
deal with the 
earlier events 
(S). 

Celebrity 
Mastermind (S). 


8.00 


8.30 


Luther The 
detective races 
to save the 
others from 
Cornelius’ 
retribution. Last 
in the series (S). 


9.00 


10.00 BBC News At 
Ten (S). 

10.25 BBC Regional 
News (S). 

10.35 Graham 
Norton’s Good 
Story Guide (S). 


11.25 Cuckoo New 
series. Ken is 
excited about a 
visit (S). 

11.50 FILM: You Again 
(Andy Fickman 
2010) (S). 


1.35 BBC News (S). 
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PICK OF THE DAY 
Cuckoo 
11.25pm, BBC1 


“The last thing we need is another 
eccentric American creating havoc 


in our lives,” says Ken (Greg Davies) 
as Andie MacDowell becomes the 
latest US star to guest in this sitcom, 
following Andy Samberg and 
Twilight's Taylor Lautner. Cuckoo 

is available globally on Netflix, which 


might help to explain its appeal 

to someone of the stature of 
MacDowell (Left), who plays Ken’s 
long-lost sister Ivy Mittelfart, a 
billionaire with nefarious plans on 


Jeremy Wade’s Mighty Rivers 
8pm, ITV 

With a surname perfectly suited to 
his pastime as an extreme angler, 
biologist Jeremy Wade investigates 
the disappearance of freshwater 
giants from the planet's largest 
waterways. He begins in the Danube, 
in search of two giant beasts - a fish 
so valuable that criminals are 
hunting it out of existence anda 
man-sized predator that has become 
the stuff of dreams. 


Ken's body - his dead body, that is. Jamie And Jimmy’s 
Helen Baxendale returns as Ken's Friday Night Feast 
8pm, Channel 4 


wife Lorna, along with Kenneth 
Collard as neighbour Steve, a man 
with one of the great 

comedy hairstyles. 


fape}c) 
TWO 


6.00 Wanted Down Under 
(R) (S). 6.45 Sign Zone: 
Dynasties (R) (S). 7.45 
FILM: Great Expectations 
(David Lean 1946) Drama, 
starring John Mills (S). 
9.40 FILM: The Lavender 
Hill Mob (Charles Crichton 
1951) Ealing comedy, 
starring Alec Guinness (S). 
11.00 BBC Newsroom Live 





(S). 2.00 Coast (R) (S). 1.25 
Natural World: Pygmy 
Hippo - A Very Secret 
Life (R) (S). 2.25 A Place 
To Call Home (R) (S). 3.20 


FILM: 


Into The Woods (Rob 


Marshall 2014) Musical 
fantasy, starring Meryl 
Streep (S). 5.15 Flog It! 


(R) (S). 


6.00 


7.00 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 


Galapagos Liz 
Bonnin finds 
out about man’s 
impact on the 
archipelago. 
Last in the 
series (R) (S). 


Celebrity 
Antiques Road 
Trip Rebecca 
Adlington and 
Helen Skelton 
seek items of 
value (S). 


University 
Challenge 
Christmas 2018 
(S). 

Grand Tours Of 
Scotland’s Lochs 
(S). 


Billy Connolly: 
Made In 
Scotland Part 
two of two. 
The comedian 
returns to 
Scotland (S). 


10.00 Billy Connolly: 


A Scot In The 
Arctic (R) (S). 


10.50 FILM: What 


We Did On Our 
Holiday (2014) 
(S) 


12.20 FILM: The History 
Boys (Nicholas Hytner 
2006) Comedy drama, 
starring Richard Griffiths 
(S). 2.10 Sign Zone (R) (S). 
5.40 This Is BBC Two (S). 





Uky 


6.00 Good Morning 
Britain (S). 8.30 Lorraine 
(S). 9.25 The Jeremy 

Kyle Show (S). 10.30 

This Morning (S). 12.30 
Loose Women (S). 1.30 
ITV News; Weather (S). 
1.55 ITV Regional News; 


Weather (S). 2.00 Celebrity 


Catchphrase (R) (S). 3.00 
Tenable (R) (S). 3.59 ITV 
Regional Weather (S). 4.00 
Tipping Point (S). 5.00 The 
Chase (S). 


Jamie Oliver and Jimmy Doherty 
kick off the new year with their first 
all-vegan menu, joined in the café by 





Television Friday 4 January 


Romesh Ranganathan. Oliver creates 
an alternative lasagne for the 
comedian, while Doherty builds a 
cold press to help a 16-year-old DIY 
enthusiast who wants to finda 
“solution” to fallen apples. The duo 
also visits the world’s first fully 
vegan football stadium. 


Celebrity 5 Go Camping 

8pm, Channel 5 

If you're passably well known but 
don't fancy being stranded ona 
tropical isLand without food or water 
by Bear Grylls, then this is one 
alternative. Michelle Collins, 
Stephen Bailey, Cheryl Baker, Bobby 
Davro and Joe Swash roll up their 
ground sheets, pull on their 
rucksacks and head off into Dorset 
for a night in a wigwam. 





Luther 

9pm, BBCi 

Poor old (or rather young) DS 
Halliday (Wunmi Mosaku), who has 
been shouldering most of the 
serial-killer investigation while her 
boss (Idris Elba) sorts out his private 
business with George Cornelius. This 
latest series, ending tonight, has 
certainly been a schizophrenic affair. 


Billy Connolly: 

Made In Scotland 

9pm, BBC2 

‘A Celtic-flavoured sweet-and-sour 
affair” is how Billy Connolly 
describes growing up in Glasgow, 
although anyone familiar with his 
wife Pamela Stephenson's biography 





of Connolly’s appalling childhood, 


FL . 
4. 5 ‘it itv2 
6.05 The King Of 6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 - oO Qe RE 6.00 Totally Bonkers 
Queens (R) (S). 7.20 Jeremy Vine 11.15 GPs: Vs - ’ Guinness World Records 
The King Of Queens Behind Closed Doors % (S). 7.00 You've Been 
~*~ 


(R) (S). 7.45 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (R) (S). 
8.15 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (R) (S). 8.45 
Frasier (R) (S). 9.20 Frasier 
(R) (S). 9.50 Frasier (R) (S). 
10.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (R) (S). 


(R) (S). 22.10 5 News 
Lunchtime (S). 12.15 The 
Yorkshire Vet (R) (S). 2.10 
Access (S). 1.15 Make You 
Laugh Out Loud (R) (S). 2.45 
Neighbours (S). 2.15 FILM: 
A Life Of Deception (Jeff 
Beesley 2017) Thriller, 










Framed! Gold (S). 7.50 

oe) Emmerdale (S). 8.20 
Emmerdale (S). 8.50 You've 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 
9.15 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S). 10.10 FILM: Dr 
Seuss’ The Lorax (Chris 
Renaud, Kyle Balda 2012) 


11.15 Undercover Boss 
USA (Rk) (S). 12.40 Channel 
4, News Summary (S). 12.15 
Come Dine With Me (R) (S). 
1.10 Find It, Fix It, Flog It 
(R) (S). 2.20 Countdown: 
Champion Of Champions 
(S). 3.00 A Place In The 

Sun (S). 4.00 The Secret 
Life Of The Zoo (R) (S). 5.00 


starring Emmanuelle 
Vaugier (S). 4.00 
Friends (R) (S). 4.30 
Friends (R) (S). 5.00 

5 News At 5 (S). 5.30 
Neighbours (R) (S). 


Couples Come Dine With 
Me (S). 

6.00 ITV Regional 6.00 The Simpsons 6.00 The Yorkshire 
News; Weather (R) (S). Vet (R) (S). 

(S). 6.30 Hollyoaks 6.50 5News Tonight 

6.30 ITV News; Imran comes (S). 

Weather (S). home and the 
family decide to 
celebrate (R) (S). 

7.00 Emmerdale 7.00 Channel 4 News 7.00 Animals After 
Matty makes (S). Dark Miranda 
a profound Krestovnikoff 
decision (S). observes a pack 

7.30 Coronation of wolves in 
Street (S). Devon. Last in 

the series (S). 

8.00 Jeremy Wade’s 8.00 Jamie And 8.00 Celebrity 5 Go 
Mighty Rivers Jimmy’s Friday Camping New 
New series (S). Night Feast The Senlesseelebs 

8.30 Coronation first all-vegan experience 
Street Emma is menu (S). Britain's 
heartbroken (S). camping culture 

(S). 

9.00 Who Wants 9.00 Big Fat Quiz 9.00 Jane McDonald: 
To BeA Of Everything Cruising Down 
Millionaire? With Sandi Under New 
Big-money Toksvig, Big Seilesmine 
quiz, hosted Narstie and singer heads to 
by Jeremy Frank Skinner Australia (S). 
Clarkson (S). (S). 

10.00ITV News At Ten 10.15 Victoria Wood: 
(Si By Her Friends 

10.30 ITV Regional Profile of the 
News (S). writer and 

10.45 Gordon, Gino comedian (R) (S). 


And Fred: Road 
Trip (R) (S). 


11.45 Happy Hour 


11.00 FILM: The 


11.15 Victoria Wood: 


With Olly Murs Counsellor Live A 1997 
For one night (Ridley Scott performance 
only, the singer 2013) crime by the 
takes over an thriller, starring much-missed 
entire pub in Michael comedian (R) (S). 
Essex (R) (S). Fassbender (S). 
12.35 Who Wants To BeA 1.15 Rude Tube (R) (S). 2.10 1.00 Teleshopping 3.00 
Millionaire? (R) (S). 1.25 Pop, Pride And Prejudice Access (S). 3.10 GPs: 
Jackpot247 3.00 Celebrity (R) (S). 3.10 Indian Behind Closed Doors 


Squares (R) (S). 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen 


Summers (R) (S). 4.05 The 
People’s Vet (R) (S). 5.00 
Come Dine With Me (R) (S). 
5.55 Kirstie’s Handmade 
Christmas (R) (S). 


(R) (S). 4.00 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors (R) (S). 4.45 
House Doctor (R) (S). 5.10 
Great Artists (R) (S). 5.35 
Wildlife SOS (R) (S). 


ii 


Billy Connolly talks 
about his upbringing as 
he reveals what it’s like 
to be ‘Made In Scotland’ 


th 


gpm, BBC2 


7.00 The Celts: 
Blood, Iron And 
Sacrifice With 
Alice Roberts 
And Neil Oliver 
(S). 


8.00 Only Yesterday: 
The Carpenters’ 
Story The lives 
of Richard 
and Karen 


Carpenter (S). 


Top Of The Pops: 
The Story Of 
1987 Some of 
1987s biggest 
music stars look 
back on the year 
(S). 


10.00 Top Of The Pops 
1987: Big Hits 
A celebration 
of the biggest 
songs from 1987 
(S). 


9.00 


11.00 The Kate Bush 
Story: Running 
Up That Hill 
Documentary 
exploring the 
singer's career 
(S). 


12.00 Kate Bush At 

The BBC (S). 1.00 Only 
Yesterday: The Carpenters’ 
Story (S). 2.00 Top Of The 
Pops: The Story Of 1987 

(S). 3.00 The Celts: Blood, 
lron And Sacrifice (S). 4.00 
Close 


Michelle Collins joins 


»} ‘Celebrity 5 Go Camping’ 


8pm, Channel 5 





Jimmy Carr and David 
Baddiel are quizzed 
eyo)aamm@iar-tanatclarit 


6.55 FILM: X-Men 
(Bryan Singer 
2000) Sci-fi 
comic-book 
adventure, 
starring Hugh 
Jackman (S). 


FILM: The 
Hunger Games 
(Gary Ross 2012) 
Adventure, 
starring 
Jennifer 
Lawrence (S). 


9.00 


11.50 FILM: The 
Hunger Games: 
Catching 
Fire (Francis 
Lawrence 2013) 
Sci-fi adventure 
sequel (S). 


2.45 Close 


Animated fantasy, with 
the voice of Danny DeVito 
(S). 122.00 Emmerdale 

(S). 122.30 Emmerdale (S). 
1.05 You've Been Framed! 
Gold (S). 1.35 The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show (S). 2.30 
The Jeremy Kyle Show (S). 
3.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
(S). 4.40 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (S). 5.45 You've Been 
Framed! Gold (S). 


6.20 FILM: Star 
Wars: Episode 
lll - Revenge Of 
The Sith (George 
Lucas 2005) 
Sci-fi adventure 
prequel (S). 


FILM: We’re The 
Millers (Rawson 
Marshall 
Thurber 2013) 
Comedy, with 
Jason Sudeikis 
(si) 


9.00 


11.25 Family Guy 
Peter, Quagmire 
and Joe take an 
eventful trip to 
Canada (S). 

11.55 Family Guy (S). 


12.25 Family Guy (S). 
12.50 Family Guy (S). 1.20 
American Dad! (S). 1.50 
American Dad! (S). 2.15 
Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records (S). 2.30 
Teleshopping 


Billy, might wonder where the 
sweetness lay. Annual seaside 
holidays in Rothesay provides one of 
his Proustian memories in this 
concluding half of his memoir, along 
with knitted woolly swimming 
trunks and “the poetry of swearing”. 


Big Fat Quiz Of Everything 


9pm, Channel 4 


Following Christmas Eve's Big 

Fat Quiz Of The Year, celebrity 
question-setters Jon Snow and 
Charles Dance (among others) tickle 
the much wider general knowledge 
of Sandi Toksvig - her QI training 
coming in handy here - Joe Lycett, 
Katherine Ryan, David Baddiel, Frank 
Skinner and Big Narstie. Jimmy Carr 
asks questions that range from 
Polish film titles to Digger the Crab. 


uv3 


6.00 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 6.25 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 
6.55 Heartbeat (S). 7.55 
The Royal (S). 9.00 Lewis 
(S). 11.00 On The Buses 
(S). 11.30 On The Buses 
(S), 22.05 Rising Damp (S). 
12.35 The Royal (S). 1.40 
Heartbeat (S). 2.40 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 
3.15 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 3.45 Midsomer 
Murders (S). 5.55 
Heartbeat (S). 


7.00 


8.00 


Murder, She 
Wrote Jessica 
becomes 
involved in 
astronomy and 
murder (S). 


Endeavour 
Morse 
investigates an 
assassination 
attempt ata 
sporting event 
(S). 


10.00 Endeavour 


Morse 
investigates the 
disappearance 
of a teacher 
from a secretive 
school (S). 


12.05 Vera (S). 1.55 The 
Secret Life Of Cats (S). 2.45 
Michael Flatley: A Night To 
Remember (S). 3.40 Road 
To Avonlea (S). 4.35 Road 
To Avonlea (S). 5.30 ITV3 
Nightscreen 





6.00 Hollyoaks (S). 7.00 
Couples Come Dine With 
Me (S). 8.00 Melissa & Joey 
(S). 9.00 The Goldbergs 
(S). 9.30 The Goldbergs 

(S). 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 10.30 The Big 
Bang Theory (S). 11.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine (S). 
11.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
(S). 122.00 Young Sheldon 
(S). 12.30 Young Sheldon 
(S). 2.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory (S). 2.00 
Melissa & Joey (S). 2.30 
Melissa & Joey (S). 3.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine (S). 
3.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
(S). 4.00 The Goldbergs 
(S). 4.30 The Goldbergs (S). 
5.00 Young Sheldon (S). 
5.30 Young Sheldon (S). 


6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 

6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon 
does some 
work with the 
military (S). 

7.00 Hollyoaks The 

first day of 

Buster's trial 

begins (S). 

Young Sheldon 

(Ss) 


7.30 


8.00 The Big Bang 
Theory The 
guys make fun 
of Zack (S). 

8.30 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 


FILM: X-Men: 
The Last 
Stand (Brett 
Ratner 2006) 
Superhero 
adventure 
sequel (S). 


9.00 


11.05 The Big Bang 
Theory Penny's 
ex-boyfriend 
offers her a new 
job (S). 

11.35 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 


12.05 Naked Attraction (S). 
1.05 Gogglebox (S). 2.10 
Tattoo Fixers: Extreme (S). 
3.05 Rude Tube (S). 4.00 
The Big Bang Theory (S). 
4.40 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
(S). 5.00 Melissa & Joey (S). 
5.25 Melissa & Joey (S). 


PEJIV3 NOATOTOBWWIA FPYNMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS 


CHOICE 


More 


8.55 Food Unwrapped (S). 
9.30 A Place In The Sun: 
Winter Sun (S). 10.35A 
Place In The Sun: Winter 
Sun (S). 11.35 Four InA 


Bed 


Bed 


(S 
Bed (S 
(S 


). 12.05 Four nA 
). 12.35 Four InA 
). 1.10 Four In A Bed 


(S). 1.40 Four In A Bed (S). 
2.10 Come Dine With Me 
(S). 2.40 Come Dine With 
Me (S). 3.45 Come Dine 
With Me (S). 3.45 Come 
Dine With Me (S). 4.20 
Come Dine With Me (S). 
4.55 A Place In The Sun: 
Winter Sun (S). 5.55 The 
Supervet (S). 


6.55 


7-55 


9.00 


The Supervet 
A five-year-old 
Great Dane 

is rushed to 
Fitzpatrick 
Referrals (S). 


Grand Designs 
The conversion 
of a Grade 
l|-listed barn in 
Essex (S). 


FILM: The 

Wolf Of Wall 
Street (Martin 
Scorsese 2013) 
Drama, starring 
Leonardo 
DiCaprio (S). 


12.35 8 Out Of 10 Cats 
Does Countdown (S). 
1.40 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (S). 
2.40 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (S). 3.40 


Close 





FILM OF THE DAY 

The Wolf Of Wall Street 
9pm, More4 

(Martin Scorsese, 2013) 


Scorsese's 21st feature film is adapted 
from an unrepentant tell-all memoir 
by Jordan Belfort (played by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, left), a cocksure but legally 
shady and morally repugnant 
founder of an upstart brokerage 
firm, who, before he was eventually 
brought Low by an FBI investigation 
in the late 90s, amassed more wealth 
than Croesus would have known 
what to do with. It is an exhilarating, 
exhausting three-hour audiovisual 
bacchanalia of obscene conspicuous 
consumption, prostitutes and 
strippers, yachts and helicopters, 
drugs, sex and more drugs. And it 
is late-period Scorsese's flashiest, 
funniest work by some margin. 


sly ES 


6.00 Futurama 
Futurama ( 
Futurama ( 
Futurama (R) (S 


R) (S). 6.30 
00 
30 
. 8.00 


R) (S). 7. 
R) (S). 7. 


Modern Family (R) (S). 
8.30 Modern Family (R 


) 
(S). 9.00 The Simpsons (R) 
(S). 9.30 The Simpsons ( 
(S). 10.00 Snake Boss (R 


R) 
) 


(S). 10.30 Snake Boss (R) 
(S). 11.00 Big Beasts: Last 
Of The Giants (R) (S). 12.00 
NCIS: Los Angeles (R) (S). 
1.00 Hawaii Five-o (R) (S). 
2.00 Hawaii Five-o (R) (S). 
3.00 S.W.A.T (R) (S). 4.00 


Modern Family (R) (S). 4.30 
Modern Family (R) (S). 5.00 
The Simpsons (R) (S). 5.30 
The Simpsons (R) (S). 


6.00 


6.30 


7.00 


7.30 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 


Futurama (R) 
(S). 

The Simpsons 
Marge and 
Homer suspect 
Bart might be a 
sociopath (R) (S). 


The Simpsons 
A story 
chronicling 
Bart's life (R) (S). 
The Simpsons 
Homer is fired 
(R) (S). 


Modern Family 
Phil goes ona 
solo camping 
trip (R) (S). 
Modern Family 
(R) (S). 


Delicious 

Sam and 

Gina discover 
Mason is up to 
something. 


10.00 The Late Late 


Show With 
James Corden: 
Best Of The 
Week With 
Sophie Turner 
(R). 


11.00 A League Of 


Their Own 
With Andros 
Townsend and 
Micky Flanagan 
(R) (S). 


12.00 A League Of Their 
Own (R) (S). 2.00 The Force: 
North East (R) (S). 2.00 

The Force: North East (R) 
(S). 3.00 A League Of Their 
Own (R) (S). 4.00 Monkey 
Life (R) (S). 5.00 Futurama 


(R) (S). 


sky EETalafe} 


6.00 Fish Town (R) (S). 

7.00 The Guest Wing (R) 

. 8.00 Storm City (R) 

. 9.00 The West Wing 
(S). 10.00 The West 

‘ing (R) (S). 12.00 House 

(S). 42.00 House (R) (S). 

00 Without A Trace (R) 

. 2.00 Blue Bloods (R) 

. 3.00 The West Wing 
Special (R) (S). 4.00 The 

West Wing (R) (S). 5.00 
House (R) (S). 


DEDHH 
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6.00 House The 
team treats a 
mobster (R) (S). 


CSI: Crime 
Scene 
Investigation 
Grissom meets 
a perceptive 
dominatrix (R). 


7.00 


8.00 Blue Bloods 
Danny and Baez 
investigate the 
murder of a 
celebrity chef 
(R) (S). 


9.00 Game Of 
Thrones 
Tommen 
confronts the 
High Sparrow 
(R) (S). 


10.00 Game Of 
Thrones Jorah 
and Daario 
undertake a 
difficult task (R) 
(S) 


11.10 Game Of 
Thrones Tyrion 
seeks a strange 
ally (R) (S). 


12.15 Animals 12.50 
Banshee (R) (S). 2.55 
Banshee (R) (S). 3.05 Dexter 
(R) (S). 4.05 The West Wing 
Special (R) (S). 5.00 The 
West Wing (R) (S). 





What We Did On Our Holiday 


10.50pm BBC2 


(Andy Hamilton, Guy Jenkin, 2014) 


A sweet domestic comedy from the 
makers of the sitcom Outnumbered, 
viewed from the children’s focus 

but involving the divorce of parents 
Rosamund Pike and David Tennant 


and death of granddad Billy Connolly. 


gpm, TCM 
(George Miller, 1979) 


In the taut Little exploitation flick 


20 


ON DEMAND 


My Brilliant Friend 
Now TV/Sky Box Sets 

Elena Ferrante’s novel about 
growing up in 50s Naples 
brought vividly to life. 


The Marvelous 

Mrs Maisel 

Amazon Prime 

Rachel Brosnahan returns in 
atriumphant second season 


that made hima star, Mel Gibson 


plays acop patrolling the highways 
of a post-apocalyptic future ina 
supercharged Ford Falcon GT, and 
grimly chasing down a biker gang 


with revenge in mind. 


Radio 
BBC Radio 1 


6am Weekend Breakfast 

With Matt And Mollie 10.00 
Radio 1’s Greatest Hits With 
Maya Jama 11.00 Maya Jama 
12.45pm Newsbeat 1.00 Dev 

& Alice 4.00 The Official 

Chart With Jordan North 5.45 
Newsbeat 6.00 Radio 1’s Dance 
Anthems With Jordan North 
7.00 Radio 1’s Dance Party 
With Annie Mac 9.00 Pete 
Tong 11.00 Danny Howard 
tam Radio 1's Essential Mix 
3.00 Radio 1’s Mindfulness Mix 
4.00 Radio 1's Wind Down 5.00 
Radio 1’s Wind Down 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 


6am Nick Bright 10.00 Reece 
Parkinson 12.45pm Newsbeat 
1.00 Snoochie Shy 4.00 Sian 
Anderson 5.45 Newsbeat 
6.00 Sian Anderson 7.00 DJ 
Charlesy 9.00 Kenny Allstar 
11.00 Sir Spyro 1am Kan D 
Man And DJ Limelight 4.00 
Diplo And Friends 


BBC Radio 2 


6.30am Radio 2 Breakfast Show 
9.30 Ken Bruce 12noon Jeremy 
Vine 2.00 Steve Wright In The 
Afternoon 4.15 Steve Wright 
In The Afternoon - Serious 
Jockin’ 5.00 Ore Oduba 7.00 
Tony Blackburn's Golden Hour 
8.00 Friday Night Is Music 
Night 10.00 Sounds Of The 

80s 122mdn’t Anneka Rice: The 
Happening 2.00 Fearne Cotton 
4.00 Huey Morgan 


BBC Radio 3 


6.30am Breakfast. 9.00 
Essential Classics. 122no0on 
Composer Of The Week: 
Gershwin. 1.00 News 1.02 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. 
Works by Rachmaninov and 
Shostakovich. 2.00 Afternoon 
Concert. Verdi’s Requiem and 
music by Raminta Serksnyte, 
Veljo Tormis and Esa-Pekka 
Salonen. 4.30 Words And 
Music. Tara Fitzgerald and 
Giles Terera read poems 
about violins, including Yeats 
and Whitman. 5.45 New 
Generation Artists. Mozart and 
Franck from three outgoing 
New Generation Artists. 7.00 
BBC Proms 2018. The Boston 
Symphony Orchestra perform 
Mahler’s Symphony No 3.9.00 
BBC Proms 2018. Featuring 
some of Cuba and Jamaica's 
influential musicians. 11.00 
Music Planet. 2am Through 
The Night. 


BBC Radio 4 

6am Today 9.00 As Others See 
Us 9.45 Book Of The Week: 
Brief Answers To The Big 
Questions 10.00 Woman's 
Hour 11.00 Perfect Husband, 
Pitiable Artist 11.30 Relativity 
12noon News 12.04 Adrian 
Mole: The Cappuccino Years 
12.15 You And Yours 12.57 
Weather 1.00 The World At 
One 1.45 New Year Solutions 
2.00 The Archers 2.15 Drama: 
Deceit, Desire And The Viking 
Helmet 3.00 Gardeners’ 
Question Time 3.45 Short 
Works 4.00 Last Word 4.30 A 
Good Read 4.55 The Listening 


Project 5.00 PM 5.57 Weather 
6.00 Six O’Clock News 6.30 The 
News Quiz. Topical comedy 
panel game, hosted by Miles 
Jupp. 7.00 The Archers. Helen 
throws caution to the wind. 
7.15 Front Row. John Wilson 
presents. 7.45 Curtain Down 
At Her Majesty’s - A Play In 
Five Acts. By Michael Chaplin. 
Last in the series. 8.00 A 

Brief History Of Cunning. 

Joe Queenan revisits the 
history of human duplicity 

in the follow-up to his 2008 
documentary. 8.50 A Point 

Of View. Tom Shakespeare 
discusses remembering 
online passwords. 9.00 The 
Art Of Now: Architecture Of 
Incarceration. Why modern 
prisons are based ona 
250-year-old design. 9.30 As 
Others See Us. The historical 
relationship between India 
and Britain. Last in the series. 
10.00 The World Tonight. With 
James Coomarasamy. 10.45 
Book At Bedtime: Adrian Mole: 
The Cappuccino Years. By Sue 
Townsend. 11.00 Great Lives. 
Matthew Parris talks to Nikesh 
Shukla about Muslim wrestler, 
the Great Gama. 11.25 The 
Persistence Of Analogue. The 
growing popularity of analogue 
hobbies ina digital world. 
11.55 The Listening Project. 
12mdn’t News And Weather 
12.30 Book Of The Week: Brief 
Answers To The Big Questions 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 1.00 
As BBC World Service 5.20 
Shipping Forecast 5.30 News 
Briefing 5.43 Prayer For The 
Day 5.45 IPM 


BBC Radio 4 LW 


9.45am Daily Service 12.014pm 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 
Shipping Forecast 


BBC Radio 4 Extra 


6am Strong Poison 6.30 
Precious Metal 7.00 Trapped 
7.30 The Rivals 8.00 I'm Sorry 
I'llb Read That Again, Again! 8.30 
Steptoe And Son 9.00 Guess 
What? 9.30 Anything Legal 
10.00 Bel Ami 11.00 Podcast 
Radio Hour 12noo0n I'm Sorry 
I'll Read That Again, Again! 





Composer Of 
The Week: 
Gershwin 

Noon, BBC Radio 3 
Donald Macleod 
(above) charts 
George Gershwin's 
final years, a period 
in which he finally 
formulated his 
magnum opus - 
the opera Porgy 
And Bess. 


of the witty dramedy. 


The Innocent Man 
Netflix 

True-crime series looks at 
murders in 80s Oklahoma. 


12.30 Steptoe And Son 1.00 
Strong Poison 1.30 Precious 
Metal 2.00 History Of The 
Rain 2.15 The Invention Of 
Childhood 2.30 The Professor 
2.45 Doubling Back 3.00 Bel 
Ami 4.00 Guess What? 4.30 
Anything Legal 5.00 Trapped 
5.30 The Rivals 6.00 Ghost 
Stories Of Walter De La Mare 
6.30 Off The Page 7.00 I’m 
Sorry I'll Read That Again, 
Again! 7.30 Steptoe And Son 
8.00 Strong Poison 8.30 
Precious Metal 9.00 Podcast 
Radio Hour 10.00 Comedy 
Club: The Rivals 10.30 What To 
Do If You're Not Like Everybody 
Else 10.45 Josie Long: All Of 
The Planet's Wonders 11.00 
Elis James’ Pantheon Of Heroes 
11.30 A Look Back At The 
Future 22mdn’t Ghost Stories 
Of Walter De La Mare 12.30 Off 
The Page 1.00 Strong Poison 
1.30 Precious Metal 2.00 
History Of The Rain 2.45 The 
Invention Of Childhood 2.30 
The Professor 2.45 Doubling 
Back 3.00 Bel Ami 4.00 Guess 
What? 4.30 Anything Legal 
5.00 Trapped 5.30 The Rivals 


BBC 5 Live 

6am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 Your 
Call 10.00 Chiles On Friday 
apm The Friday Sports Panel 
2.00 Kermode And Mayo’'s 
Film Review 4.00 5 Live Drive 
7.00 5 Live Sport 10.00 Geoff 
Lloyd 1am Up All Night 5.00 5 
Live Sport 


BBC 6 Music 


Jam Huw Stephens 10.00 
Nemone 1pm Chris Hawkins 
4.00 Steve Lamacq 7.00 Iggy 
Pop 9.00 Tom Ravenscroft 
12mdn’t Nemone's Electric 
Ladyland 2.00 6 Music Classic 
Concert 3.00 6 Music Live 
Hour 4.00 Wise Women 5.00 
Chris Hawkins 


Classic FM 


6am More Music Breakfast 
9.00 John Suchet 1pm Jane 
Jones 5.00 Classic FM Drive 
7.00 Smooth Classics At Seven 
8.00 The Full Works Concert. 
Catherine Bott features more 
often overlooked composers. 
10.00 Smooth Classics 1am 
Katie Breathwick 4.00 Bob 
Jones 


Absolute Radio 
6am Bush And Richie 10.00 
Leona Graham 1pm Ben 
Burrell 4.00 Pete Donaldson 
7.00 Absolute 80s With 
Claire Sturgess 10.00 Sarah 
Champion 4am Jay Lawrence 


Heart 

6am Jamie And Lucy 9.00 Toby 
Anstis apm Matt Wilkinson 
4.00 JK 7.00 Club Classics 
10.00 Lilah Parsons 1am James 
Stewart 


TalkSPORT 

6am The Alan Brazil Sports 
Breakfast With Ally McCoist 
10.00 Jim White, Perry Groves 
And Bob Mills apm Hawksbee 
And Jacobs 4.00 Adrian 
Durham And Darren Gough 
7.00 The Season Ticket With 
Danny Kelly 10.00 The Two 
Mikes 1am Extra Time With 
Tom Latchem 


1 Es 
= What's on today... 


Visual Arts 


TURNER IN JANUARY 

Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh 
This collection of nearly 40 
fragile paintings, bequeathed to 
the gallery by the collector Henry 
Vaughan a century ago, only goes 
on show when the dim winter 
light poses minimal threat to 
them. The pieces span the 
artist’s career, from early wash 
drawings to sketches of Europe 
from the 1830s and 1840s. 

(0131 624 6200) to31Jan 


FERNAND LEGER: 

NEW TIMES, NEW PLEASURES 
Tate, Liverpool 

More than 40 works by the 
French artist and film-maker 
Fernand Léger (1881-1955), 
whose paintings, murals, film and 
textiles were infused with the 


bustle and rhythm of the urban 
environment and drew on the 
new forms of communication 
that boomed during the first 
half of the 20th century such 
as typography, advertising 

and graphic design. The show 
includes his collaborations 
with architects Le Corbusier 
and Charlotte Perriand and his 
experimental 1924 film, Ballet 
Mécanique. (tate.org.uk)to 17 Mar 


ANNIE SWYNNERTON: 

PAINTING LIGHT AND HOPE 
Manchester Art Gallery 

The first retrospective for 
nearly a century of the 
Manchester-born painter, a 
pioneering professional artist 
who challenged convention in art 
and life, featuring 36 paintings 
from across her career, including 
rarely seen pieces on loan from 
private collections. This free 


® WIN A SPA BREAK 
FOR TWO AT 


CHAMPNEYS TRING 
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exhibition brings together 
landscapes, allegorical works 
and later portraits, revealing her 
as a continually inventive artist 
who engaged with current art 
movements as well as forging an 
independent style shaped by her 
experience of light and colour in 
Italy. (0161 235 8888) to 6 Jan 


ARTIST ROOMS: 

ROBERT MAPPLETHORPE 
Atkinson, Southport 

Images by the American 
photographer from the Artist 
Rooms collection, one of the 
best holdings of his work in the 
world. The pieces on display 

at this free show include self- 
portraits, studies of flowers and 
portraits of artists and celebrities 
of the New York cultural scene 
in the 80s, including Patti 

Smith, Andy Warhol and David 
Hockney, as well as pieces from 
the late 70s and early 80s when 
Mapplethorpe was documenting 
the New York SM scene. 

(01704 533 333) to 23 Mar 


MAGIC REALISM: ART IN WEIMAR 
GERMANY 1919-33 

Tate Modern, London SEI 

A year-long free exhibition of 
German art from between the 
wars, drawing on the holdings of 
the George Economou Collection 
and offering the rare opportunity 
to see artworks not ordinarily on 
public display. Under the magic 
realism banner, used by the artist 
and critic Franz Roh in 1925 to 
describe a shift from the art of 
the Expressionist era towards 
cold veracity and unsettling 


JOHAN PERSSON 
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imagery, this show includes work 
by Otto Dix, George Grosz, Albert 
Birkle and Jeanne Mammen and 
others. (020 7887 8888) to 14 Jul 


RIBERA: ART OF VIOLENCE 
Dulwich Picture Gallery, London SE21 
The first UK show of work 

by Jusepe de Ribera (1591- 

1652), one of the giants of the 
Spanish Baroque, who spent 
most of his career in Naples, 
where he influenced artists 
including Salvator Rosa and 
Luca Giordano. This exhibition 
brings together loans from seven 
countries to explore, for the first 
time, an aspect of Ribera’s art for 
which he was renowned: violent 
depictions of saints and figures 
being flayed and flogged. 

(020 8693 5254) to 27 Jan 


RICHARD POUSETTE-DART: 
BEGINNINGS 

Kettle’s Yard, Cambridge 

The first solo exhibition in the 
UK of work by Richard Pousette- 
Dart, a key figure of Abstract 
Expressionism and an early 
influence on Jackson Pollock. 
He was one of the first of the 
New York School to work on a 
monumental scale, and while 
he is primarily remembered 
for his painting, this exhibition 
highlights his works in 
sculpture and on paper, 

as well as his photography. 
(kettlesyard.co.uk) to Sun 


MARTIN PARR: 

RETURN TO MANCHESTER 
Manchester Art Gallery 

The photographer has revisited 
Manchester many times 

over the past 40 years, since 

his years as a student at the 
Polytechnic in the early 70s, to 
document the ongoing lives of 
Mancunians. This free exhibition 
brings together a selection of 


THEATRE 
SWEAT 
Donmar Warehouse, London WC2 


his Manchester photographs, 
ranging from black-and-white 
images of June Street, in Salford, 
in 1972 and Yates Wine Lodges in 
1982-3, to colour photos of people 
shopping in 1986 and 2008. 
(0161235 8888) to 22 Apr 


ARTES MUNDI 8 

National Museum, Cardiff 

The UK’s most political art prize 
returns, with five shortlisted 
artists competing for the £40,000 
prize. Among them are the 
Cannes Palme D’Or-winning 
film director Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, Citizenfour 
cinematographer Trevor Paglen 
and Moroccan artist Bouchra 
Khalili. (0300 1112 333) to 24 Feb 


Comedy 


ANDY ZALTZMAN 

Soho Theatre, London W1 

In The Certifiable History, the 
political comedian, satirist and 
“Radio 4 irregular” attempts 
to get a handle on 2018, a year 
in which the world has “barked 
furiously at its own reflection 
and punched itself in the face”. 
(020 7478 0100) to Sat 


SAM SIMMONS 

Soho Theatre, London W1 

Gleefully surrealist, wonderfully 
moustached Aussie Sam 
Simmons invites us to Soho to 
“witness the miracle birth of the 
baby Greg” and plenty of other 
such boggle-eyed, Christmas- 
derived horseplay in Away in a 
Stranger. (020 7478 0100) to Sat 


WINTER WONDERLAND 
COMEDY CLUB 

Hyde Park, London W2 

Luisa Omielan’s ace latest show, 
Politics for Bitches, focuses her 
smart, socially aware comedy 





Lynn Nottage, a master detailer of the lives of the dispossessed, won her second Pulitzer Prize for this play, 
which, by turns profound, terrifying, earthy and witty, details the decline of a Pennsylvania town that was 
once a proud manufacturing hub. Lynette Linton’s superbly calibrated production shifts back and forth 
in time between 2000 and 2008, tracing the shifting dynamics of a close-knit trio of middle-aged female 
friends and their two twentysomething sons. (020 3282 3808) to 26 Jan 


on the NHS and her recent 
experiences with it, but she’s got 
a rabble-rousing, party-loving 
side too, and expect that to the 
fore as she tops the bill in Hyde 
Park. (hydeparkwinterwonderland. 
com)to Sat 


SWAN LAKE 

Coliseum, London WC2 

English National Ballet dance 
Derek Deane’s handsome 
production, a traditional and 
well-paced view of the ballet 
with fairytale designs by Peter 
Farmer. (020 7845 9300) to 13 Jan 


CINDERELLA 

Theatre Royal, Glasgow 
Christopher Hampson’s 
production for Scottish Ballet 
is richly romantic, with nicely 
observed characters, swirling 
dances and Art Nouveau 
designs by Tracy Grant Lord. 
(0844 8717647) to 12 Jan 


THE ROYAL BALLET 

Royal Opera House, London WC2 
Frederick Ashton’s Les Patineurs 
is a wintry treat, dancers 
“skating” through enchanting 
virtuoso steps. It’s performed 
with Jerome Robbins’ sharp 
Chopin comedy, The Concert, and 
Kenneth MacMillan’s Winter 
Dreams, a danced version of 
Chekhov's Three Sisters. 

(020 7304 4000) tonight 


MATTHEW BOURNE’S SWAN LAKE 
Sadler’s Wells, London EC1 

New Adventures dance Matthew 
Bourne’s best-loved production, 
which recasts Swan Lake 

with fierce male swans and 

a repressed, yearning 

prince. This revival has been 
refreshed for the 21st century. 
(020 7863 8000) to 27 Jan 


THE KING’S CONSORT 

Wigmore Hall, London W1 

Robert King and his Consort are 
joined by counter-tenors Iestyn 
Davies and James Hall for a 
programme of English vocal and 
instrumental items by Purcell, 
Blow, Humfrey and Williams, 
including Purcell’s elegy for 
Queen Mary. (0207935 2141) 
tonight 7.30pm 


SCOTT HAMILTON QUARTET 
Pizza Express Jazz, London W1 
Settling in for his annual New 
Year residency on Dean Street, 
the mellifluous US veteran 
saxophonist wields his songbook 
with his regular quartet of John 
Pearce on piano, bassist Dave 
Green and drummer Steve 
Brown. (0207439 4962) to Sun 


TOM GREEN SEPTET 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Foyer, London SE1 
As part of the free Friday Tonic 
series, the trombonist’s septet 
merges contemporary chamber 
jazz with rich harmonies 

and propulsive grooves from 

the group’s debut, Skyline. 

(020 3879 9555) today5.30pm 
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THREADED 

Central Bar, Royal Festival Hall, 
London SEI 

Part of the free Friday Lunch 
series. Threaded features Jamie 
Rutherford on guitar and vocals, 
violinist Ning-ning Li and Rosie 
Bott on clarinet, performing their 
lyrical songs and tales from two 
albums, Fair Winds & Following 
Seas and Of What We Spoke. 

(020 3879 9555) today 1pm 


SHREK THE MUSICAL 

Grand Theatre, Leeds 

A delicious version of the story 
of Shrek, a grumpy green ogre 
who lives in a swamp and is nota 
typical fairytale prince. This isa 
merry and surprisingly romantic 
subversion of stereotypes about 
love and beauty, driven by two 
fine central performances by 
Steffan Harri and Laura Main. 
(shrekthemusical.co.uk) to Sun 


MATILDA: THE MUSICAL 

Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff 
Matthew Warchus’s colourful 
RSC staging of the Roald Dahl 
tale about a bookish infant 
prodigy is utterly exhilarating. 
The troupe of children revel in 
the ebullient wit of Tim Minchin’s 
tuneful score and in the punchy 
verve of choreography by Peter 
Darling. (uk.matildathemusical. 
com)to12Jan 


SUMMER AND SMOKE 

Duke Of York’s Theatre, London WC2 
Rebecca Frecknall’s take on this 
neglected play by Tennessee 
Williams — a portrait of desire 
and loneliness, set more than a 
100 years ago in rural Mississippi 
- is revelatory. Frecknall conjures 
an impressionistic atmosphere 
for the central figures: the 
apparently prim Alma, daughter 
of a cleric (Patsy Ferran captures 
the character’s oddity perfectly) 
and the local bad boy (Matthew 
Needham) she’s infatuated with. 
(summerandsmoke.co.uk) to 19 Jan 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

Leeds Playhouse 

The staging of Deborah 
McAndrew’s sprightly musical 
adaptation of Dickens’ Yuletide 
fable is a small seasonal miracle 
for the team at the newly 
renamed venue. Much of the 
success is down to Robert 
Pickavance’s Scrooge, a comic 
curmudgeon who is never 
exactly unlikeable but who is 
transformed by his long dark 
night of the soul. Amy Leach 
directs. (0113 213 7700) to 19 Jan 


THE SNOW QUEEN 

Everyman, Liverpool 

Writers Sarah A Nixon and Mark 
Chatterton might have messed 
with the narrative, but they have 
stuck faithfully to the Everyman 
panto format of high-energy, 
uncynical silliness for this year’s 
festive rock n’roll offering, which 
bears little resemblance to the 
Hans Christian Andersen tale 
but it extremely good fun - for 
children as well as adults. 

(0151 709 4776) to 19 Jan 


‘Society made me feel 
I wasn't complete’ 


sandra Bullock talks to Alexandra Pollard about her 
non-nuclear family, and why being a mother drove her 
to tears while filming the Netflix sensation ‘Bird Box’ 


ith more than 45 

million views, and 

Netflix’s biggest 

seven-day view- 

ership for any of 
its original films to date, apoca- 
lyptic thriller Bird Box has been 
an instant hit. 

In the film, directed by The Night 
Manager’s Susanne Bier, Sandra 
Bullock plays Malorie, a woman in 
the late stages of pregnancy who 
leaves a check-up to find that a 
mysterious force has gripped the 
country, prompting everyone who 
sees it to kill themselves. 

She finds herself holed up with 
a ragtag group (a bizarre ensem- 
ble including Jacki Weaver, John 
Malkovich and Trevante Rhodes), 
able to venture outside only if she 
wears a blindfold. It doesn’t hold 
up to close scrutiny and, tonally, 
stumbles as often as Malorie, but 
it is exhilarating and tense. 

The strange force, Bullock ex- 
plains, causes people’s greatest 
fear to materialise in front of their 
eyes. When her real-life eight- 
year-old son Louis found this out, 
he asked everyone on set to tell 
him theirs. “He knew what mine 
was. Mine is something happen- 
ing to my kids.” It’s a prospect that 
sometimes consumes her: “I think 
becoming a mother has made me 
that much more fearful.” 

Bird Box didn’t get a wide cin- 
ematic release, but Bullock is con- 
fident that “cinema is not going 
anywhere”. “The streaming world 
has elevated the bar. [Before], if 
you were a superhero, you were 





able to get a movie made; anything 
else was not getting made. Now, 
with streaming, we have all kinds 
of work available. The movie busi- 
ness is changing, and providing 
so many more opportunities for 
women, and for people of colour.” 

It’s changing in other ways, too. 
Bullock, who starred in last year’s 
all-female heist movie Ocean’s 8, 
says, “We started that film before 
#MeToo and ended it during. I 
saw a noticeable difference.” 

She noticed the difference on 
Bird Box, too - exacerbated by the 
presence of a female director. “Be- 
cause the boss was a woman, I did 
see a lot of fear in our crew mem- 
bers. The men were walking on 
eggshells. So I said: ‘Guys, you’re 
allowed to joke, we’ll tell you when 
you've gone too far” 

Bullock exudes the same charm 
she does on screen - equal parts 
goofy and glamorous, with bursts 
of disarming earnestness, too - 
particularly when talking about 
her children. She brings up a line 
in Bird Box that made her break 
down every take. “You have to 
love them, even though you might 
lose them,” says Rhodes’ Tom, re- 
ferring to Malorie’s children. She 
starts to tear up. “I can’t. I can’t.” 


My life took a 
trajectory that 
wasn't pleasant, 
but now | feel I 
understand family 


Sandra Bullock’s 
Malorie with 


+. 


Now 54, Bullock was 46 when 
she adopted the first of her two 
children (her daughter, Laila, is 
six), and even then, her plans were 
nearly scuppered. “My life took a 
trajectory that wasn’t very pleas- 
ant,” she says calmly, “but I feel 
like it had to happen for me to fully 
understand what family is about.” 

That unpleasant trajectory 
was splashed across the tabloids 
in 2010, when Bullock’s then-hus- 
band, TV host Jesse James, was 
accused of having multiple affairs. 
Bullock filed for divorce, but went 
ahead with the adoption process 
they had begun years earlier. 

For a while, it seared Bullock 
that her life didn’t fit the nuclear 
family mould. “Society still has 
these rules that quietly say: ‘It’s a 
man and a woman, and then you 
have a baby, and that’s the family’ 
I felt: ‘Oh my god, I’m a single par- 
ent, I’m not the complete package.’ 
Then I realised... this is the com- 
plete package.” 

Now, it’s her mission to tell oth- 
ers the same. “Sometimes you 
have to open your mind and wait. 
I can say that, because I see the 
bigger picture, but when you’re 
in it, you're like: ‘When is my fam- 
ily coming?’ At some point you al- 
most let go of the idea, and when 
you do, all of a sudden the universe 
goes: ‘Oh, you let go? Here you go. 
This is it.” She leans forward. 
“And you go: ‘Oh my god, that’s 
more beautiful than anything I 
ever imagined.” THE INDEPENDENT 


‘Bird Box’ is on Netflix now 
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An Odyssey into 2lst century Nigeria 


AN ORCHESTRA OF MINORITIES 
Chigozie Obioma 
(Little, Brown, £14.99) 


Review by Lucy Scholes 


igerian author Chig- 

ozie Obioma’s au- 

dacious debut, The 

Fishermen, captured 

everyone’s attention 
when it made the Man Booker 
shortlist back in 2015. In it, Obio- 
ma elevated the ordinary sibling 
rivalry between four brothers 
living in a small town in western 
Nigeria to the dizzying heights 
of Greek tragedy. A similar act of 
transformation can be found in 
his impressive, epic second novel, 
the narrative of which follows the 
(mis)adventures of one Chinonso 
Solomon Olisa, a humble 26-year- 
old poultry farmer in the Nigerian 
city of Umuahia. 

One day, while driving home 
from the market where he has 
purchased some new birds for 
his flock, Chinoso comes across a 
woman about to throw herself to 
her death from a highway bridge. 
In agitation, he grabs two of the 
fowl and tosses them over the 
bridge to demonstrate the grue- 
someness of the death that awaits 
her. The young woman, a trainee 
pharmacist whose name is Ndali, 


ALSO RELEASED 





THE ORDER 
OF THE DAY 
Eric Vuillard 
(Picador, £12.99) 
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So often, history is about the 
consequences of mistakes by 
the weak and fallible. If the 
performance of our Brexit 
negotiators appears dubious, that 
is small beer compared with the 
craven dealings during the key 
meetings -— all still within living 
memory - which could have 
prevented the Second World War. 
In this slim, disturbing volume 
the French writer and film 
director Eric Vuillard recreates 
some of them with striking 
imaginative flair. 
As he underlines repeatedly, 
the Nazis were bluffing almost 
all the way up to the outbreak 
of hostilities. Tragically, their 
adversaries rarely challenged 
them, let alone pushed back. 
First, Vuillard scrutinises the 
German business community. 
On acold February day in 1933, 
two dozen industrialists and 
bankers gathered in the palace 
of the President of the Reichstag 
next to the River Spree. A smiling 





is so struck by this intervention 
that she changes her mind. Chi- 
nonso drives home, “uncertain 
about what he had done, only 
knowing that he had done some- 
thing out of the ordinary”. 

Ndali and Chinonso soon fall in 
love. They want to get married, 
but her family - who are much 
wealthier than Chinonso, and are 
perturbed by his lack of formal 
education - do everything in their 
power to foil the lovers’ plans. 

Thus, when an old school friend 
of Chinoso’s reappears in his life, 
claiming he’ll help his pal to enrol 
in a university on Cyprus - he can 
prove himself worthy of Ndali by 
earning his degree - Chinonso, 
“a man of instinct and passion”, 
rashly decides to sell all his pos- 
sessions, including his house and 
farm, to fund the plan. 

In The Fishermen, Obioma 
knitted together Aristotelian 
tragedy with the oral storytell- 
ing traditions of his characters’ 
cultural heritage, and he takes a 
similar patchwork approach here. 

The narrative of An Orchestra of 
Minorities owes much to Homer’s 
Odyssey. Chinonso’s experiences in 
Cyprus are just as challenging as 
the struggles faced by his classical 
predecessor during his years of 
wandering. But Obioma blends 
these elements of the narrative 
with Igbo folklore and myth. The 


Hitler greeted these men of 
commerce and spoke about the 
necessity to resist communism. 
Then they all contributed huge 
amounts of money towards his 
imminent election campaign. 
The Nazis duly seized power. As 
Vuillard points out, many of these 
companies continue to prosper; 
some of them having profited 
from slave labour during the war. 

For the remainder of the 
book, Vuillard looks at the 
German annexation of Austria. 
He describes the visit of the 
British Foreign Secretary, Lord 
Halifax, to Germany in 1937. 
Halifax went hunting with Goring 
and afterwards, when he met 
Hitler, he intimated that the 
Fiihrer’s designs on Austria and 
parts of Czechoslovakia did not 
seem unwarranted. This was 
like handing an arsonist petrol 
and matches. 

Later on, in 1940, Halifax 
decided he didn’t want to be 
Prime Minister, to lead the fight 
against the Axis forces - largely 
because he wanted to spend time 
with his mistress. Thankfully, 
Churchill got the job instead. 

Vuillard’s centrepiece is 
Hitler’s manipulation of the 


1. Becoming Michelle Obama (Viking) 

2. The Story of Brexit: Ladybirds for Grown-Ups 
Jason Hazeley & Joel Morris (Michael Joseph) 
3.Normal People Sally Rooney (Faber & Faber) 

4. The lce Monster David Walliams (HarperCollins Children’s) 

5. The Tattooist of Auschwitz Heather Morris (Zaffre Publishing) 
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Updating a classic Obioma blends the Homerian with Igbo myth JASON KEITH 


Austrian Chancellor Kurt von 
Schuschnigg in 1938. Vuillard 
takes us right inside the mind 
of Von Schuschnigg, a distinctly 
pusillanimous individual. 

They met at the Berghof, 
Hitler’s mansion high in the 
Bavarian Alps. Over the course 
of the day, Hitler threw a 
masterclass in intimidation. 

To place Von Schuschnigg off 
balance, the Fuhrer alternated 
between threats and friendly 
overtures, while keeping him 
waiting on and off for hours. 
Eventually, von Schuschnigg 
caved in and signed an 
agreement which paved the way 
for the Nazi takeover of Austria. 

Vuillard explores the thoughts 
and feelings of his protagonists 
with nimble facility in this tour 
de force of enhanced realism. It 
is no surprise that it is a prize- 
winning best-seller in France - 
though whether the industrialists 
and politicians of the present 
ever learn much from their 
predecessors’ mistakes is moot. 
As Vuillard says: “We never fall 
twice into the same abyss. But we 
always fall in the same way, ina 
mixture of ridicule and dread.” 

Peter Carty 











FRANCIS 
oe FRANCIS: A LIFE 
INSONGS 
“ Ann Wroe 
a epee (Jonathan Cape, £16.99) 
When Ann Wroe wanted to 
write a biography of St Francis 
of Assisi, she decided it was a life 
best expressed in poetry. And so 
comes about the structure of this 
extraordinary book. She starts 
each chapter with an extract 
from a biography of St Francis 
and perhaps a passage from 
Francis himself. Then she follows 
it with a poem about the episode, 
and follows that with a further 
poem about a loosely linked 
contemporary subject. 

The best parts of the book 
are, of course, the extracts from 
the life of Francis himself, which 
are remarkable in their lyrical 
simplicity. But the poems Wroe 
writes are haunting, too. 

Writing about the hut that 
Francis used for his followers, she 
says: “The tumbled struts were 
once/ a livestock place. Sour 
grassy-warm their breath in here, 
the trampled floor/ pungent and 
deep. The little group/ you’ve 
driven in, King Arthur’s knights,/ 
Bernard and Philip, Giles, the 
rest,/ Huddle as cattle do...” 

Next to this there are verses 
about a shepherd’s abandoned 
shack in Romney Marsh. 

A wonderful patchwork of prose 
and poetry. EVENING STANDARD 

Melanie McDonagh 











novel, for example, is narrated by 
Chinonso’s chi, the guardian spir- 
it who watches over man in Igbo 
cosmology. It’s a voice reminiscent 
of a Greek chorus: ever-watchful, 
knowledgeable, but unfortunately 
unable to intervene. 

Obioma’s interest in examining 
the tension between fate and self- 
determination also runs through 
both his novels. Poor, unfortunate 
Chinoso finds himself “wronged 
by man and history” - first he falls 
foul of a migration scam, and then 
finds himself falsely accused of at- 
tempted rape and murder (a not 
wholly convincing episode) - as 
a consequence of which, “a great 
darkness” enters him, “a crawly, 
multilegged darkness, shaped like 
a rapidly procreating millipede 
that burrowed into his life”. 

Where brother turning on 
brother in The Fishermen could 
be read as an allegory of post-in- 
dependence Nigeria, the parable 
here speaks to broader concerns 
about the cruelties of the con- 
temporary world; about what the 
powerful do to the weak, and how 
aman can be expected to endure 
only so much before he begins to 
want to inflict the same torments 
on those who have hurt him. 

Timely, portentous and power- 
ful, Obioma’s second novel con- 
firms his remarkable talent. 





SHE WAS THE 
QUIET ONE 

Michele Campbell 
(HarperCollins, £7.99) 





The murder of a twin points 
the finger at her sister, aka the 
quiet one. Centring on orphaned 
twins and their boarding school 
master and mistress, thisis a 
tale of unrequited love and rule- 
breaking. The narrative flips 
between the main story and 
transcripts of police interviews 
with people involved in events in 
the run-up to the murder. Fans of 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste 
Ng will love the untangling of 
these seemingly perfect lives. 
Jenny Stallard 





SCRUBLANDS 
Chris Hammer 
(Wildfire, £16.99) 








The Outback has become a 
go-to setting for crime thrillers. 
In a drought-scourged country 
town, a charismatic local priest 
guns down five men. A year on, 
a troubled journalist turns up to 
write a piece on the anniversary 
of the murders, and discovers 
that a seemingly open-and-shut 
case is anything but. Scrublands 
is well-plotted and atmospheric, 
but there’s almost too much going 
on as it explodes into life. 

Derek Watson 





LOST RAILWAY JOURNEYS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
Anthony Lambert 

(White Lion Publishing, £25) 


Review by Alastair Dalton 


ail’s loss has been cy- 
clists’ - and walkers’ - 
gain. Spectacular bike 
routes have been creat- 
ed on old lines, and An- 
thony Lambert’s book highlights 
how this has become a successful 
phenomenon across the world. 

While Lost Railway Journeys is 
in some parts a requiem for train 
trips no longer possible, in others 
it is unexpectedly upbeat, chroni- 
cling the transformation of tracks 
into popular trails, along with 
some partial rail re-openings, or 
at least the prospect of them. 

In Scotland, for example, the 
book notes that a 12-arch via- 
duct in Glen Ogle — acclaimed by 
a railway executive as Scotland’s 
“Khyber Pass” — is now a highlight 
of the national cycle network. It 
is part of the Dunblane-Crian- 
larich section of the Callander & 
Oban line, which was about to be 
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closed when a rockfall nearby in 
1965 brought it to a premature 
end. The majesty of the scenery 
now afforded to riders and hikers 
using the line is attested to by the 
fact that an observation car with 
armchairs and a full-length win- 
dow at the rear was added to a 
daily train in 1914. 

Covering 33 lines across six 
continents, Lambert’s descrip- 
tions of former routes that have 
become bike trails inspired me 
to add them to plans for future 
journeys; trails such as the one on 
the former Otago Central Railway 
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in New Zealand, which closed in 
1990 and is now one of the most 
popular. The post-goldrush line’s 
draws include re-decked bridges 
over dramatic gorges and rivers. 

Another is the Kettle Valley 
line in Canada, where, east of 
Hope in British Columbia, rid- 
ers can take the path of trains 
through the five Othello tunnels 
— named, along with stations such 
as Juliet and Lear, by the rail- 
way’s Shakespeare-loving builder, 
Andrew McCulloch. 

But Lambert stresses that his 
focus is the experience of building, 


operating and travelling on these 
“lost” routes, and he has some ex- 
traordinary tales to tell, including 
about railways some may never 
have realised existed - for exam- 
ple, the line to Key West, at the end 
of the string of islands stretching 
128 miles from the Florida penin- 
sula. Spurred on by the building 
of the Panama Canal, the route 
opened in 1912, much of it on via- 
ducts up to seven miles long, “giv- 
ing its passengers the sensation 
of being at sea”. 

A sleeper train from New York 
called the Havana Special linked 
with a steamer to Cuba, with 
freight accompanying the pas- 
sengers including race horses for 
the Caribbean island, and up to 
100 wagons of pineapples on the 
return journey. However, a hurri- 
cane in 1935 swept away 40 miles 
of track, and part of the remainder 
became a road. 

In Australia, the original route 
of part of the 1,850-mile Adelaide- 
Alice Springs-Darwin line - the 
Ghan - is traced, and Lambert 
details the epic challenges faced 
by its builders, such as termites 
destroying the track sleepers and 
flash floods marooning trains for 
weeks. In one incident in 1967, 
the train crew resorted to shoot- 
ing goats to keep the passengers 
from starvation. 

The lines Lambert has chosen 
also include idiosyncrasies, such 
as the Listowel-Ballybunion rail- 
way in Ireland, whose bizarre 
monorail system required trains 
to balance on a track, supported 
like atrestle. Instead of level cross- 
ings, vehicles had to drive onto 
elevated pairs of drawbridges, 
which were lowered over the line. 





Long before Canary Wharf grew into a buzzing financial hub, Mike Seaborne started to document the area, exploring working factories 
and businesses and wandering the streets to capture the spirit and community of industrial east London. His black-and-white photos 
in ‘The Isle of Dogs: Before the Big Money’ (Hoxton Mini Press, £17.95) were taken between 1982 and 1987, and offer early glimpses of 
developments such as the Docklands Light Railway, factory workers on tea breaks, and children paddling in the Thames. 


Nicholas Sparks, 
novelist 


Where are you now and 

what can you see? 

I’m on the back veranda of my 
home in North Carolina; there 
are blue skies with clouds on the 
horizon and I gaze at a wide, slow 
moving river the colour of iron. 
White-washed cypress trees are 
draped with Spanish moss; in the 
branches, I can see an osprey. 


Whatare you currently reading? 
Educated by Tara Westover. 


Whois your favourite author 

and why do you admire her/him? 
Stephen King, because he 

has shown the ability to write 
amazing fiction in virtually every 
format possible. The first novel 

I ever wrote was, in fact, a horror 
novel because I was - and am - 
such a big fan of his. That was 
back when I was in college. I write 
in an entirely different genre now, 
but I’ve learnt from his writing 
that it’s most important to tella 
story that engages readers. I try 
not to lose sight of that. I can’t 
pick a favourite of his books, but I 
do especially love Lisey’s Story. 


Describe the room where 

you usually write... 

It’s an office above the garage, 
with a large desk and three 
windows, allowing for natural 
light. Sometimes I’ll have the 
TV on, playing reruns or some 
old film I’ve already seen—but 
nothing too distracting. I like the 
background noise. I keep my 
desk clean and free of clutter 
when I’m writing. Then I can put 
my feet up on the desk, lean back 
with my computer in my lap, and 
get to work. 


Which fictional character 

most resembles you? 

All of those I’ve written, and 
none of them. Even though there 
is no particular character that 

is based on me, I think every 
character has a bit of me inside 
them, as well as pieces of other 
people I know. 


Whois your hero/heroine 
from outside literature? 
The Apostle Paul, for his letters. 


‘Every Breath’ by Nicholas Sparks 
is published by Sphere, £18.99 
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Its official: Living Coral is the colour 
of 2019. There are many ways to 
brighten up your home with this 
playful hue, says Anetra Davies 


ach year Pantone, the colour- 
matching company, reveals 
the colour it thinks we'll be 
seeing everywhere for the 
year ahead. 

For 2019 it has picked Living Coral 
-a bold hue somewhere between pink 
and orange. 

This darker, orange-toned pink is an 
update of the millennial pink that’s been 
taking interiors by storm. 

But coral’s legacy in decoration 
stretches back at least as far as 
Ancient Greece. 

It was popular in fashion and decor in 
the late Victorian era and saw a resur- 
gence in the Fifties —- think sunny Bev- 
erly Hills bungalows - when it was often 
contrasted with teal. It’s even one of six 
colour options for the new iPhone XR. 

Described as “an animating and 
life-affirming coral hue with a golden 
undertone”, Living Coral appeals to 
our playful side and our innate need 
for optimism and joyful pursuits, says 
the brand. 

Both energising and enlivening, this 
is the perfect hue to take us into 2019 
with a bang and continues the trend 
for strong statement colours after 
Ultra Violet was chosen as the colour 
of 2018. 

Bright it may be, but there’s no need 
to be afraid of incorporating the look 
into your own interiors. Read on to find 
out how... 


1.Furniture 
Living Coral provides an injection of 
vivid colour, but if a more subtle look is 
what you're after, choose coral-coloured 
accessories to brighten up tired and 
dreary new year homes. 

Pick up a statement piece of coral- 
coloured furniture, such as an armchair, 
or dining chairs. 


2.Paints and wallpapers 

Marianne Shillingford, creative director 
of Dulux, suggest using coral tones to 
introduce colour into dull living spaces. 

“Clean coral pink shades are perfect 
for painted features and details 
anywhere in the home, especially in 
modern living spaces where energy 
levels need lifting.” 

“Tf you want to catch the wave and use 
these coral shades yourself, try Dulux 
Coral Flair or slightly lighter Summer 
Fizz,” she adds. 


3. Motifs and textiles 

If yow’re not keen on painting Living 
Coral on your walls, there are plenty 
of other ways to introduce the colour 
to your home. Nadia McCowan Hill, 
Wayfair’s resident style adviser, says: 
“Inspired by nature, work this trend 
into your home with hand-painted 
wood, poppy animal motifs and playful 
patterned textiles - paired impeccably 
with deep and dark hues such as matte 
black and lido blue.” EVENING STANDARD 
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CORAL FLAIR, DULUX 
£27.56 

Liven up walls or 
pick out design 
features asastyle 
statement with 
Dulux’s Coral Flair, 
adeep but bright 
shade that will 
transform any 
area of the home 
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PAVE EMBROIDERED 
GEOMETRIC CUSHION 
£30 

Cult Furniture’s cushion 
is a cheaper way to buy 
into the trend 


LIGNE ROSET 

TOA ARMCHAIR 
From £ 2,085 
Aninvestment piece 
in the colour of the 
moment 















Reading 


READING, BERKSHIRE, RG30 
Price: £200,000 


They say: This two-bedroom, first 
floor apartment is offered for sale 
with no onward chain. The impressive 


In association with 


Zoopla 


Smarter property search 


accommodation includes two 
bathrooms, with an en suite shower 
room to the master bedroom, living 
room and kitchen. 


MORGAN ROAD, READING, RG1 
Price: £300,000 

They say: This unique apartment 
is split over three levels and 
occupies the entire front 
elevation of this period property 
with a modern twist, communal 
garden, off road parking and low 
service charges. 


LONGWATER AVENUE, READING, RG2 
Price: £499,950 

They say: Situated in the sought-after 
Green Park development on the fringes 

of Reading town centre within access 

of the M4 motorway, this isa modern 
semi-detached home with versatile and 
adaptable accommodation with living space 
set over three floors. 
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From £45 

This light terracotta hue 
takes its name from the 
soil beneath our feet. 

Red Earthisa rich blend of 
red and yellow pigments 
that create a warm feel 


me 














£24, 

These Eames-style chairs 
are made to stand out. In 
a choice of bright colours, 
the coral can perfectly 
match your walls or 
create a pop of colourin 
your dining room 





Cruise Europe’s most beautiful waterways aboard the finest ships, featuring superb dining 
on board and spacious suites and cabins. Choose from 14 fascinating river cruises that take 
you to destinations such as Cologne, Trier, Koblenz, Heidelberg, Basel, Lucerne, Douro 
Valley, Vienna, Budapest, Amsterdam, Avignon, Arles, Bruges, Paris or Rouen. 





Your cruise includes... 


Spacious and beautifully appointed suites or cabins with hotel-style beds, en-suite 
bathrooms and river views 


Exceptional cuisine with full board throughout 
Fascinating tours and excursions with expert guides and tour managers 


Return flights from a choice of regional UK airports or standard class reserved seat on 
Eurostar from London St Pancras (supplements may apply) 


Return rail connections on selected dates and cruises from over 50 regional stations 
(supplements may apply) 


The services of our experienced cruise director 





and tour manager 
id 

COLLEGE ROAD, READING, RG6 CASTLE HILL, READING, RG1 osnn Pho 

7 ° 7 ° Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. Single supplements may & % 
Price: £650,000 Price: £1,500,000 > 

: Ps s ‘ j a . apply. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 Hy 

They say: An elegant Victorian three-storey They say: This stunning five double bedroom ATOL 3430 protected. Subject to availability. Additional entrance costs may apply. Images used in &y 3 
five-bedroom semi-detached house situated townhouse offers substantial accommodation ee reese? 
onavery popular established road. The spanning three floors in excess of 5,000 sq 
property has been sympathetically improved ft. The property has been sympathetically 
throughout, but still retains its original restored by the current owners while using 


features, including the beautiful open fireplace traditional building techniques and materials, 
in the living room. maintaining charm and character. 
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o you wake up in the 
morning feeling rested 
and ready for the day 
ahead or do you rise 
with aches, pains and 
a fuzzy head from too little sleep? 
We spend up to a third of our 
lives in bed and, according to the 
Sleep Council - an independent 
organisation that raises aware- 
ness of sleep’s impact on health 
and wellbeing - a comfortable and 
supportive bed is the foundation 
of a restorative night’s slumber. 
Ensuring your mattress is doing 
its job is the first step to the best 
possible start to your day. 


Whattypes of mattress 

are there? 

Lots, and quality varies depending 
on the price. A budget mattress 
will usually be made up of open 
coil or sprung units. This continu- 
ous spring design consists of a 
single length of wire knitted into 
a series of interwoven springs; the 
higher the spring count, the more 
comfortable it will be. 

At the higher end sit pocket- 
sprung mattresses. These feature 
small metal springs, each sewn 
into their own “pocket” of fabric, 
making them individually respon- 
sive. More expensive designs will 
have up to 3,000 individual coils 
and include multiple layers of fill- 
ings including natural ingredients 
such as wool, cashmere, horsehair, 
silk or latex foam. 


Whatis memory foam? 
Originally developed in associa- 
tion with Nasa, memory foam is 
made up of tightly knitted viscoe- 
lastic cells that respond to your 
temperature and weight, cush- 
ioning you and relieving pressure 
on joints. Called memory foam 
because of its ability to regain its 
original shape and structure rath- 
er than remember the shape of 
your body, it’s hypoallergenic, too. 

Initial problems with the foam 
retaining heat have mostly been 
dealt with by combining several 
foam layers, gel-infusing the foam, 
adding charcoal to aid breath- 
ability and even combining with 
pocket springs to create a hybrid 
mattress that some say offers the 
best of both worlds. 


What size doIneed? 
Available in standard UK single 
(90cm x 190cm), double (185em 
x 190cm), king (50cm x 200cm), 
super-king (180cm x 200cm) and 
emperor (215cm x 200cm), there’s 
a mattress to fit every base. Some 
manufacturers have also cottoned 
on to the fact that we’re using bed 
bases in European sizes (from 
Ikea, for instance) and now pro- 
duce non-standard continental 
sizes, too. If you already have a 
base, measure the flat, interior 
section to discover the size and 
buy accordingly. 


How firm should itbe? 

How heavy you are, the position 
in which you generally sleep and 
whether you're a restless or light 
sleeper will all dictate the firm- 


More expensive 
designs will have 
up to 3,000 
individual coils 


And so to bed... 


A good mattress will ensure you 
wake up with a spring in your step. 
Ysanne Brooks explores how to 
choose the right one 


‘tb 
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ness of the mattress you choose. 
Most now come in variations of 
firm, medium-firm, medium-soft 
and soft, although some memory 
foam mattresses have just one 
comfort level. As a general rule, 
light and side sleepers should 
choose something that’s slightly 
softer while heavier back or front 
sleepers should go for the medi- 
um-firm or firm option. 


Which type is best for 

back pain? 

What’s right for one person might 
not necessarily work for another, 
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depending on size, age and weight. 
Your choice of mattress will also 
depend on the type of back condi- 
tion you have so it might be worth 
a trip to your doctor for some ad- 
vice first 

Back sleepers need support for 
their lower spine to prevent too 
much pressure on this area, so a 
medium-firm mattress that has 
enough hardness to support but 
a level of softness to cushion for 
added comfort is a good choice. 
Keeping the spine aligned is key if 
youre a front sleeper, so a firmer 
mattress is better. Side sleeping 


How | found my fairy-tale mattress 


As | teenager, | slept on a sofa 
bed for three years and, asa 
student, a mattress on the 
floor. So to find myself, in my 
thirties, sleeping once again on 
a fold-out bed with Princess- 
and-the-Pea-like layers of foam 
mattresses was too depressing 
for words. Enough was enough. 


| spent so much time 
researching “internet 
mattresses’ (the groovy 
memory-foam beds that come 
ina box, like many of the ones 
in today’s ibuys, right) that my 
Instagram feed showed two 
mattresses to every one post 
from a friend. | agonised, | 





relaxes the spine and takes pres- 
sure off the back, making it the 
best position in which to sleep, 
and a softer or medium-firm mat- 
tress will allow the spine to rest in 
its most natural position. Memory 
foam or a memory foam-hybrid 
will help those with back pain as 
they contour and support your 
whole body. 


Whatis amattress topper? 

An additional layer of comfort for 
your mattress, removable toppers 
are available in a range of materi- 
als and depths, from latex, for a 


measured, | contemplated depth 
and potential sweatiness. | laid 
on display beds in retail parks 
and made decisions and then 
realised certain brands didn't do 
the dinky size | needed. 

At an interiors event | went to 
for work, | squeaked with delight 
when | saw that almost every 
room, decorated by a different 
design company, had an internet 
mattress (Casper) init. Ever the 
professional, by the end of the 
morning | had tried out each one 

When my Casper mattress 
arrived (£525 for a small double), 
it felt Like Christmas. | unboxed 
it, unrolled it and set it on my 
bed base. Like the little bear's 
porridge, it’s not too hot, nor too 
cold, but just right. My bed is 
now a cloud-like nest. 

My advice? Seek out a mattress 
that makes you feel like Sleeping 
Beauty. RebeccaArmstrong 





You need to pick a mattress that’s 
right for you: Above: Kyoto Day- 
Bed, naturalbedcompany.co.uk 


firmer feel, to cotton and duck 
down for softness and warmth. 
Some memory foam mattress 
suppliers offer foam toppers to 
provide an additional layer. 


Whatisa mattress 
protector? 

Many modern mattresses don’t 
require turning so it’s a good idea 
to top them with a removable pro- 
tective layer that can be popped 
into the wash when necessary. 
Thinner than a topper, it’s not 
there to provide extra comfort, 
although some do, it’s more to 
help to preserve the life of a mat- 
tress and maintain freshness - 
particularly on children’s beds, 
for instance. 


Mattress care 

The general consensus seems to 
be that a new mattress is advis- 
able every eight to 10 years. There 
are ways to keep your mattress 
at its best for as long as possible, 
though. If your mattress t requires 
flipping and rotating then make 
sure you do this fairly regularly 
to ensure springs don’t get dis- 
placed or bunch in one position 
over time, or it doesn’t wear in 
one place. Flip the mattress once 
every three months and turn it top 
to tail at the same time. It’s impor- 
tant to keep your mattress clean, 
so try not to eat in bed. A regular 
vacuum will help to keep it dust- 
and mite-free. Adding a mattress 
protector is also a good preventa- 
tive measure. 
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Memory foam and hybrid mattresses 


Finding the perfect mattress shouldnt keep you awake at night. 
Whatever your needs, Ysanne Brooks has the choice of your dreams 








[1] CASPER MATTRESS from£375 One ofthe firmest mattresses we _ feverish tester cool all night. 


Comfort for all tried, which is great if you sleep nectarsleep.co.uk 

Sizes: 9; Foam layers: on your back or are a Little heavier 

4; Trial period: 100 nights; but not quite as comfortable if [8] DORMEO OCTASPRING 6500 
Warranty: 10 years you sleep on your side. We really MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 

Four foam layers wrapped in appreciated the airflow top layer from £749 

a removable, washable outer as it kept us cool all night. ES Temperature regulation 
layer provide a cooling, soft yet amazon.co.uk Sizes: 4; Foam layers: 
surprisingly supportive mattress. 4; Trial period: 60 nights; 

As with all boxed mattresses, it’s [5] IGEL CELESTIAL MATTRESS Warranty: 20 years 

simple to unpack and just takes from £969.99 The breathable open construction 
a few hours to fill out. One of our Super-thick comfort memory foam Octasprings, 
testers was concerned that it Sizes: 5; Foam layers: arranged into two layers and 
would be too marshmallow-like Hybrid; Trial period: None; featuring three comfort zones, is 
but had one of the best night's Warranty: 5 years the unique selling point for this 
sleep in recent memory. This hybrid mattress is 34cm mattress — though the technology 
casper.com deep and combines a 5cm layer is reflected in the price tag. 


of |Gelmemory foamwithabase  furniturevillage.co.uk 
[2] EVE THE ORIGINALMATTRESS = of 2,500 pocket springs. One of 


from £349 the things we noticed most was [9] OTTY HYBRID MEMORY FOAM 
Restless sleepers that the ultra-squishy surface AND POCKET SPRING MATTRESS 
Sizes:9; Foamlayers:4; providedasupremely soft,almost from£349.99 
Trial period: 100 nights; bouncy top to the mattress Acomfortable hybrid 
Warranty: 10 years that was also wonderfully Sizes: 9; Foam layers: 
Eve said this mattress doesnt supportive However, it might Hybrid; Trial period: 100 nights; 
need turning or flipping and as prove alittle too enveloping for Warranty: 10 years 
there are no carrying handles heavier sleepers. A hybrid mattress that combines 
this is probably just as well. bensonsforbeds.co.uk layers of gel-infused memory 
Underneath, the comfort Layer, foam, a support foam layer and 
a supportive foam base anda [6] IKEA MORGEDAL MEMORY up to 2,000 pocket springs. The 
non-slip outer all add up to the FOAM MATTRESS from £165 main difference to other hybrids 
snugness you'd expect from ES Those ona budget seems to be the pocket springs, 
memory foam with the support of Sizes:5;Foamlayers:1; = which the makers claim are five 
a traditional sprung bed. Trial period: 90 nights; Warranty: times the height of those offered 
evesleep.co.uk 25 years by competitors, along with the 

At 18cm, this pure foam mattress — gel-infused top layer that helps to 
[3] SIMBA HYBRID MATTRESS isnt as thick as some of the others wick away moisture. 
from £379 and took a little while to fill out. otty.com 
Side sleepers Despite its reduced depth, it’s 
Sizes:12;Foamlayers: | oneof the firmest mattresses [10] SILENT NIGHT 
Hybrid; Trial period: 100 nights; we tested, and, we felt, excellent MEMORY-NOW 3 ZONE MEMORY 
Warranty: 10 years value for money. MATTRESS from £139 
Another bed-in-a-box, this was ikea.com Allergy sufferers 
one of the softer mattresses we Sizes: 7; Foam layers 
tested but still pretty supportive [7] NECTAR MEMORY FOAM 1; Trial period: 60 nights; 
where it needed to be. It’s really MATTRESS from £399 Warranty: 5 years 
the layer of 2,500 micro-springs Its “forever” guarantee = At 18cm, this mattress is not as 
that is the point of difference, as Sizes: 4; Foam layers: deep compared to others we tried, 
they move as you sleep, giving you §; Trial period: 365 nights; and there's just a single layer 
the support you need. Warranty: Forever of foam so it didn't feel quite as ny 
simbasleep.com The makers of its mattress are so robust at the sides. It’s definitely nt SS ; 

confident about the quality they firmer for hips and Lower back, | = Find more 
[4] LEESA MATTRESS from£394 = offer.a365-night trial. With five helping to keep the spine aligned. eh iBuys online at 
Heavier sleepers layers, including a beautifully soft, It’s also treated to reduce ibuys co.uk 
Sizes:9;Foamlayers:3; quilted memory foam cooling moisture and dust-mite allergens. diet 
Trial period: n/a; Warranty:10 years cover, it kept even our rather amazon.co.uk 
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This is grim. 

The consensus 
always looked too 
optimistic, but 
this reading is at 
the bottom end of 
our expectations 


lan Shepherdson 
The Pantheon 
Macroeconomics 
economist on weak US 
manufacturing data 
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Treasury appoints two 





women to Bank’s watchdog 


By Holly Williams 


Two of the UK’s most prominent 
women in banking have been 
appointed to the Bank of England’s 
financial watchdog. 

Former Virgin Money boss Dame 
Jayne-Anne Gadhia has been named 
as an incoming external member 
of the Bank’s Financial Policy 
Committee (FPC), just days after 
being recognised in the Queen’s New 
Year’s Honours list. 

The Treasury also announced 
that Banking Standards Board 
chairwoman Dame Colette Bowe will 
join the FPC as it boosts the ranks of 
senior women on the committee. 

The Bank previously came under 
fire for missing its own targets 
on gender diversity. Last year it 
appointed two men to senior roles, 
including Sir Dave Ramsden on the 


Monetary Policy Committee. The 
Treasury revealed that 20 of the 42 
applicants for the FPC roles were 
women, with five women and three 
men reaching the shortlist stage. 

Chancellor Philip Hammond said: 
“The Financial Policy Committee’s 
importance to the protection and 
resilience of our economy cannot be 
overstated, which is why we have 
some of the finest talent in finance 
on it. 

“The insight and experience that 
both Dame Colette and Dame Jayne- 


There was also a backlash 

to the Bank’s treatment of 
women last year when Deputy 
Governor Ben Broadbent 
described the UK economyas 
“menopausal” in May. 


Anne bring will be valuable assets to 
the committee’s vital work.” 

Bank of England Governor Mark 
Carney added further praise for 
the new FPC hires. He said Dame 
Colette - also a former chairwoman 
of the regulator Ofcom - has “led the 
way in developing and embedding 
better standards of conduct across 
the banking sector”. 

He also welcomed Dame Jayne- 
Anne's “deep and relevant experience 
in retail banking”. 

“In her public policy she has 
championed the transformative 
impact of adopting new technologies 
and of greater diversity within the 
workforce of the financial services 
industry,” he said. 

The duo will replace incumbent 
external FPC members Richard 
Sharp and Martin Taylor, who are 
stepping down at the end of the 





Is this the UK’s most valuable 

bank branch? 

Bank branches are being shut by 
the hundred across the country, but 
at one of London’s most exclusive 
addresses —- One Hyde Park - 
they're still very much in demand. 
It is understood that a European 
investor has bought Abu Dhabi 


Islamic Bank's prestigious branch at 
the £1bn development for £27.5m — 
a£10m rise on when it was last sold 
six years ago. 


How did the deal come about? 

The undisclosed buyer paid the cash 
to a private Turkish vendor for the 
ADIB branch at 100 Knightsbridge, 
next door to Rolex’s store and 
McLaren's supercar showroom. 
The new owner will get nearly 
£900,000 a year in rent from the 
investment and underlines the 
huge demand for commercial 
property in London despite Brexit 
uncertainties. One Hyde Park 
(pictured), created by the tycoon 
Candy brothers, is London’s most 
expensive private development. 


Whatis the bank? 

Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank, the second- 
largest Islamic lender in the United 
Arab Emirates, was founded in 1997. 
It opened its first UK branch in 2012 
to target wealthy Gulf clients in 
Europe. Sheikh Khalid Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, a member of the Abu Dhabi 
royal family, joined Prince Andrew 
in opening the ADIB office. 


How does it differ froma typical high 
street bank? 

The principle behind Islamic finance 
is not to make money from money. 
Therefore, Sharia-compliant banks 
are not allowed to pay or charge 
interest. Instead, they make money 
by focusing on business, rental and 
trade activities to generate profits. 








Dame Jayne-Anne Gadhia joins the 
Bank’s Financial Policy Committee 


first quarter and second quarter 
respectively. Dame Jayne-Anne will 
take up her role in time for the FPC’s 
second quarter round of meetings, 
with Dame Colette taking up her post 
in time for the third quarter round. 

It comes after the ex-Virgin Money 
chief executive received a Damehood 
for her contribution to financial 
services and women in the finance 
industry; she was also appointed a 
CBE in 2014. 





DNO raises 
Faroe stake 
in takeover 
approach 


By Ravender Sembhy 


The Norwegian energy firm DNO 
has warned takeover target Faroe 
Petroleum that it will not give up its 
pursuit ofthe North Sea oil producer. 

DNO, whichis pushing for a £608m 
hostile takeover of Faroe, gained the 
backing of just 13 per cent of investors 
for the deal on Wednesday. But 
yesterday, it triggered a mandatory 
offer by taking its own stake in Faroe 
to the 30 per cent threshold. 

In doing so, chairman Bijan 
Mossavar-Rahmani said: “DNO is 
not going away. Even if DNO’s offer 
lapses or is allowed to lapse, DNO 
is not going away. For too long, 
shareholders have given the Faroe 
board of directors a free pass.” 

Faroe said DNO’s 152p-per- 
share offer was “opportunistic” 
and substantially undervalues the 
company. It described DNO’s attacks 
on Faroe’s exploration record and 
its implied criticism of the technical 
team as “puzzling”. 

Faroe shares rose 4.9 per cent to 
1538p yesterday. 

To succeed in its pursuit, DNO 
requires more than 57.5 per cent of 
investors to back the deal. Given it 
now owns more than 380 per cent of 
Faroe itself, the Norwegian firm has 
overall support from 48.1 per cent of 
the investor base. 

Earlier this week, Faroe hired 
industry experts at Gaffney, Cline 
& Associates to come up with their 
own valuation of the company, which 
concluded that its assets are valued 
in the range of 186p to 225p per share, 
or between $879m (£688m) and 
$1.Jbn. 
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CONSTRUCTION 


Brexit ‘Sheadwind’ plunges 
sector to three-month low 


By Ben Chu 


An “intense headwind” from Brexit 
played a part in plunging the UK’s 
construction activity to a three- 
month lowin December, figures show. 

The Purchasing Managers’ Index 
in December came in at 52.8, down 
from 53.4 in November and the 
weakest since September. 

Subdued demand conditions were 
the main factor behind disappointing 
output growth in December, but 
there were also some reports that 
wet weather had held back work 

“Subdued domestic economic 
conditions and an intense headwind 
from political uncertainty resulted 
in the weakest upturn in commercial 
work for seven months,” said Tim 
Moore of IHS Markit, which compiles 
the PMI survey. 

“With a slight rise in new 
orders and a softening in overall 
activity growth, firms continued 
to be impacted by Brexit-related 
uncertainty and reluctance by 
clients to place orders, especially for 
commercial projects,” added Duncan 
Brock of the Chartered Institute of 
Procurement & Supply, a co-sponsor 
of the survey. 

Construction accounts for about 
6 per cent of UK GDP. 

The most recent official data 
showed that the sector surged by 
2.3 per cent in the third quarter of 






2018, although this was partly catch- 
up growth after heavy snowfall 
earlier in the year hit activity. 

“On past form, the average level 
of the PMI in Q4 is consistent with 
output remaining at Q3’s level,” said 
Samuel Tombs of Pantheon. 

Research from the Construction 
Industry Training Board released 
late last year suggested a third of 
UK construction firms are already 
feeling the effects of Brexit. 

Almost half the employers in the 
sector fear recruitment will become 
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harder over the next two years. It 
comes as data on the manufacturing 
sector this week showed firms are 
stockpiling goods and materials 
ahead of Brexit set for March. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
{ © & Construction has been in 
l turmoil since the Brexit 
vote. Major current projects 
include Crossrail and plans to 
revamp Birmingham city centre. 





EMPLOYMENT 


Firms ‘Should stop criminal record enquiries 


By Alan Jones 


Firms are being urged to stop asking 
for criminal record details on job 
application forms because they give 
employers a “false sense of security”. 

Jobseekers are also put off applying 
for work if they have to declare any 


convictions upfront, according to a 
study for Virgin Trains and Business 
in the Community. 

The study called on companies 
to find more supportive ways to 
discuss potential recruits’ criminal 
backgrounds. Some candidates with 
no criminal record may actually pose 


a greater risk of offending, it was 
claimed. Jessica Rose, of Business 
in the Community, said: “Asking 
everyone who applies for a role about 
criminal convictions at the start 
of the process tells people who are 
trying to move on with their lives that 
they won't be given a fair chance.” 





SERVICES 


Costain’s order 
book hits £4.2bn 
as delays goon 
in Crossrail 


By Holly Williams 


Infrastructure services firm Costain 
notched a record order book for 
2018 as it hailed “another year 
of progress”. 

Shares in the group - one of the 
contractors working on the delayed 
Crossrail project - rose 4.5 per cent 
to 3839p as it said it finished the year 
with an order book at £4.2bn, up from 
£3.9bn at the end of 2017, and remains 
on track to meet full-year forecasts. 

It said this was helped by the 
trend for clients to consolidate 
supply chains to deliver increasingly 
large, multibillion-pound 
investment programmes. 

The group - whose two largest cus- 
tomers are Network 
Rail and Highways 
England - said 
it had made fur- 
ther progress 
on its strategy 
to reposition 
itself to meet 
the “increas- 
ingly complex 
and fast-chang- 
ing nature of its 
clients’ requirements”. 

Costain, which employs 4,000 
people, finished 2018 with preferred 
bidder status on around £600m 
worth of contracts, up from £400m 
a year ago. 

Chief executive Andrew Wyllie 
said: “This has been another year of 
progress for Costain. 

“The benefits of our integrated 
offering, long-term strategic 
relationships with our clients and 
strong balance sheet position us well 
for the future.” 

It was announced last month that 
the Crossrail project could require 
an extra £1.3bn in funding, on top of 
the original £15bn cost, in order to be 
completed. The opening is likely to be 
delayed beyond its planned autumn 
2019 launch. 





Extra funding 
needed to deliver 
Crossrail, ontop 
of the project’s 
original £15bn 
cost 
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The debate is 
heating up on 
carbon permits 


veryone in the markets 
is feeling a little bruised 
after last year’s rout. UK 
investors are on average 12 
per cent poorer, US stocks 
suffered their worst year since the 
crash. No one escaped punishment, 
except for one rather special group 
of investors. Anyone owning a hoard 











of EUAs - that’s EU Allowances, for 
the uninitiated - is sitting on quite 
a windfall. 

These esoteric instruments - 
tradable permits to emit carbon 
dioxide - have soared by 200 per 
cent in a year, a gain that is causing 
hand-wringing, nail-biting and even 
panic in businesses that consume 
a lot of energy. It’s ringing alarm 
bells in governments from London 
to Warsaw and it will cause a huge 
political row in Westminster, if and 
when Britain leaves the EU. 

The EUAs are traded on the ETS, 
Europe’s cap-and-trade carbon 
Emissions Trading System, created 
in 2005 as part of the EU’s effort to 
encourage businesses to reduce their 
CO2 emissions. 

Businesses purchase a set number 
of allowances to emit CO2 every year; 
if they reduce their emissions, they 
can sell the allowances on the ETS. If 
they emit more, they must buy extra 
allowances, thus setting the price 





for a tonne of COg and establishing 
a market cost for carbon reduction. 
It is the biggest such scheme in the 
world but in the early years, indulgent 
governments issued free permits and 
the EVA price fell to €5 per tonne, 
a level which made it profitable 
for power generators to burn coal 
rather than cleaner natural gas or 


(From being a bit ofa 
joke, the Emissions Trading 
System is now working 
well - too well for some 


renewables. After a crackdown on 
allowance issuance, the carbon price 
has soared to almost €25 per ton. 
From being a bit of a joke, the ETS 
is now working well - too well for big 
electricity consumers, such as steel 
and chemical manufacturers who 
fret that power prices are soaring 
and allowances are expensive. 
British steel-makers are up in 
arms; industry lobbyist UK Steel 





reckons its members pay power 
prices up to double those paid by 
French and German competitors. 
Last month, UK Steel published 
a series of demands, asking the 
Government to increase exemptions 
from the Renewable Levy, a subsidy 
to pay for greener energy. 

At the end of March, Britain is set 
to leave the EU. In the absence of a 
deal, we will fall out of the EU’s cap 
and trade carbon trading system. 
Hurrah, say libertarians, we can 
get rid of all these green taxes - 
electricity prices will plummet and 
UK steel will undercut France. 

But wait a minute. The 
Government says if that happens it 
will introduce a UK cap-and-trade 
system or a new carbon tax to make 
up the difference. No one wants 
to be seen to trash the planet. But 
when push comes to shove, which 
vote-grabbing measure would you 
prefer - a greener Britain or cheap 
electricity? EVENING STANDARD 
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Big plans for new 
high-speed railway 


China Daily 


China plans to build 3,200km of 
new high-speed railways in 2019, 
with the total length expected to 
exceed 30,000km, the country’s 
top railway operator has said. 
China’s railways are expected 

to transport 3.54 billion 
passengers and 3.37 billion tons 
of goods this year, said China 
Railway. The country is also 
taking steps to introduce more 
digital tickets and flexible prices 
for the high speed trains. 





Manhattan home 
prices below $1m 


The typical Manhattan 
apartment has fallen below $1m 
(£791,200) for the first time in 
three years. The median price 
of units sold in the borough 
from October to December 

fell nearly 6 per cent from last 
year to $999,000, said property 
broker Douglas Elliman Real 
Estate. The fall is partly due 

to tax changes and prices are 
expected to remain weak. 





New tax for fizzy 
drinks and tobacco 


The prices of tobacco products 
and sugary drinks in Qatar have 
gone up considerably after new 
taxes came in at the start of the 
year. A 50 per cent tax has been 
imposed on fizzy drinks and 
100 per cent rate on tobacco 
products. A pack of Marlboro 
cigarettes that used to sell for 
QRII (£2.41) now costs QR22. A 
500ml bottle of Coca Cola has 
gone up from QR2 to QR3. 





Western Canada oil 
prices still strong 


The Calgary Herald 


Western Canada oil prices 
remain strong as Alberta 
production cutbacks kick 

in. The Alberta province 
announced last month that it 
would impose curtailments of 
325,000 barrels per day as of 1 
January to relieve a glut of oil 
in Western Canada and free 
up export pipeline space. The 
program, designed to remove 
about 8.7 per cent of Alberta 
production from the market, 
will be in place for three months. 
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FTSE100 down 41.57 at 6,692.66 



























































Company | Price | Chg | High | Low Company | Price | Chg | High | Low Company | Price | Chg | High Low 
3iGroup 774.0 -9.6 1038.0 754.6 Halma 1313.0 -40.0 1508.0 1136.0 Shell A 2341.5 +1.0 2755.0 2168.5 
Admiral 2006.0 -21.0 2138.0 1794.5 Haregrve Lans 1816.5 -40.5 2280.0 1594.0 Shell B 2365.0 +15 2845.5 2194.0 
Anglo Amer 674.6 35.8 1948.0 1433.6 Hikma Pharms 1679.5 =25,5 2089.0 814.2 RSA Insur 507.8 -1.0 683.4 490.4 
Antofagasta 738.0 32.4 1171.5 713.2 Hiscox 1541.0 71.0 1727.0 1283.0 Sage 572.2 -27.2 825.2 491.3 
AB Foods 2102.0 +30.0 2905.0 2011.0 HSBC Hidgs 641.4 -5.2 798.6 596.4 Sainsbury(J) 263.0 +15 341.8 224.7 
Ashtead Group 615.5 42.5 2461.0 1572.5 IAG 581.6 -23.8 727.0 547.0 Schroders 2439.0 -34.0 3784.0 2289.0 
AstraZeneca 6010.0 +107.0 6432.5 45445 ImperialBrands 2413.5 #31,5 319315. 2239.5 ScotMortinvTst 441.4 le) 569.3 414.2 
Auto TraderGroup 440.5 -0.9 471.4 328.9 Informa 605.8 -8.4 869.6 602.8 Segro 599.0 +1.4 682.4 546.2 
Aviva 367.7 -4.4 554.6 361.8 IntCont Htls 4092.0 -48.0 5050.0 3850.0 Severn Trent 1863.5 +14.5 2169.0 1664.0 
BAE Systems 465.0 +0.1 680.6 441.5 Intertek 4608.0 -209.0 6084.0 4323.0 Smith&Neph 1396.0 -33.0 548.5 1173.0 
Barclays 50.3 -0.4 220.2 145.0 ITV 125.4 +0.5 183.1 121.5 Smith (DS) 292.9 “19 542.5 285.8 
Barratt Dev 464.3 +2.1 661.7 430.0 Johnson Matth 2665.0 -58.0 3873.0 2574.0 Smiths Gp 1342.0 -40.5 810.2 1256.7 
BAT 2485.0 +6.0 5108.0 2438.5 Kingfisher 212.1 +2.9 366.0 202.7 Smurfit KappaGrp 2088.0 -30.0 3308.0 1915.0 
Berkeley Grp Hidgs 3477.0 +140 4338.0 3170.0 Land Secs 801.4 +2.4 1017.3 784.1 Spirax-SarcoEng 5950.0 210.00 8410.0 5370.0 
BHP Group 1594.4 -37.2 1673.4 1486.6 Legal & Gen 227.7 -2.6 289.4 221.8 SSE 1064.0 -5.0 449.5 1026.5 
BP 508.7 +14 603.6 452.5 Lloyds Bk Gp 51.2 +0.2 72.8 49.5 Stan Chart 586.7 -19.7 864.2 514.2 
British Land 523.0 -6.8 703.0 520.0 Lon Stock Ex 4068.0 -56.0 4814.0 3612.0 Standard Life Aber 252.0 -7.1 508.7 219.1 
BT 240.1 +0.1 278.1 201.2 Marks&Spen 251.2 +3.2 328.8 240.0 St James Place 940.0 -15.0 279.5 905.6 
Bunzl 2315.0 -43.0 25440 1918.5 Melrose Ind 155.7 =5:5 248.8 145.9 Taylor Wimpey 137.7 +0.8 211.9 27.8 
Burberry 1623.5 102.0 2338.0 1481.5 Micro Focus Intl 1351.5 -27.5 2970.5 782.2 Tesco 199.3 +78 266.8 87.1 
Carnival 3731.0 -110.0 5090.0 3611.0 Mondi 1604.5 -30.5 2250.0 1557.5 TUI AG 1124.0 “27.5 816.0 1075.0 
Centrica 137.3 +13 164.5 123.1 Morrison (Wm) 216.6 +48 270.5 203.3 Unilever 4121.5 -21.5 4503.7 3678.5 
Coca-Cola HBC 2426.0 -40.0 2817.0 2176.0 National Grid 774.2 +0.6 930.1 733.0 United Utilities 750.4 +3.4 826.0 648.6 
Compass 1629.0 6.0 1722.0 1396.5 Next 4350.0 +173.0 62240 3970.0 Vodafone 156.1 +11 239.7 42.6 
CRH 2072.0 12.0 2891.0 1957.5 NMC Health 2604.0 100.0 4376.0 2596.0 Whitbread 4585.0 -16.0 4800.0 3606.0 
Croda Intl 4610.0 53.0 5330.0 4217.0 Ocado Group 791.0 -19.6 1163.0 392.9 Wood Group (John) 515.2 -4.4 801.2 481.0 
DCC 5890.0 130.0 7808.1 5555.0 PaddyPwrBetfair 6435.0 -145.0 9184.9 6000.0 WPP 842.2 -7.8 1474.2 802.6 
Diageo 2740.0 -21.0 2885.0 2345.5 Pearson 946.6 +40 981.3 651.0 
Direct Line Ins 319.2 +0.3 397.0 300.7 Persimmon 1947.0 +6.5 2913.0 1824.7 
Easyjet 1086.0 -16.0 808.5 1030.0 Prudential 1340.0 -33.0 1992.5 1325.0 
Evraz 442.1 37.1 589.6 330.5 Reckitt Ben 5965.0 -58.0 7174.0 4973.4 
Experian 1850.5 -33.0 9940 14945 RELX 1603.0 -14.0 1750.6 1399.0 
Ferguson 4873.0 -121.5 6601.0 4688.5 Rentokil Initial 324.1 -7.2 356.4 257.4 
Fresnillo 888.4 +0.4 461.0 737.6 Rightmove 438.6 -0.5 504.7 415.2 ice DATA SERVICES 
Glencore 269.1 -13.4 416.9 3.4 Rio Tinto 3643.0 -47.5 4541.0 3460.0 P 
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TRANSPORT 


UK staff guarantee 
sought for ferries 


The Government is being 
pressed to guarantee that new 
ferry services aimed at easing 
pressure on Dover after Brexit 
will be crewed by UK workers. 
Contracts worth over £100m 
have been awarded to three 
firms to lay on more crossings, 
including Seaborne Freight, 
even though the company has 
never run a Channel service. 


HOSPITALITY _ 


Whitbread tees up 
hotels expansion 





Whitbread will start a share 
buyback programme on 

17 January following the 
completion of the £3.9bn 

sale of Costa to Coca-Cola. 
The disposal of Costa was 
announced in August and is 
expected to reduce Whitbread’s 
debt and allow for further 
expansion of its Premier Inn 
chain in the UK and Germany. 


AVIATION 


Ryanair given nod 
for non-EU routes 





Ryanair has received a licence 
from the British aviation 
regulator that will allow it to 
operate within the UK and to 
non-European Union routes 
even if the country leaves the 
bloc without a deal. The carrier 
said in November that demand 
for its flights had not been 
affected by Brexit. 


STOCKBROKERS 


Finncap enjoys 
record revenues 


City broker Finncap said a 
“strong performance” in the 
first half teed it up for success 
following a merger with 
takeover adviser Cavendish. 
The group, which agreed to 
come together with M&A 
specialist Cavendish last month, 
recorded revenues of £11.7m. 





Halfords stocks 
‘first smart bike 


Halfords is to sell the “world’s 
first” connected smart bike, 
which it is launching in 
conjunction with Amazon’s 
Alexa digital assistant. The 
Cybic Legend will allow riders 
to ask Alexa anything as they 
cycle, from traffic updates to 
directions. Halfords will be first 
to stock the range in the UK and 
Ireland from the summer. 


Petrol prices ‘need 
to be monitored’ 


A group of MPs has called for 
an independent body to monitor 
the cost of petrol and diesel. 
The Parliamentary Group 

for Fair Fuel wants a body to 
oversee fuel prices similar to 
the scrutiny on utility providers. 
Between 3 October and 

21 December, wholesale petrol 
prices fell 14 per cent, but pump 
prices dropped just 7 per cent. 


E-COMMERCE 


Spain to feel pain 
of Amazon strike 


Workers at Amazon’s biggest 
warehouse in Spain began a 
two-day strike over pay ahead 
of a gift-giving feast day. The 
strike may affect deliveries this 
Sunday for Epiphany, when 
three kings brought gifts to 
Jesus in Christian tradition, 
which many Spaniards mark by 
exchanging presents. 


BREXIT 


Ireland ‘picks up 
4,500 bank jobs’ 


Ireland last year gained more 
than 4,500 jobs stemming from 
Britain’s decision to leave the 
EU, the Irish foreign investment 
agency said. More than 55 firms, 
including Bank of America and 
Morgan Stanley, confirmed 

new or expanded operations in 
Ireland in 2018, said the IDA. 








Retailers rose to the top of the 
FTSE 100 following decent 
Christmas results from Next, but it 
wasnt enough to lift London's top 
flight out of the red. The blue-chip 





index closed the day down 41.57 
points, at 6,692.66, following US 
markets lower as investors rushed 
to sell off Apple after a weak sales 
forecast from the iPhone maker. 


oh oR 


The biggest risers on the FTSE 
100 were Next, up 173p at 4,350p, 
Tesco, up 7.8p at 19.35p, and 
Morrisons, up 4.75p at 216.55p. 
The biggest fallers were Evraz, 
down 37.1p at 442.1p, and 
Burberry, down 102p at 1,623.5p. 
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Hipgnosis Songs, a new fund set up 
to buy music rights, has snapped up 
its sixth back catalogue after striking 
a deal for tunes penned by DJ David 


Guetta collaborator Giorgio Tuinfort. 


No price was given for the 





money 


Around 5.5 million taxpayers have 
less than a month Left to get their 
self-assessment returns in by the 
31 January deadline. 

HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) said almost half of Britons 
who need to file returns have not 
yet done so. Intotal, more than 
11.5 million 2017-18 tax returns 
are due. 
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collection, which includes 23 UK 


No1singles. Tuinfort has written 


nearly 40 songs with Guetta 


(pictured) and the fund also has the 
rights to songs by artists suchas 
Justin Bieber, Little Mix and Beyoncé. 


Penalties for late tax returns 
include an initial £100 fixed 
penalty, which applies even if 
there is no tax to pay, plus other 
charges potentially. 

People who may need to 
complete a tax return include 
self-employed sole traders and 
people earning more than £2,500 
from renting out property. 
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Prices in shops rose at their highest 
rate since 2013 in December, 
despite retailers rolling out hefty 
discounts over Christmas. 

Figures from the BRC-Nielsen 
Shop Price Index show that 
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By Caitlin Morrison 


The City breathed a huge sigh of 
relief and piled into Next’s shares 
yesterday after the retailer dodged 
a Christmas sales disaster. 

The update from the first of the 
listed “big beasts” pushed 
Next’s shares up 4 per cent, 
or 1738p, to 4,350p on the 
FTSE 100, and trig- 
gered gains for other 
retail stocks. 

Online brand Asos 
gained 5.7 per cent, 
while Next’s high 
street rivals Marks& % 
Spencer and Primark 
owner ABF both rose 1.3 per 
cent and 1.5 per cent. 

Next’s rise clawed back some of 
the ground lost before Christmas 


1 & in aturbulent period for the shares. 


Peel Hunt analyst Jonathan 
Pritchard said: “December was 
decidedly positive after a stinker 
of a November, but more sales 
were online at the expense of in 
stores. We expect that this will be 
a trend that we see elsewhere in 
the sector.” Next saw a 1.5 per cent 
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Next’s Christimas sales lift 
triggers sector-wide gains 


rise in full-price sales between 
28 October and 29 December. It 
said strong sales in the three weeks 
before Christmas and a “good half- 
term week” in October made up for 
disappointing sales in November. 
There were some concerns, 
though. Sales at Next’s 
high street stores 
dropped by 9.2 per 
cent over the festive 
mame Season, and fell by 
g wees; 7 per cent in the year 
say to 29 December. 
However, online 
’ purchases were up 
yY by 15.2 per cent over 


© Christmas and by 14.9 


: per cent for the year, which 
helped offset some of the high 
street losses. 

Looking ahead, the company 
said it expects sales growth of 
1.7 per cent for the year, but warned 
that “any sales forecast made in 
January comes with a high degree 
of uncertainty”. 

Next added: “We have not fac- 
tored into our sales estimates 
the potential benefits of a smooth 
transition or the downsides of a 


disorderly Brexit.” The fashion 
firm has struggled to cope with the 
costs associated with online shop- 
ping, and sales from its stores have 
been in decline for some time. 

But analysts said the group’s 
latest update showed it was rising 
to the challenge faced by the UK 
high street. 

Freddy Khalastchi, of Menzies 
LLP, said: “The news from Next is 
slightly better than analysts had 
expected. This may be partly due to 
the company’s marketing strategy, 
which avoids heavy discounting in 
the run-up to Christmas. 

“For retailers with a compara- 
tively weaker online presence, the 
continuing decline in in-store sales 
is likely to be more damaging.” 

THE INDEPENDENT 


& Next has about 530 
stores across the UK and 
Ireland. The company says its 
online store has around five 
million active customers. Next 
also has 200 stores abroad, 
which are run as franchises. 








overall inflation grew to 0.3 per 
cent last month compared witha 
year ago, and up from 0.1 per cent 
in November. 

This is the fourth successive 
month of inflation and the highest 
rate since April 2013. 

The increase was driven by 
slowing deflation in general 
merchandise and the rising cost of 
cupboard staples including pasta 
and cereals, which went up by 
2.3 per cent in December, up from 
2.1 per cent in November. 

The BRC said the rising prices 
are down to the fallin the pound 
anda change in the promotional 
strategies deployed by retailers. 


Fl 


#ONENORTH 


THE GREAT 
NORTHERN 
CONFERENCE 








Save 60% of the cost 
of a funeral today with 
Pure Cremation 





A Pure Cremation is the simple, low-cost 
alternative to a traditional funeral. We 
look after the cremation, leaving you free 
to say goodbye your way. 


e Arrange a funeral now 
e Plan a funeral for the future 
To find out more about our affordable 


pre-payment options or to arrange a Pure 
Cremation funeral now, visit: 


Calls to this number are free and may be recorded for 
monitoring and training purposes. 


BAIR GON Cremation 
UTnORITY 


“Sun Life Cost of Dying Report 2018 
For full terms and conditions please visit our website 


2019 


BUILDING FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE 


Be part of the debate... 


Bringing together key politicians, 
business leaders, media and 
thought provoking influencers, 

The Great Northern Conference & Dinner, 
will be a must attend event for those 
that want to be part of the discussion 
and influence the direction that the 
region takes in years to come. 


For more information or to book your place, 
visit greatnorthernpowerhouse.co.uk 


Tuesday 
26th February 2019 
New Dock Hall, 
Leeds 





daily recipe 





Pork loin and apple bake 
with jacket potatoes 


SERVES 4 


1x 480g pack pork loin steaks 








140g apple sauce 





onion 





2 dessert apples 





30ml soy sauce 





achicken stock cubel 
20omLboiling water 





itsp Dijon mustard 





30mlLlemon juice 





itsp dried sage 





Alittle sunflower oil 





4 baking potatoes 





Sea salt and black pepper 





Preheat the oven to 200°C/4,00°F/gas 6. 

Prick the potatoes with a fork, ruba 
little oil over them and season with some 
sea Salt —- put in the oven on a baking tray. 

Brown the pork loin steaks ina frying 
pan witha little oil. 

Transfer to an oval baking dish. 

Peel and chop the onion finely, brown 
in the frying pan, sprinkle over the pork. 

Dissolve the stock cube in the boiling 
water, add the apple sauce, sage, lemon 
juice, mustard and soy sauce, season 
with some black pepper and alittle salt, 
then mix well and pour over the pork. 

Core the apples and slice thickly, put in 
around the pork. 

Cover and cook for 60 minutes. 


Recipe from aldi.co.uk 


On Monday 
Nut & linseed roast 
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Kakuro 


How to play Fill the white squares so that the total in each 
across or down run of cells matches the total at the start 
of that run. You must use the numbers from 1-9 only and 
cannot repeat a number inarun. Solution: minurlLco.uk/i 











Jigsawdoku 


Howto play Place the numbers 1-9 once in each row, column 
and bold-lined jigsaw region. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 





: 
Games&Puzziles 


Zygolex® Inievery day 


Find the missing words by following the RHYME, LETTERS and MEANING Links 
- eg,a word that rhymes with ‘cheek’, has one letter different from ‘pear’ and 

has the same meaning as mountain, would be ‘peak’. Full rules at zygolex.com. 
Solution, page 56 


eooo ORD ky 
RHYME LETTERS MEANING 









a 


Vy 
REMOVE 


(IMMERSE) = e LNOSTRIL 


THOSE 
PNalelceyoR a tlarel (3 









4. Available on the 
é pAVe) obs) o) c=) 








Killer Sudoku No1487 


How to play Each row, column and 3 by 3 box must contain 
each number (1 to 9) only once. The sum of all numbers 
contained in a dotted area must match the number printed 
in its top-left corner. No number can appear more than 
once ina dotted area. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 





Futoshiki 


Howto play 
Place the numbers 
from 1-5 exactly 
once in each row 
and column. The 
greater than and 
less than signs 

(> and ‘<’) indicate 
where one cell is 
greater/less than 
the adjacent 

cell indicated. 
Solution: 
minurl.co.uk/i 


1o<ood 
oq O-O Oo 
Oo oo 
kOoog 
ko OOo 








Minesweeper 


How to play Find all the mines in the grid. Numbers in certain squares indicate how 
many mines there are in the neighbouring squares, including diagonally touching 
squares. Mines cannot be placed in squares with numbers. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 
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Maths Puzzle Codeword No2209 Word idoku Exclusive toi 
Ladder 
















































































How to play Fill the empty squares with Howto play The numbers in the grid correspond to the letters of the alphabet. How to play Each numeral from 1 to 9 must 
numbers that will make the across and Solve the puzzle and fill in the letters in the key as you discover them. How to play appear (once only) in the squares forming the 
down calculations produce the results Three letters are provided to give youa start. The solution will be printed in Convert the word red letter i. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 
shown in the grey squares. Each numeral tomorrow's paper, the solution to yesterday's codeword is on page 56. at the top of the 
from 1 to 9 must only appear once. The 1 5 20 124 |2 2 1 6 4 2 118 124 ladder into the 
calculations should be performed from word at the bottom 
left to right and top to bottom, rather than of it, using only 
é ; 18 
in strict mathematical order. the four rungs 
. 7 in between. On 
Easier each rung, you 
must put a valid 
21 four-letter word 
that is identical 
8 to the word above 
it, apart froma 
1 one-letter change. 
There may be more 
than one way of 
achieving this. 
24 
26 15 
18 
12 24 
25 
16 
1 
14 
se eT eee 























Monday: Easier 








Need alittle help getting started? Then call for up to four extra clue letters on 
0901 292 5204. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge 
(if you are having trouble with the phone service, call the helpline: 0333 202 3390). 


Or text THEI CLUE to 85100 to receive your clues. Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge (if you are having trouble with the text service, call the 
helpline: 0333 335 3351). Clues change each day at midnight. 


ABC Logic 


How to play Place the letters 

» A,B and C only once in each row and 

; column. Each row and column has two 
Clarity Media | blank cells. The letters at the edge of a row! 











Concise Crossword No2531 





ACROSS - DOWN 1 2 3 4 S SE | column indicate which of the Letters is the 
1 Prohibition (3) 1 Wash (5) Riel inesaee 4 first/Last to appear in that row/column. 
3 Genetic copy (5) 2 Wandering (7) eerie aie Solution: minurlL.co.ukli 
core ie tent. 
8 Stew (6) 4 Keyboard ABC Logic, Killer 
9 Obscene (4) instrument (5) Sudoku, Futoshiki, B A 
10 Eastern (8) 5 Attempt to equal (7) cme d 
eG Nou ht (4) ice Ww ukoO an 

11 Cohere (5,8) | g Wijuko created by A Cc 
15 Loss of courage 12 Pig's foot (7) Clarity Media. 

(Informal) (4,4) 13 Locks of hair (7) Dato C 

puzzles, 

18 Quarry (4) 14 Source of betting seeclarity-media: 
20 Moral values (6) advice (7) cou 
21 Fugitive (6) 16 Condescend (5) Cc 
22 Mysterious 17 Implement (4) 

symbols (5) 19 Precise (5) Terms & A A B 


Conditions 
By using i's text 


15 16 17 78 19 ccrecingtoreccive | Word Wheel 
€-} Stuck on the concise crossword? occasional SMS 


23 Rodent (3) 





eae cat ce 789 3590. , messages from How to play This is an open-ended puzzle. 
ae ere Bs ae es ee ar iad JPI Media. You will How many words of three or more letters, 
tanec ilar cee not be charged for each including the letter at the centre 
on 0333 202 3390. face esaeee naa of the wheel, can you make from this 
y : % . . 
D T | -_ -_ opt out at any time diagram? We've found 26, including one 


by texting STOP nine-Lletter word. Can you do better? 
to the originating 


The Book of Number Puzzles 
With 100 brand new number puzzles, 


number. SMS 
services on this page 
are provided by BBA 
including Calcudoku, Kakuro, oe Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword Digital Ltd, KT18 
Wijuko, Hexagon, Maths and itl = ACROSS 1 Mull, 3 Tipple (Multiple), 9 Succeed, 10 Lorry, 11 Rites, 12 Lookout, 13 Shanks’s SAD, helpline: 0333 
S)isanlole)isKo mV scllbloy e i" pony, 17 Carnage, 19 Slate, 21 Dross, 22 Crevice, 23 Runner, 24 Felt. 335 3351. Phone 
| \ DOWN 1 Misery, 2 Licit, 4 Igloo, 5 Purloin, 6 Egypt, 7 Lessen, 8 Adolescence, 14 Harpoon, services on = ‘i [ 
Available on Amazon for £4 49, | | 15 Pastel, 16 Behest, 17 Cedar, 18 Aisle, 20 Agile. Bennie AiG S 
See inews.co.uk/numbers | Soe Q9NA, helpline: 0333 
ANS 202 3390, and by 
For the full range of 2 0 \7 ea Advanced Telecom 
puzzle books So Today’s other puzzles Cryptic Crossword, page 24; Services, EC1M 
see inews.co.uk/puzzles Five-Clue Cryptic, page 1l; One-Minute Wijuko, page 23 4.BH. Helpline: 0330 
Puzzle solutions See page 56 and minurl.co.uk/i 333 6946. 
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POOR LOFT INSULATION? MISSING ROOF TILES, LEAKS? 
Dchails AWARM soho staneieades doce IN TIME FOR ih 


if fy 3 

I eA Y, eg) %) 
- at vs , Ae 
4 af tea 

4 ae” yhe Fae \ 

rar Ly “7 
vx Ye 7 : 
‘ o77. 


43 ‘ Riles 2 


« y * REDUCE 
7 HEATLOSS 
by up to 





ACT NOW! SAVE ENERGY, SAVE MONEY & PROTECT YOUR ROOF FOR LIFE 


FREE FREE 


LOFT LA 
OF aie WAVEALREADY CHOSENROOFSURE: =e FLOORING. £7 00 












The UKs ne.1 foam ‘Jevantee. 10-year WORTH £750; 
Insure O rE insurance-backed guarantee TOENJOYYOUR— : WORTH OF 


ecccce Any unique spray- on foam BP SORRIIOCIIOIC OI OOO II aia CLEAN DRY SPACE M&S VOUCHERS 
insulates, waterproofs, bonds We have the Government's 
Trust Mark for“Good trading 









and lines your roof 
a Se aka ee practices, good customer NO OBLIGATION 
Will reduce heat loss by service and technical S U RVEY 
up to 58% - save money! competence” 








The whole process takes just 

1-2 days - quick, easy, clean CLASS 1 OVER 60? 

rad \ YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR FINANCIAL 
CLOSED CELL ASSISTANCE OR A SUBSIDY PAYMENT 


FIRE RETARDANT ) 


For 30 years a family 
run business 


We never use 
sub- contractors, only our 
expertly trained staff 










VY Nomoreloose tiles 
sure WY Nomore draughts 
Y Nomore leaks 


Vj Qu - 
isit us online at: N \ \h SU R E 


ete a Limited 


ZT FREEPHONE: ‘0800 122 3030 Winx 


FREE roof survey applies to homeowners only and is part of your roofsure treatment. 2A4HRS 7 DAYS 
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To ad ay’s We ath er Today’s high Today’s low Moon Phase Sunrise Sunset 
Freezing fog for parts of Scotland, the Midlands and central southern L? CO) Q CO) B SR i 
England. Dry but cold with sunny spells elsewhere with gentle winds. IND tid 
— ae a 
Around Britain Sih Five-day 
Temperature Sea state Shetland outlook 
City Temp Rain Sun 
(Midday yesterday) (mm) (hrs) (17) °C mums ~=Calm 
Aberdeen oO S 0.0 4.8 
Aberporth 2 F 0.0 0.1 mated Slight 
Aviemore 2 Cc 0.0 0.0 
Belfast 6 C 0.0 0.0 15 ) mph B44 Rough 
Birmingham 3 F 0.0 3.3 
Bournemouth 5 F 0.0 0.2 
Bridlington 3 F 2.0 4.2 
Bristol b F 0.0 35 e 
Cardiff 3 F 0.0 O1 
Cromer 5 C 0.6 11 
Durham 2 F 0.0 4.0 
Eastbourne 5 F 0.0 Ta SATURDAY Another fairly 
Edinburgh 4  C 00 00 ie ae a 
Eskdalemuir O C 0.0 0.0 Atlantic However, cloud will 
Glasgow 2 C 0.0 0.0 increase Later, with evening 
Holyhead 6 Cc 0.0 0.0 rain in the north-west. 
Hove 5 F 0.0 4a 
Hull 2 C 0.0 0.0 ewcastle 
Huntingdon 4 C 0.0 1.6 ar’ 
Ipswich 4 Cc 0.3 3.3 ; 
Isle of Man 8 C 0.1 0.0 (6) 
isleof Wight. 5 Coo 19 ) cM G6) 
Kinlochewe 6 F 0.0 27 a ‘ 
Kirkwall 5 C 0.0 14 Z 
Leeds 3 F 0.0 4.0 
Lerwick 6 Cc 0.2 0.0 
Leuchars 2 C 0.0 0.0 Liverpoo 
Lincoln 3 Cc 0.0 0.0 C 
Liverpool 4 F 0.0 4.6 SUNDAY It will be rather 
London 5 Cc 00 00 cloudy for many, with 
Manch C spells of light rain in 
enEMEStGE 3 ao che places. However, sunny 
Margate 5 C 0.0 19 spells will develop as 
Milford Haven 4 F 0.0 3.9 & cloud clears southwards. 
Morecambe 3 Cc 0.0 0.0 . 
Newcastle 3 F 0.0 43 ’ 
Norwich 5 Cc 0.1 11 (4) 
Nottingham 3 30 0.0 0.0 Celtic ndor 
Okehampton 2 F 0.0 0.6 Sea 
Oxford 3 Cc 0.0 0.0 ' - 
Plymouth 5 C 0.0 12 Channel Islands 
Portland 5 C 0.0 18 re : righton 
Portsmouth 5 F 0.0 33 en ian << ortsmouth 
Prestwick 5 Cc 0.0 0.0 Guernsey 
ra a 
Rhyl 4 S 0.0 52 5) co 
Sheffield 4 F 0.0 4.0 : English Channel 
Shrewsbury . a? 0.0 0.0 2 Laude hited cies 
ogey start for many. Then 
Shae Meee s O° ae 5 | cloud will increase, 
Southend 5. OF ies 3.6 introducing rain in to 
Stoke 3 S 0.0 49 western parts. Freshening 
Stornoway 8 C 0.0 00 GENERAL SITUATION High will be some slow clear mist and N Ireland, Republic of Ireland, spots of rain are possible. winds. Feeling milder. 
Swansed 7 F — 45 pressure will remain in place over fog too. However, it should be a loM, NW Eng: It is going to be However, some hazy sunshine 
: : : the UK today, keeping weather bright day for the majority, with another fairly chilly day, but with may develop at times too. Gentle 
Tiree 8 Cc 08 0.0 conditions fairly stagnant and sunny spells for all by the rather a lot of cloud around at winds, breezier further north. Max 
similar to previous days. There afternoon. A fine and dry evening. times. Cloud amounts will vary temp: 9C. Tonight, dry. Rather 
Global will be some mist and fog in places Light, variable winds. Maxtemp:6C. = though, and some brighter spells cloudy. Min temp: oC. 
to start, and where skies are Tonight, clear spells. Min temp: -4C. of sunshine will develop at times, SE Scotland, NE Scotland, NE Eng: 
City A Cond | City ie Cond | clearest, over parts of England SW England, Channel Is, S Wales, albeit rather hazy. Slightly milder It is expected to bea fine and 
aah sisi and Wales, there could be a hard N Wales: It Looks set to be another in southern-most parts of lreland largely dry day, with most places 
Abu Dhabi = 28 S_ | Miami 26 frost. It will be fairly cloudy at fine, dry and chilly day, with where there is more cloud. Gentle seeing spells of sunshine 
Abuja 31 S| Milan 5 Ss times in the north-west, keeping plenty of sunshine and blue skies winds. Max temp: 9C. Tonight, throughout, albeit rather hazy at 
Alicante 4s F | Moscow > SN temperatures up slightly, but for the majority. However, slightly mostly fine and dry. Min temp: oC. times. Some thicker cloud and 
elsewhere it will be cold with more cloud will cling to coastal SW Scotland, NW Scotland, N mist may linger at higher 
Amsterdam = 5 © _| Mumbai 29 5 sunny spells developing formany. — regionsandovertheChannellsles, _ Isles, WIsles: There will be rather elevation though, such as the 
Athens 9 R= | Munich 1 =F CenS England, SE Eng, London, keeping temperatures up slightly. slow clearing mist and fog for Grampians and Southern Uplands. 
Bangkok 26 C_ | New York 3 F East Anglia, E Eng, Midlands: The A fine and dry evening with some many this morning, especially Adry and fine evening. A 
Haieelena 9 5 Te io 8 day is expected start very cold, with local mist or fog. Light winds. Max over the West Highlands. Skies moderate north-westerly breeze. TUESDAY It will 
= ahard frost in places, particularly temp:9C. Tonight, clear spells.Min will stay fairly cloudy, keeping it Max temp: 8C. Tonight, clear an eal 7 ofak 
Beijing 1_C | Palma 2S across central England. Here there temp: -3C. feeling milder, and one or two spells. Min temp: -1C. windy and unsettle 
Bein 1. SN | Paris 6 Cc across ae UK ee spells of 
Brussels 4 C_ Prague 2 SN ee | SYNOPTIC PRESSURE High M will continue to remain oa ee rae ae 
Budapest 1 S| Reykjavik 9 R ee, » HIGH 10924 | centred over the UK but it will start to decline over the next develop later though. 
Ghicies 5 EN | Rio S | 10167 | few days. Low T will continue to move north over Greenland 
z a . and will fill. Low V will remain over the north Atlantic, i 
Delhi 17 S_ | Rome 8 S . \ ~ prevented from moving east by the persistent high pressure 
Dubai 26 S_ | Stockholm 3 «¢S \ PLOW ~ over west Europe, and will gradually fill . 
Dublin 7 Strasbourg oC ‘cores : toe 
Frankfurt 2 SL | Sydney 25 =F A > au | HIGHS & LOWS HOURS OF DARKNESS 
Geneva 3 S |Tenerife 20 F ~P—~___ LOW | (Yesterday, up to 2pm) Aberdeen —S=15,40-08.47_ 
Helsinki -10 S | Tokyo to S : — | warmest:Harris Quidnish, | Birmingham 16.07-08.17 
HongKong 13 F_ | Toronto -6 C Western Isles, 8C Bristol _ 16.15-08.14 
Istanbul 7 C | Vancouver 5 R Coldest: Balmoral, Cardiff 16.17-08.17 
Johannesburg 20 C | Vienna o SN | se —_ naeoW eee 
: ettest: Bridlington, Eas u 54-08. 
Lisbon 7 OF Warsaw -1 F Vorkshire, 20mm eee eames ; 15 3-08.58 
LosAngeles 15 S | Washington 8 Sunniest: Bude, Cornwall, Liverpool 16.06-08.26 
Madrid 6 S | Wellington 24 S 3.ghrs London ~ 16.05-08.05 WEDNESDAY A cold day in 
Manchester 16.03-08.23 the east with a Lot of cloud 
Key: C=Cloudy, DR=Drizzle, Stornoway 15,49-09.11 and the chance of wintry 
F=Fair, FG=Fog, H=Hail, M=Mist, R=Rain, ; arieniny tn OAS. showers. Milder with 
S=Sunny, SH=Showers, SL=Sleet, SN=Snow, | Key: 1024 __Isobars: air pressure a 4 oa wallsed _ 1620-0821 | cunshine further south 
SS=Sandstorm, TH=Thunderstorm in millibars Warm front Cold front | Occluded front York 15.56-08.21 and west. Breezy. 
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RACING 


Rooneys add to 
questions over 
Cheltenham 


By Jon Freeman 
RACING EDITOR 


Cheltenham’s New Year’s Day meet- 
ing last Tuesday was an unqualified 
success with Festival clues aplenty 
and not one faller on the seven-race 
card. But the home of National Hunt 
racing hit the headlines for all the 
wrong reasons last month when seri- 
ous equine safety issues were raised 
in a BHA report into the 2018 Fes- 
tival last March when seven horses 
lost their lives. 

And it is back under a negative 
spotlight again this week following 
revelations that leading owners Paul 
and Clare Rooney have instructed 
their 20 British trainers not to enter 
their horses at Cheltenham until fur- 
ther notice. 

The Rooneys have so far refused 
to explain their boycott publicly, 
but speculation that it is related to 
equine safety is unlikely to be wide of 
the mark. 

Their hurdler Melrose Boy died as 
a result of an injury sustained at the 
last Festival when the Rooneys were 
still recovering from the upset of 
seeing Starchitect stumble between 
fences and break a leg when poised 
to win a big handicap chase the previ- 
ous December. 

Also disturbing, though with less 
serious consequences, One For Billy 
crashed through a temporary tape 
and then a plastic rail half-way way 
up the run-in when fighting for the 
lead in a chase last October. 

The Rooneys celebrated one of 
their best days when Willoughby 
Court carried their now familiar 
blue and yellow silks to victory at 
the 2017 Cheltenham Festival, but 
even without the calamities of last 
season, the Cotswolds venue hasn’t 
been their happiest hunting ground 
(two winners from 46 runners) since 
they came into racehorse ownership 
seven years ago this month. 


[Op 
(IPS 


Teresita Alvarez 

(3.15pm, Kempton) 

Doing her best work at the finish 
when third Last time and step back 
up toa mile should suit. 


NEXT BEST 

James Street 

(4.20pm, Kempton) 

Made all the running from wide 
draw here a month ago and fancied 
to follow up. 


ANTE-POST 

Top Irish hurdler Laurina, making 
a belated comeback at Sandown 
tomorrow - 5-1 for the Champion 
Hurdle. 


KEMPTON stanparop To stow 


32RED CASINO HANDICAP (CLASS 4) 3Y0 £11,200 
added 1m 


12201- ANYCITY(D) M Wigham 9 7 









1 

2 34641- REETH(CD) J Gosden 9 6b............ .R Havlin B 2 
3  85533- TERESITA ALVAREZ J Noseda 8 8... J Watson 4 
4 = 76353- REDEMPTIVE D Elsworth 8 7. Hollie Doyle 3 


- 4 declared - 
BETTING: 6-4 Reeth, 5-2 Teresita Alvarez, 4-1 Redemptive, Anycity. 


| 3.50. 32RED.COM HANDICAP (CLASS 3) £15,000 added 1m 


56147- 
01190- 


CHIEFOFCHIEFS (CD) C Fellowes 6 9 7.....R Kingscote C6 
ABLE JACK (D) S C Williams 6 9 5... Rossa Ryan 7 












1 
2 

3 29631- UNFORGIVING MINUTE (CD) P D'Arcy 8 9 4...S W Kelly 8 
4 /2286- ALJELLABY(D) C Cox 494 A Kirby 2 
5 O/869- MERLIN M Bell 5 9 Quiescent J Watson 1 
6 59724- JELLMOOD M Botti4 93 Jones (3) T 3 
7  55122- FAMILY FORTUNES (CD) M ewick 5 8 13...L Keniry 5 
8 59710- JUANITO CHICO (CD)(BF) S C Williams 5 8 10 wee 


asec cee cee aes accede Josephine Gordon T 4 
- 8 declared - 
BETTING: 7-2 Family Fortunes, 4-1 Unforgiving Minute, 5-1 Al Jellaby, 
6-1 Juanito Chico, Jellmood, 7-1 Chiefofchiefs, 10-1 Able Jack, 12-1 Merlin. 


32RED CONDITIONS STAKES (PLUS 10) (CLASS 2) 3YO 










£25,000 added 6f 
1 18396- CHARMING KID R Fahey 9 2onn i ecccmemunnnnnnnn B McHugh 3 
e] 3211- DEEP INTRIGUE (D) M Johnston 9 2. F Norton7 
3. 81145- DONARMADO(D)S C Williams 9 2... R Kingscote T 2 
4 21181- JAMES STREET (CD) H Palmer 9 2. J Watson5 
5 41- NO NONSENSE (CD) D Elsworth 9 2. L Keniry 8 
6 51113- SUNSPRITE (D) R Hughes 9 2....cmmmmmnnnnnerssene SW Kelly 4 
7 47813- YOU NEVER CAN TELL (D) Richard Spencer 9 2.A Kirby 1 
8 365521- K CLUB (D) R Hannon 8 Atiniccccccsssssssstenene Rossa Ryan 6 


- 8 declared - 
BETTING: 11-4 Sunsprite, 7-2 Charming Kid, 11-2 Don Armado, 6-1 You Never 
Can Tell, 8-1 Deep Intrigue, James Street, 12-1 K Club, No Nonsense. 


LINGFIELD sort 


DOMINIC MONAGHAN MEMORIAL NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 4) £8,800 added 2m 


al 445-52 HINT OF GREY (D) G L Moore 6 12 7c Joshua Moore 

2 61P047 WAIKIKI WAVES G L Moore 6 11 Quine Jamie Moore 

3 P2/5-F BOLISTER G L Moore 8 14 3.rceccecccceon Mr N F Houlihan (10) 

4 = --38524 DALKADAM (D) J R Jenkins 8 10 12.......... T Scudamore C,T 

5  4-P466 UPHAM RUNNING Mrs K A Buckett 11 10 3..Page Fuller (3) C,T 

6 40-588 GILLY GRACE J Frost 9 10 Owiicccsnentne Will Kennedy 
- 6 declared - 


BETTING: 7-4 Hint Of Grey, 5-2 Dalkadam, 4-1 Waikiki Waves, 6-1 Bolister, 
12-1 Gilly Grace, 14-1 Upham Running. 


| 2.00 | STARSPORTS.BET HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 3) 





£11,068 added 2m 
1 12-710 FIESOLE (D) Olly Murphy 7 14 12... Doubtful 
2 03-509 ARTHINGTON (D) J W Mullins 6 11 7. Kevin Jones (3) 
3 17-81U FINAL CHOICE (CD) Adam West 6 11 5.000... L Edwards V 
4  11P-8U CABERNET D’ALENE (D)(BF) D C O'Brien 7 11 4T Garner 
5 /211F- TARA BRIDGE (CD)(BF) C Gordon 11 11 1............ T Cannon 
6 4172-8 CLAYTON (CD) G L Moore 10 11 Ou Joshua Moore T 
7 11141- THE GAME IS A FOOT (CD) Miss Z Davison 12 10 10.P Fuller (3) 
8 4FU74- MR FITZROY (CD) Miss J Davis 9 10 1............ J M Davies T 


- 8 declared - 
BETTING: 13-8 Tara Bridge, 3-1 The Game Is A Foot, 5-1 Final Choice, 6-1 
Clayton, 12-1 Arthington, 14-1 Cabernet D'Alene, Mr Fitzroy. 
STARSPORTS.BET NOVICES’ CHASE (CLASS 4) £8,800 
added 2m 7f 110yds 


1 1F50-4 BASTIEN A King 8 12 Oost W Hutchinson 

2 1710-0 LOVENORMONEY (D) W Greatrex 8 11 O......... R Johnson C 

3 2224-0 RIO QUINTO Olly Murphy 6 11 O..... 

4 92P2-U THIS ISIT(D) N Mitchell 7 11 0 
- 4 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Bastien, 15-8 Lovenormoney, 4-1 Rio Quinto, 9-2 This Is It. 


WETHERBY coop 


laa5_ RACINGTV.COM MARES’ HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 4) 








£8,800 added 3m 
1 -22344 LITTLE MILLIE (D) N King 7 11 10... nnn Bryony Frost C,T 
2 26-242 CARROLLS MILAN F O'Brien 6 414 10. P Brennan 
3. 40-014 MIDNIGHT GLORY (BF) P Hobbs 7 11 9.....Mr B R Jones (7) 
4, 4YUGFO QUASHA C Pogson 6 11 & rmmmnmnnnneenennnnne C Hammond (5) 
5  P-7FP3 VERY EXTRAVAGANT N Mulholland 10 11 2R T Dunne C 
6 Uo8F-P SHALUNA(D) JJ Hanlon (IRE) 9 11 4. R McLernon 
7 3271-4 DREWMAIN LEGEND ALi Stronge 7 11 0... A Wedge 


- 7 declared - 
BETTING: 5-2 Carrolls Milan, 11-4 Midnight Glory, 4-1 Little Millie, 
7-1 Drewmain Legend, 8-1 Very Extravagant, 10-1 Shaluna, 14-1 Quasha. 


JOIN RACING TV NOW CHASE (NOVICES’ LIMITED 
» YN) HANDICAP) (CLASS 3) £12,800 added 3m 


1 3111-P GRAND MORNING Miss L Russell 7 11 8........... Derek Fox T 

2 3-2P62 ABBREVIATE K Bailey 8 11 Joneses N De Boinville C 

3 2212-5 MY OLD GOLD (D) N Richards 9 14 doecceeencnen B Hughes 

4  3431-P BLUE FLIGHT (D)(BF) N Twiston-Davies 6 11 2.J Bargary 

5 —- -421PP CREST M Hammon 8 10 10 .ieeccsecssnnenenrn AP Cawley C,T 

6 264445 LOUGH SALT(CD) R C Guest 8 10 5. P Brennan C 
- 6 declared - 


BETTING: 7-4 Abbreviate, 3-1 Blue Flight, 7-2 My Old Gold, 6-1 Grand 
Morning, 12-1 Lough Salt, 14-1 Crest. 


Results service 


CHELMSFORD CITY Standard 


4.10 1. ORIGINAIRE (L Jones) 11-10 fav; 2. Majestic Dawn 2-1; 3. Biz 
Markee 20-1. 7 ran. 1°/al, SL. (W Haggas). Tote: £2.10; £1.30, £1.80. Exacta: 
£4.60. Trifecta: £26.30. CSF: £3.43. NR: Mallet Head. 

4.45 1. PHILAMUNDO (A Kirby) 9-1;2. Classic Charm 9-4 fav; 3. Rippling 
Waters 16-1. 22 ran. 51, 1L. (Richard Spencer). Tote: £10.70; £2.90, £1.40, 
£570. Exacta: £43.80. Tricast: £346.77. Trifecta: £430.30. CSF: £30.59. 
5.20 1. SCOFFLAW(A Kirby) 8-1;2. Holy Heart 3-1; 3. Glenn Coco5-1.10 
ran. 15-8 fav Glory of Paris (4th). “Jol, 1 (P Evans). Tote: £6.50; £1.50, £2.20, 
£1.80. Exacta: £37.00. Tricast: £140.34. Trifecta: £154.30. CSF: £33.13. 
5.55 1. TROPICS (R Winston) 10-1; 2. Royal Birth 4-1: 3. Captain Lars 
7-1. Tran. 9-4 fav Gracious John (6th). 2/yl, 14/4. (D Ivory). Tote: £13.30; 
£620, £3.30. Exacta: £60.10. Tricast: £301.64. Trifecta: £328.50. CSF: 
£49.34. NR: Something Lucky. 

6.25 1. SHAMSHON (R Kingscote) 5-2 fav; 2. Red Pike 8-1; 3. Joegogo 
10-1.9ran.1l, ns. (S C Williams). Tote: £3.60; £1.30, £2.80, £3.30. Exacta: 
£22.40. Tricast: £174.89. Trifecta: £137.50. CSF: £24.10. 

6.55 1. AFRICAN BLESSING (K Fox) 6-1; 2. Foreign Legion 3-1 fav; 
3. Rivas Rob Roy 12-1. 11 ran. 21, 3/,. (J Best). Tote: £7.10; £2.70, £170, 
£4.70. Exacta: £27.90. Tricast: £217.32. Trifecta: £278.90. CSF: £24.87. 
7.25 1. GEORDIELAD (E Greatrex) 25-1;2. Your Band 5-2 fav; 3. Konigin 
9-2. gran. 14/,l, 3¢/2l. (O Sherwood). Tote: £23.70; £5.40, £1.40, £170. 
Exacta: £108.20. Tricast: £349.73. Trifecta: £1015.70. CSF: £88.60. 
NR: Nafaayes. 

7.55 1. BAASHA(R Havlin) 7-1: 2. Hard Toffee 9-1, fav; 3. Sharp Operator 
9-2. a2 ran. nk, 2*/,l. (E Dunlop). Tote: £8.40; £2.80, £1.50, £2.30. Exacta: 
£38.80. Tricast: £85.91. Trifecta: £229.20. CSF: £23.50. NR: Kilbaha Lady. 
Jackpot: Not won, pool of £19,233.28 carried over. 

Placepot: £304.40. Quadpot: £119.20. 

Place 6: £83.00. Place 5: £72.99. 




















BOXING 





A payday yes, 


but no golden 


handshake for 





defiant DeGale 


By Declan Taylor 


“It’s a difficult one, innit?” James De- 
Gale asked nobody in particular while 
absent-mindedly shadow boxing in a 
hotel on Regent Street. “What do you 
do after boxing?” 

But before giving himself the op- 
portunity to reach a conclusion, the 
two-time super-middleweight world 
champion stopped pondering and 
got back to selling his next pay-per- 
view fight. 

“Actually let’s not talk about that, 
because I’m going to f**k Eubank up 
then I'll probably get [George] Groves 
then Ill call it a day, that would be 
perfect.” 

DeGale’s future in the sport had 
become the topic of conversation 
after the Harlesden man requested 
that his 23 February showdown with 
Chris Eubank Jr be billed as ‘The Re- 
tirement Fight’ because, in his opin- 
ion, the loser at the O2 Arena next 
month will have to ‘knock it on the 
head’. 

At 32, and after Olympic, British, 
European and a pair of world titles, 
DeGale is one of a tiny firm of box- 
ers who can genuinely claim to have 
done it all. As such, his name still 
carries much weight and a domes- 
tic clash with another high-profile 
Brit is expected to do big business on 
ITV’s box office platform. 

But this is no golden handshake 
for the man affectionately known as 
‘Chunky’. “Everyone thinks this is my 
last fight and I am just cashing out,” 
he said. “It is annoying me. 

“Everyone thinks I’m in it for the 
pay day but I’m enjoying boxing now, 


James DeGale and 
Chris Eubank Jr at 
yesterday’s press 
conference at 
London’s Cafe Royal 
for their fight 

GETTY 


DeGale has won 
two of his last four 
fights - Losing to 
Truax after drawing 
with Badou Jackin 
January 2017 
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in Beijing in 2008, was over when he 

lost his IBF super-middleweight title 

to little-known American Caleb 
Truax in December 2017. 

DeGale won the belt back in 
their April rematch but it seemed 
as though his star was fading fast. 

“T understand why people think 

I am on the decline, based on my 
last few performances,” he said. “I 
don’t want to talk about my injuries 
but I had Achilles tendonitis for two 
years and didn’t even know it. My 
shoulder was mashed up. 

“Everyone is calling me out now 
but I want the boxing reporters to 
judge me on this next fight. This [Eu- 







































































I’m sparring well. Before it was hard thinks this is bank] is a step down, of course. But I 
work getting up and sparring. my last fight am getting paid extremely well and it 

“T’m not one of those fighters who andlam just is a fight everybody wants to see. 
doesn’t know when to stop. There are cashing out. “This fight is down to me, if I per- 
certain fighters who don’t know when It’s annoying form like I should perform then I win 
to give up —- I won’t be one of them.” | it convincingly. He probably will have 

However it looked as though his 10- me. am some success because he’s tough, 
year professional career, which began enjoying my strong, and he’s game, but I’m too 
shortly after he claimed Olympic gold boxing now good for him.” THE INDEPENDENT 

e 
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pie, pin, pine, pint, pip, pipe, pit, piton, point, tie, 


tin, tip 
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feel; bash; peep; 
hid; peel; hit; 
skin; chin; chit; 
skip; note; miss; 
remote; dip; nose 
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CRICKET 


Pujara’s third century 
gives India upper hand 


Cheteshwar Pujara’'s third hundred 


RUGBY UNION 





Hunter hails historic 
pro contract deal 


By Andrew Baldock 


Sarah Hunter has hailed a “hugely 
significant” day for England Wom- 
en’s rugby after the announcement 
of an elite player squad containing 
28 full-time professionals. 
England captain Hunter is 
among that group, being _ 
joined by the likes of her / 
fellow 2014 World Cup 






of the hard work the RFU has done 
to invest into the women’s game. 
“Tt is hugely significant, and it 
means our focus can solely be on 
how we can be the best rugby player 
and how that contributes to being 
the best squad member for England. 
“Tt allows us to focus solely 
. on our training, out atten- 
\ tion to detail, our rest 
\ and recovery. It will 


winners Katy Daley- \ hopefully make us the 
Mclean, Marlie Packer | world’s best team for 
and Vicky Fleetwood. | when we get to 2021 and 
The Rugby Football we go to the World Cup 
Union-funded squad is in New Zealand.” 


the only one in women’s 
international rugby that isa 
permanent 15s group on 
full-time deals. 

Contracts for the 15-a- 
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The 35-strong group 
also features seven play- 
ers on EPS agreements, 
which means they will at- 
tend England camps and 


side game based on the hugedayfor training, but notbe part of 
next major tournament allofuswho the full-time programme. 
were not renewed after have been Others to receive full- 
the 2017 World Cup, with selected. Itis time deals - the values 
an emphasis put on sev- : of which have not been 
ens instead, but the RFU Heo disclosed — include 2017 
announced in September er Lie World Cup finalists Sarah 
that full-time 15s con- would happen Bern, Rachael Burford, 
tracts would be imple- nN my career Vickii Cornborough, 


mented this season. 
“This is obviously a 

huge day for all of us who have been 
selected in the squad,” said 33-year- 
old Hunter (above), who has won 108 
caps. “It is something in my playing 
career that I didn’t think would 
probably happen, but it is the extent 


Abbie Scott and Lydia 
Thompson. Natasha 
Hunt, Emily Scarratt and Jess 
Breach will move back into the 15s 
programme from sevens. 
Under its women and girls strat- 
egy, the RFU plans to double the 
number of participants by 2021. 


of the series was the cornerstone of 
India’s innings on the opening day 
of the final Test against Australia at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground. 


Vunipola back to help 
parties regain top spot 


Pujara (Left) followed up his 
three-figure scores in victories in 
Adelaide and Melbourne with an 
unbeaten 130, having come to the 
crease in the second over of the 
day. Mayank Agarwal contributed 
77 at the top of the order, putting on 
116 for the second wicket alongside 
Pujara, as India closed in an au- 
thoritative position of 303 for four. 

The tourists need only avoid 
defeat at the SCG to seal a historic 
first Test series win on Australian 






































































































































By Andrew Baldock 


Saracens’ bid to regain top spot 
in the Premiership has been 
boosted by Billy Vunipola’s 
return from injury. 
The Saracens and England 
No8 will begin his comeback 
in tonight’s clash against Sale 
Sharks at the AJ Bell Stadium. 
Vunipola (below) has not 
played since breaking his left 







although they responded by 
beating Worcester last weekend, 
Saracens had to doit by wiping 
out an early 14-point deficit 
before winning 25-17. 

“We showed composure not to 
chase the game, make too many 
mistakes and get our heads 
down,” Saracens full-back Alex 
Goode said. “We had chances to 
get a bonus point, and our attack 
needs to be better to take them 


soil. AP arm against Champions Cup chances. 
opponents Glasgow in “We are not playing our 
October, which ruled best at the moment, but 
him out of England’s the ability we have 
; autumn Tests. makes us believe we 
Results Service Vunipola, who can do something 
also broke his right special.” 
PREMIER LEAGUE CRICKET bt S Tsitsipas (Greece) 7-6 (7-5) 7-6 7-5) 7-6 (7-5). arm twice last year, Sale’s only defeat 
Man City (1)... 2 Liverpool (0).......... 1 | FIRSTONEDAYINTERNATIONAL (7-4), M Sakkari (Greece) bt B Bencic WTA TOUR ASB CLASSIC, AUCKLAND, ° intheir] B 
Aguero 40 Firmino 64 New Zealand v Sri Lanka, Tauranga: New Ske ere aa ea ns a ee NEW ZEALAND: Second round: B Vanes- returns to actiona in their last six 
Sane 72 Zealand 371-7 (50.0 overs; M J Guptill : sa Andreescu (Can) bt (14) C WOZNIACK! 1 1 
PWDL E A Pts_ | 138,KS Williamson 76,L RPL Taylor (Switzerland) 4-3 (5-4) 2-4 4-3 (5-3). Den) 6-4 6-4: (6) V WILLIAMS (US) bt L month before England Premiership pames. 
Liverpool o1 173.1 49 10 54 | 54). SriLanka 326 (49.0 overs; MD K J ATP & WTA BRISBANE INT'NAL, AUS- Davis (US) 6-4 6-3; A Anisimova (US) bt launch their Six Nations was against Saracens in 
ancy 2248-2 4 shay go. | Peremioz OP DNDiawalaye) New | TRAUMMnSecondrount ogee) | Gio zatLAlovaSTRVCOWAC: Fe) | campaign, mid-November. A win would 
Tottenh 6 6 8 ealand beat Sri Lanka by 45 runs. : : ~3 5-3; 3 ‘ ; 
Gale a ee FOURTH TEST MATCH . FE cane | ones He packs down in the Saracens _ lift them into fourth place above 
— 21125 4 46 31 ua aang a: sf Au oval DIMITROV (Bul) 7-5 7-5. TODAY'S FIXTURES back-row alongside NickIsiekwe Harlequins. 
an Ut 2111 5 5 43 32 3 ‘0 overs, ujara no, Wi *s Qtr-finals: L T: ko (Ukr) bt A i i 
Leicester SL Gh Be 23 ga | Agarwal 77) Australia. ee ae ieee FOOTBALL and Schalk Burger, while Director of rugby Steve 
wate ee bt (8) A SEVASTOVA (Lat) 3-6 6-0 6-4. i al dle seated Gus) | Wales international back Liam Diamond has made one 
olverhampton 21 5 23 25 29 akistan Vv 50W rica, Cape flown: ATP QATAR EXXONMOBIL OPEN, DOHA, Saeseesareseseerserseteaseettart 5 ese o 
Wallan 6) oe on Pues ceeennied | Gaee On rien ioe LADBROKES SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP Williams also features after change from the side that beat 
Everton 217 6 8 31 31 27 = DOiio es eaut ie 123-2 Se cee rata hehe ee reerene 745) | recovering froma hamstring Gloucester six days ago. Josh 
A Vv i Tr z e 
Bournemouth 21 5 210 3140 27 Swit) 6-4 6-us (4) MCECCHINATO (I) btD | FOURTHTESTMATCH-THIRDDavor | Problem. Strauss moves to No 8 instead of 
Brighton 217.5 9 24 29 26 TENNIS iovic (Serb) 7-6 (7-2) 6-2: T Berdych (C | : . 
CrystalPalace 21 6 4 11 19 26 22 Lajovic (Serd) 7-6 (7-2) 6-2, | Berdych (Cz | FIVE: Australia v India (Sydney, 11 30pm). Saracens willreclaim topspot Jean Luc Du Preez, who suffered 
Newcastle 741 6 411 5 18 HOPMAN CUP, PERTH: Group B: Great Rep) bt P Herbert (Fr 6-2 6 4. SECOND TEST MATCH-SECOND DAY ° 7 ects . ’ ‘ 
Saale a = — > . 18 Siete - Zo iC ue (cB) bt F us) | ATBTATA OPEN MAHARASHTRA, PUNE, | OF FIVE: South Africa v Pakistan (Cape from Exeter if they beat Sale. a groin injury in that game, with 
laroe 7-9 (7-4) 0-0, wuams INDIA: Qtr-finals: (1) K ANDERSON (SA 1 
cuir ai $3.13 19 41 28 bt K Boulter (GB) 6-1 7-6 (7-2), C Norrie & | bt (7) J MUNAR (Sp) 6-3 6-3; (3) G SIMO artista Exeter ended Saracens’ skipper Jono Ross and England 
outhampton 21 3 7 11 21 38 1 K Boulter (GB) bt F Tiafoe & S Williams Fr) bt (5) B PAIRE (Fr) 3-6 7-6 (7-4) 6-4; - i 
Fulham 21.3 5 13 19 47 14 | (US) 3-4 (2-5) 4-3 (5-4) 4-1). Greece bt S Darcis (Bel) bt (4) M JAZIRI (Tun) 7-5 GALLAGHER PREMIERSHIP RUGBY 22 same unbeaten record flanker Tom Curry completing 
Huddersfield 21 2 4 15 13 37 20 | Switzerland 2-1(R Federer (Switzerland) | 6-2:| Karlovic (Croa) bt E Gulbis (Lat) 7-6 | (745) Sale v Saracens. just before Christmas, and the back row. 
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Fantasy 


— 


Cardiff's Bamba 
is worth a look 
in your defence 


The FA Cup third round means 
there are no points up for grabs 
this weekend but for fantasy 
managers looking to get their 
transfer business done early 
for game week 22, here are 
three picks worth considering. 


Danny Ings (Southampton) 
Since joining from Liverpool, 
Ings has featured in just 13 
of Southampton’s Premier 
League fixtures this season 
and has completed the full 90 
minutes on only four occasions. 
Despite this the English 
striker has managed seven 
goals - four more than any of 
his team-mates. With tricky 
fixtures against Manchester 
City and Chelsea out of the way, 
don’t be surprised if Ings adds 
to his tally in the coming weeks. 
Cost: £5.6m Points: 67 


Sergio Aguero (Man City) 
Before he picked up an injury 
in game week 13, Aguero wasa 
must-own player, scoring eight 
goals in 12 appearances. 

Since then he has been in 
and out of a City side that 
has stuttered in previously 
unthinkable fashion. Now, 
however, the Argentine appears 
to be back to full fitness. 
Cost: £11.2m Points: 92 


Sol Bamba (Cardiff City) 
Cardiff were overwhelmed 
by Tottenham’s potent attack 
in game week 21, but the 
Bluebirds should fare better 
when they next take on the 
league’s two lowest-scoring 
teams in Huddersfield and 
Newcastle. 

Take advantage of these timid 
attacks by recruiting defender 
Bamba. The Ivorian has played 
all but one of Cardiff’s league 
fixtures this season and has 
chipped in with two goals and 


an assist in the process. 
Cost: £4.5m Points: 66 

Finlay Greig 
ireaders league 

Points 

1. Frippe Persson 1394 
2. Tony Russell 1385 
3. Tremaine Moore 1372 
4. Robert Gomm 1355 
5.T Boogie 1352 
6. Andrea Frostad 1346 
7. Clive Hammerson 1345 
8. Pete Clifton 1338 
g. Billy Grimshaw 1327 
10. Stuart Ansell 1323 


Joini’s league on the official 
Fantasy Premier League game to 
pit your wits against fellow readers 
- and our hapless sports desk. Go 
to fantasy.premierleague.comand 
enter code: 1284313-292880 
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FA CUP TRANMERE ROVERS v TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


Eriksen’s future 






may lie away 
from Tottenham, 


says Pochettino 


By Jonathan Veal 


Tottenham Hotspur manager Mau- 
ricio Pochettino accepts that Chris- 
tian Eriksen has the right to ponder 
a future away from the club. 

The midfielder has been one of the 
star players for Spurs over the past 
few seasons as they have challenged 
at the top end of the Premier League 
but the Dane, who joined the club in 
August 2018, is reported to be stalling 
on a new deal. 


Heis out of contract in the summer 
of 2020 but if he does not sign a new 
deal by the end of the current season, 
Spurs might be forced to listen to of- 
fers in order to get true value for the 
Denmark international. 

The 26-year-old (right) would not 
be out of place in any of the top sides 
in Europe and would be likely to earn 
a lucrative deal elsewhere. 

“T’m not a person that suffers too 
much in this type of situation be- 
cause football is dynamic,” a relaxed 


Pochettino said before tonight’s FA 
Cup third round tie at Tranmere 
Rovers. “Football is about interests 
that as managers or head coaches we 
sometimes cannot manage. 

“Tt depends on many things in this 
business - different parties that have 
interests. 

“Of course Christian is such an im- 
portant player for Tottenham 
and of course as a person or 
as a professional coach or 
manager, you would like 
to have this type of player 
with you. 

“But in the end it’s a 
negotiation and there’s 
different parties that have 
different interests. 

“Tt will be fantastic if Christian is 
going to be committed with the club 
for [the] long term, and if not it’s his 
right to do what he wants to do. 

“He is happy here, he is showing his 
commitment. Then what is going to 
happen in between him and the club 
is not only in our hands.” 

The futures of several other play- 











ers at Spurs are likely to come under 
the microscope this month as a host 
of exits are expected. 

Outcasts Fernando Llorente, Vin- 
cent Janssen and Georges-Kevin Nk- 
oudou are likely to leave the club, but 
established midfielder Mousa Dem- 
bélé could also be on his way out. 

The Belgian has only six months 
left on his current deal and with 
no new one on the horizon, 
Spurs could listen to offers 

in the transfer window to 
get some money for him, 
rather than lose him for 
free in the summer. 

“There is still no news,” 
Pochettino said. “No news, 
again like Christian - a dif- 

ferent situation - it is not only in 
our hands. 

“Tn that business there are differ- 
ent parties that are involved, then it 
is about to negotiate, to talk, and see 
what the different parties want. 

“T don’t know [if he could leave on 
a free in the summer], that is going to 
be a club decision.” 


Freescoring Norwood spurred on to impress Kane 


‘Tranmere striker 
would love to 
cause a cup shock 
tonight, he tells 
Derren Howard 


ames Norwood, the Tran- 

mere Rovers striker, has 

scored more goals this sea- 

son than Harry Kane. But as 

his side welcome Tottenham 
Hotspur in the third round of the 
FA Cup tonight, he is in no mood to 
give the England captain any extra 
motivation. 

Norwood has been in fine form this 
campaign for the League Two side 
and has two more league goals to his 
name than the England skipper. 

He is joint-top of the League Two 
scoring charts with 16 - despite 
failing to score for his last four 
matches - and the former England C 
international captain is keen to test 
himself against the eight-time FA 
Cup winners. 

“Tottenham have no real 
weaknesses and they give very little 
away,” said Norwood. “It is a huge 
task for us but one we and our fans 
are looking forward to. You see what 
they are doing to Premier League 
teams most weeks. With their power 
and skill levels, they are one of the 
most complete teams out there. 
Going forward, Harry Kane and 
[Heung-min] Son have just been 
incredible.” 

Rovers will take inspiration from 
Newport County’s fine FA Cup 
achievements last season. Last 
January, the team from south Wales 
forced a replay against Tottenham 
after a memorable 1-1 draw at 
Rodney Parade, before losing out 2-0 
in the Wembley replay. 

“Newport showed the way. We will 
have to change what we do slightly 
and create an environment that 
will make it difficult for them,” he 
added. “Newport made it extremely 
tough for them and we have to look 
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James Norwood 
still favours pink 
boots, having made 
his debut wearing 
them GETTY 
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to do the same. The pitch here will 
not be what they are used to. We 
have to look for little gains and take 
advantage where we can.” 

Since joining Tranmere from 
Forest Green Rovers in 2016 the 
former Crystal Palace and Brighton 
youth striker has scored 68 times in 
140 appearances - he has been the 
ultra-dependable goal-every-two- 
game type of forward. 


Norwood, 28, is out of contract 
this summer and his chairman 
Mark Palios, the former FA chief 
executive, has already said he 
doesn’t want to lose his main striker 
in the January window. An inspired 
performance against Spurs would 
increase his stock further but, the 
player who made his senior debut 
as a lightning quick 18-year-old with 
pink boots for Eastbourne Town 





O$Prere will be a full house 
at Prenton Park and 
hopefully we can delivera 
performance to be proud of 


in the Ryman League South, says 
he just wants to concentrate on 
being part of something special for 
Tranmere. 

“Tt will be a proud moment,” 
admitted Norwood, who still 
favours his trademark pink boots. “I 
remember my time with Eastbourne 
Town and I learnt a great deal about 
adult football. To go from there and 
then to play Tottenham in the Cup is 
something special. 

“There will be a full house at 
Prenton Park and hopefully we can 
deliver a performance to be proud 
of. It would be a great time to get 
back on the scoresheet but we all 
know how tough it will be. 

“T started the season well but I 
missed a few good chances against 
Bury four games ago and I haven’t 
scored since. I had a bit of a sulk but 
we went through the clips and the 
manager said he is pleased with the 
other aspects of my play. It’s been 
very frustrating but all you can do 
is work hard for the team and get in 
the right positions. 

“T have had messages of support 
already and a few Tottenham fans 
have also been in touch wanting 
tickets and asking me not to injure 
any of their players!” 

Norwood has huge admiration 
for his opposite number Kane and 
the possibility of competing against 
him and a host of international stars 
is reward for a decade of toil in the 
lower leagues. “As a striker you have 
to admire what he has achieved. He 
seems to get better each season. He 
is always in the right place and when 
he gets his chance, he is lethal.” 

Ever since his days at Eastbourne, 
Norwood has also had the happy 
knack of doing just that. Should he 
get just one sniff of a chance against 
Spurs, he will need to be just as 
lethal as Kane. 
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Isaac Hayden (right) is optimistic that he will leave Newcastle this month GETTY 


Hayden's desire 
to leave adds to 








Benitez's troubles 


By Damian Spellman 


Newcastle manager Rafael Benitez 
has been handed yet another transfer 
window problem with Isaac Hayden 
still keen to leave the club. 

The 23-year-old former Arsenal 
midfielder played in Wednesday 
night’s 2-0 defeat by Manchester 
United at St James’ Park. 

That was his third successive start 
with Jonjo Shelvey working his way 
back to full match fitness after injury 
and South Korea international Ki 
Sung-yueng on international duty at 
the Asian Cup. 

However Hayden, who handed ina 
transfer request during the summer 
for family reasons, has revealed he 
still wants to go and is hopeful of get- 
ting his wish this month. 

He said: “It’s unchanged and the 
club have known that from day one. 
It wasn’t going to change. My fam- 
ily, my partner and daughter will al- 
ways come first. Football is football, 
but family is more important. The 
club have had conversations already. 
Hopefully a solution can be found. 
It wasn’t in the summer, but I was 


CARDIFF CITY 


professional and got on with the job 
Ihave to do.” 

Hayden’s admission comes with 
Benitez once again keeping his fin- 
gers crossed that owner Mike Ashley 
will sanction the acquisitions he be- 
lieves he needs to keep the club in the 
Premier League for another season. 

The Spaniard has decided not to 
talk about the transfer window hav- 
ing spent much of his time on Ty- 
neside pleading both in public and 
behind closed doors for investment, 
often to little effect. 

Just as it was 12 months ago, the 
situation is complicated by the pros- 
pect of a takeover with four groups 
currently attempting to put together 
a package to buy Ashley out. Amanda 
Staveley’s PCP Capital Partners were 
unable to make tangible progress this 
time last year and no group appears 
close to doing so this time around. 

It is understood that Benitez may 
get at least some of what he wants - 
he landed Martin Dubravka, Kenedy 
and Islam Slimani on loan during the 
last winter window - but that could 
have a knock-on effect in terms of 
price for any prospective buyer. 


Bellamy denies bullying claim 
but steps down from U18 role 


By Matt Slater 


Cardiff Under-18s coach Craig Bel- 
lamy has “categorically” denied a 
claim of alleged bullying and has 
vowed to clear his name. 

Earlier this week, the Daily Mail 
reported that the parents of a young 
English footballer have complained 
to the Premier League outfit about 
Bellamy’s behaviour towards their 


son, who has since left the club. Car- 
diff are investigating the matter and 
in astatement, the former Wales cap- 
tain confirmed he has stepped down 
from his position while the investiga- 
tion takes place. 

He said: “I am saddened both by 
the allegations and the manner in 
which they were made and I categori- 
cally refute them. I fully expect to re- 
turn to my coaching role.” 
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RANGERS 


Gerrard heaps pressure on Celtic 


* FRIDAY 
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by agreeing loan deal with Defoe 


By Alan Pattullo in attack as Rangers seek to 
overhaul Celtic in the race for the 
Scottish title. Former Celtic 
striker Chris Sutton yesterday 
described the move as a “game 
changer” and urged his old club 
to “get their finger out” in the 
transfer market. 

The champions are currently 
ahead of second-place 
Rangers only on goal 
difference following 
a 1-0 defeat at , 
Ibrox last week, 
but Brendan 
Rodgers’ side 
have a game 


Rangers have posted a statement 
of intent by agreeing a deal to sign 
former England forward Jermain 
Defoe on an 18-month loan move 
from Bournemouth. 

It is understood the arrival of 
the 36 year-old at Ibrox hinges on 
a medical to take place today in 
England. Defoe (right) is expected 
to join up with his new team-mates 
at their warm-weather camp in 
Tenerife next week. 

Steven Davis also remains on 
course to seal a deal to move back 
to Rangers from Southampton. 


In what would count as just the in hand. 
latest surreal episode to distinguish § Third-place 
Scottish football, Defoe could Kilmarnock 
make his debut for his club at are a further 
Cowdenbeath’s Central Park, where point behind. 
Rangers will resume their season in Defoe returned 
a Scottish Cup fourth-round fixture — tothe Premier 
following the winter break. League with 

A former England team-mate Bournemouth, 
of Ibrox manager Steven Gerrard, — where he spent 
Defoe will provide another option a spell on loan 
















early in his career, two years ago. 
He has not scored yet this season 
and struck only four times in 
the last campaign. But he 
had a productive season 
in 2016-17 when he scored 

16 times for Sunderland 

) and earned a recall to the 

England set-up. 

Meanwhile, South- 

ampton manager 

Ralph Hasenhiittl 

has confirmed 

midfielder Davis 
is set to re-join 
Rangers. 

The 34-year-old 
Northern Ireland 
captain left for Saints 

during the summer 
of 2012. Asked if 

-| the deal was close 

\ iy to completion, 

*, Hasenhiittl said: 

m\ “It canbe. lam 
looking forward and 
ifit is, then we will 

tell you.” 


1y 





ARSENAL 


Emery: We are 
notin the hunt 
for Real's Navas 


Arsenal coach Unai Emery has 
ruled out a move for Real Madrid 
goalkeeper Keylor Navas this 


Leno, 26, has impressed on some 
occasions his decision-making has 
been questioned in recent times. 

But Emery - who often does not 
speak about transfer speculation 
— was bullish when asked if a move 
for Navas was on the cards. 

“Not true,” he replied. “We 
never speak about one goalkeeper 







month. because I think - and it’s true 
The 32-year-old Costa — we are very happy with 
Rica international the three goalkeepers we 
(right) has been have now. We’ve never 
recently linked with a spoken about Keylor 
switch to the Emirates Navas.” 
Stadium with former Emery takes his side 
Chelsea man Thibaut to face Blackpool in the 
Courtois now established third round of the FA Cup 


as first-choice at Madrid. 
The Gunners signed Bernd 
Leno last summer for a reported 
fee in excess of £22million and the 
German has gone on to replace Petr 
Cech in the Arsenal goal. While 


tomorrow, with Cech likely to 
be given a rare outing between the 
posts. Aaron Ramsey could also 
feature having come off the bench 
to score in the New Year’s Day win 
over Fulham. 





FULHAM 


Fosu-Mensah 
faces early exit 


Fulham are considering ending 
Timothy Fosu-Mensah’s loan spell 
from Manchester United in order 
to free up space in the squad for 
January signings. The defender 
(below) joined Fulham on a season- 
long loan but has made just nine 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


Braithwaite 
heads to La Liga 


Middlesbrough striker Martin 
Braithwaite has joined Leganes 
on loan until the end of the season. 
Braithwaite travelled to Spain 
earlier this week for talks with 

the La Liga side and the Denmark 
international has now completed 


appearances. the move from Teesside. 

Premier League Middlesbrough manager Tony 

clubs are allowed Pulis said: “I have not had a lot of 

no more than two time with him. 

loan players from “Good luck if he wants to go. He 


rivals at the same 
time. 


wanted to go in the summer. He 
has got his move now.” 











CHELSEA 


sarri Will find it 
hard to prise 
Higuain away 


Juventus sporting director Fabio 
Paratici has played down Chelsea’s 
chances of signing Gonzalo 
Higuain this month. Chelsea coach 
Maurizio Sarri asked the club in 
December to make a move for the 
Argentina striker, who is on loan 
from Juventus at AC Milan. 

Talks were held between all 
three clubs over the possibility of 
Higuain’s season-long deal being 
cut short with Chelsea’s struggling 
forward Alvaro Morata being sent 
to AC Milan. 

Higuain (above) has scored just 
eight times for Milan : 
but Paratici said 
that AC Milan do 
not want to let him 
go. Paratici said: 
“He remains one of 
the best strikers in 
the world, he showed 
it in these seasons in Europe, he 
scored everywhere. About his 
future, I think he’s important for 
AC Milan.” 

Any chance of a transfer was 
further complicated by the fact 
that AC Milan had an option 
to buy Higuian permanently in 
the summer for £32million. But 
Chelsea just wanted a short-term 
deal and were not prepared to 
add a similar clause to sign him 
outright at the end of the campaign 
- especially as he is 31 years old 

Chelsea still want to persuade 
Callum Hudson-Odoi to sign a new 
contract despite an improved bid 
from Bayern Munich. 








, 
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BRIGHTON & HOVEALBION BURNLEY 


Brilliant performance 
last night. The best bit 
of the performance 
was how quiet we kept 
Carroll. Normally he will fashion 
the odd chance but Dunky didn’t 
let him out of his pocket until they 
wanted to take him off. 

NooBHA (North Stand Chat) 


CHELSEA 


With this set of players, 
2 up against packed 

/ defences, they require 
too many touches in and 
around the penalty box. Morata 
(above) was feeding off scraps for 
the whole game, as the quality of 
crosses from both flanks were 
abject. old git (The Shed End) 





FULHAM 
Terrible defending has 
4 returned. Three of the 
goals should not have 


happened. Too many 
players ball watching. As for CR 
even having TFM on the bench 
was unbelievably bad judgement. 
Scoreline was flattering. 
grandad (Friends of Fulham) 


LIVERPOOL 
soe Peter Thompson was a bit 
before my time but one of 
* dad’s favourites. Always 
told me Heighway not a 
patch on Thommo. RIP and thank 
you for the significant part you 
played in our history. God bless. 
ABZ Rover (Red And White Kop) 






NEWCASTLE UNITED 


Big Sam would be in 
the conversation, no 

$ doubt. Rodgers would 
be my pick if he became 
available, although 

that might be ambitious. If not, 
Chris Wilder is doing a great job 
at Sheff United, might be worth a 
punt. CIH (Toon Forum) 


WATFORD 

Deeney won’t get aban, 
if he does, it makesa 
mockery of the rules. 
Austin comes out with 


all his drivel after we were denied 
a blatant pen and gets nothing. 
Deeney spoke nothing but truth. 
Nowhere near as bad as Austin. 
Markoa$ (The Hornets’ Nest) 








What’s the point of the 
spectacular save or two 
if you’re shipping four or 
five a game? Hart is OK 
but way past his sell-by. He couldn’t 
do wrong with some but to others 
it’s obvious change was needed. 
Heaton and Pope are another 
level. Joe14 (Up The Clarets!) 





CRYSTAL PALACE 


. three fairly comfortably 


Fes? and consistently consid- 
ering our scoring problems; now 
we have Wickham and Benteke 
fighting to score we will be well 
clear come the end of the season. 
Tickled pink (Holmesdale.net) 


We’ve managed to keep 
away from the bottom 


HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 


If Montpellier are willing 
*-* \ todrop the price for 
== Mbenza, I’dlike to sign 
him. Still very young 
and has something about him 
which we could significantly profit 
from. Starting to gain confidence 
and that cross was wonderful. 
terriero30702 (Down At The Mac) 


MANCHESTER CITY 


Pulisic is a huge gamble. 
Isn’t good enough to 
start for Dortmund and 
never really scored. No 
way is he worth that money. I’m 
not worried. This doesn’t improve 
them in any meaningful way. 

Saul Goodman (mancityfans) 


SOUTHAMPTON 


The McCarthy v 

Gunn debate is a head 
scratcher. The former is 
steady yet has recently 
seemed to catch a bout 
of Fraserforsteritis — an inability 
to move one’s feet quickly. The 
latter put in a fine show at Chelsea. 
Time will tell... Nick Roberts 


WEST HAM UNITED 


wots Noble stopping 
Anderson quickly taking 
the free kick late on and 
shouting at Antonio to 
get into the box, things like that 
no other player takes control of. 
Hopefully Rice steps into that role 
and takes the baton in the future. 
Denzil (Knees Up Mother Brown) 





ARSENAL 
(ili, | really like Sokratis, he 
| Arsenal) has the odd brain fart 
Weg) but has been our best 
Ww CB. Ihavenoproblem 
with him giving abuse, 
we want a bit of fight. Can imagine 
him going off at folk in the dressing 
room. marting (Arsenal Mania) 





BOURNEMOUTH 


a Weren't we loud? Brilliant 
to get behind the boys. 
Especially when 2-0 
down... it really helped 

us claw back to 2-2 and then 3-3 
and almost got a winner, so well 
done, because the support and 
atmosphere has been questioned. 
cherrycarl2004 (Up The Cherries) 





CARDIFF CITY 


Awful performance 

vs Spurs. Despite our 
heroics this season it’s 
concerning the number 
of games we have just waved 

the white flag from the kick off. 
Without any shadow of doubt we 
need additions. 

dorsetblue (Cardiff City Forum) 


EVERTON 


‘yive> I was enthralled by 
Richarlison’s potential, 
Qe ij now I’m immensely 
irritated by his 

constant playacting. He seems to 
be made out of crepe paper the 
way the brush of an opponent 
results in crashing to the ground. 
Eggsyblueskin (Grand Old Team) 


LEICESTER CITY 







The games against 
Chelsea, Man City, and 
Everton weren't very 
pretty but, damn, I 
really enjoyed watching us stifle 
nearly every attack. Puel got the 
tactics spot on for a satisfying 
smash & grab win at Everton. 
The_77 (Foxes Talk) 
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MANCHESTER UNITED 
fim. Idon’t see Ole going 
® back to Molde. If we 
} are exceptional in 
the second half of the 


season, he would continue. Even 
if we are average, I can see him 
getting offers from other PL clubs. 
bleedred (Red Cafe) 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


I'd literally play ANY 
player from the academy 
than Nkodou. Just sack 
him already. Alternatively, 
it'd be interesting to just 
draft in a random fan, and start 
him alongside Llorente tonight. 
Hither way cannot be worse. 
NorseYid (The Fighting Cock) 


“Ora 
NY Lia 


WOLVES 


If we’re claiming to be a 
Premier League 

team now, we can’t 
keep harking back 

to where we’ve come from to 
contextualise bad performances. 
We have a problem that needs 
fixing soon. 

gullykular (Molineux Mix) 
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Michelin-starred 


football by City - 
and Fkernandinho 
was head chef 





Daniel & 


Storey | 
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AT THEETIHAD STADIUM - 


here is ascene in the 
Sherlock Holmes short 
story A Scandal in Bohemia 
where the protagonist 
has deduced something 
meaningful based on apparently 
incidental observations, and Dr 
Watson declares himself to be ex- 
traordinarily impressed. 
“When I hear you give your 
reasons,” Watson tells Holmes, 
“the thing always appears to me 





tobe so ridiculously simple that I 
could easily do it myself. Though 
at each successive instance of 
your reasoning I am baffled until 
you explain your process.” 

Watching Manchester City 
when they click sometimes feels 
like that. Every element of their 
process seems so simple, but you 
just try and replicate the whole. 
The passes across defence until a 
midfield option becomes available. 
The give-and-go moves in centre 
midfield, transforming defence 
into attack in three seconds. The 
overlapping runs to create danger 
in the final third. The pull-backs 
from the touchlines. 
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Against Liverpool, City only 
found perfection three times 
- three times was enough. But 
they did so amid increasingly 
frantic circumstances against 
the form team in the country 
and its best defence. The first 
time a mesmeric attacking move 
allowed Sergio Aguero to score 
a wonderfully thrashed opening 
goal. The second, Raheem 
Sterling surged up the pitch to 
feed Leroy Sané, and 
the German arrowed LPQY 





starred football. Fernandinhois 
the head chef. 

The best football teams play in 
myriad styles, but each depend 
on one thing: control. It is City’s 
simplicity that gives them this 
control and this simplicity 
that Pep Guardiola has drilled 
so hard into his players likea 
footballing Gradgrind and his 
facts. Guardiola’s belief is that if 
his team play their way, nobody 

can beat them. That is why 
recent setbacks have been 


a shot home. The eltis deeply sogalling. 
third time, Sterling’s pleasing to Sometimes of course, 
wonderful dash and have Premier anditisacompletely 
pass found Aguero, who Leasue title selfish wish, you do urge 
had his shot saved by eas for a bit of chaos. We 
Alisson. rivals who have grown accustomed 
If that covers City are both to titanic title tussles 
with the ball, that’s committed being cagey. The more is 
barely half the job. to attacking, at stake, the more teams 
Witness the concerted, active football areset up not to lose by 
collective pressing safety-first managers. 


high up the field, like 

a swarm of bees who have heard 
rumours of free honey. Appreciate 
the discipline to play in different 
formations in and out of 
possession. And yes, note the way 
they commit so many clever fouls 
in the middle of the pitch. Several 
everyday ingredients combined 
to create something others could 
only dream of. This is Michelin- 


You cannot win the match 
in the first 30 minutes, but you 
can certainly lose it. But for the 
final halfan hour at the Etihad, 
we got our glorious chaos. It is 
deeply pleasing to have two title 
rivals who are both committed to 
attacking, active football. 

Plenty of matches are decided 
by margins; perhaps even most 
matches. But it is emphatically 


IE ET 





reiterated on nights like these. 
The ball is millimetres from 
crossing the line, the shot is 
inches from hitting the post and 
going in or inches from hitting the 
post and bouncing out, defenders 
are fractions of a second away 
from timing their headers 







Roberto Firmino 
(fer left) headsin 
Liverpool’s goal 
REUTERS 


Messi is so brilliant because his 
finishing, passing and dribbling 
are so supreme. When he tries 
something, it comes off. Mistakes 
are rare. 
That might sound a particularly 
curmudgeonly prism through 
which to view football, but 


and blocking the cross, it’s true. The biggest 
goalmouth scrambles matches are more often 
where the ball decided by the team 
somehow stays out. that makes the fewest 
The line between unforced errors than 
success and failure not. Liverpool have 
is so thin that it a goalkeeper out on 
almost seems unfair loan who can back up 
for the result to mean that theory. 
so much. But this is Last night 
the undeniable truth epitomised this, a night 
on which title races are when Rudyard Kipling’s 
founded. “Ifyou can keep your 
One of the great head” principle has 
myths of football rarely been more vital 
is that the best in determining the 
players in the world Roberto Fiecming course of the match. 
are necessarily ecorad hic filth Between 
those with the Liverpool goal Fernandinho, 
most ability. It against Man Ederson, Kompany, 
may be true to some City, from12 Aguero and 
extent, and clearly appearances Aymeric Laporte, 
Lionel Messi has an there were more in 
astonishing amount of blue that managed to 


natural talent. But the greatest 
footballers are not those who can 
reach the highest peak, but those 
who make the fewest mistakes. 


doso in increasingly unlikely 
circumstances. We have a title 
race, and it will be sensational to 
sit back and watch it unfold. 


Man marking 


cLlz>, 


(8) 


city. 





MANCHESTER CITY 


Ederson 

Beaten by Mané before near own 
goal. Out of position for goal 7/10 
Danilo 

Preferred to Walker. Strong on 
ball, went walkabout for goal 6/10 
Vincent Kompany 

Strong challenge on Salah earned 
only a booking. Stirring show 6/10 
John Stones 

Cleared own deflected effort off 
line and calm thereafter 6/10 
Aymeric Laporte 

Deployed out of position and 
struggled for spells. Booked 6/10 
Bernardo Silva 

At heart of everything positive 
about City. Assist for first goal 8/10 
Fernandinho 

Late on Robertson. Good passing 
range andled City pressure 8/10 
David Silva 

Struggled for time on ball and had 
shot blocked by Van Dijk 6/10 
Raheem Sterling 

Relished battle with Robertson 
and fed Sané for decisive goal 8/10 
Sergio Aguero 

Hacked down by Lovren early but 
smashed opener fromangle 8/10 
Leroy Sané 

Solid at both ends. Started move 





for first before his winner 7/10 
Substitutions: 
Ilkay Giindogan 
Replaced Silva after Reds goal 6/10 
Kyle Walker 
Aided late defensive effort 5/10 
Nicolas Otamendi 
Fresh legs as City saw out win5/10 
eyes 

LIVERPOOL 

wa J fog 
Alisson 
Nervy display and beaten on the 
angle for both goals 6/10 


Trent Alexander-Arnold 

Constant threat going forward and 
played role in equaliser 8/10 
Virgil van Dijk 

Quick to block David Silva and 
unlucky to end up a loser 
Dejan Lovren 

Brought down Aguero for yellow. 
Slow toreactforbothgoals 5/10 
Andy Robertson 

Enjoyed battle with Sterling and 
flighted ball back for leveller 7/10 
Georginio Wijnaldum 

Kept pace with Fernandinho in 
battle of engine rooms 7/10 
Jordan Henderson 

Struggled to deal with power and 
pace of City’s attacking play 6/10 
James Milner 

Limited in just third game ina 
month. Caught by Laporte 
Mohamed Salah 

Quick feet to play in Mané and was 
tackled late by Kompany 7Il10 
Roberto Firmino 

Quiet first half but revitalised 
after break. Headed equaliser 7/10 
Sadio Mané 

Hit post after holding off Stones 
and constant runner for Reds 7/10 


8/10 


6/10 


Substitutions: 
Fabinho 

Brought more energy 
Xherdan Shaqiri 
Unable to repeat recent form 5/10 
Daniel Sturridge 

Added to forward options 


5/10 


5/10 


a 
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MANCHESTER CITY 
Aguero 40, Sané 72 Ss 





LIVERPOOL 
Firmino 64 





Kevin 





Invincibles no longer, yet enhanced 
in defeat. Manchester City inflicted 
on Liverpool a first loss of the sea- 
son. Liverpool inflicted on City the 
more powerful idea that they might 
just be the better team, the side 
against which all others must now 
be measured. 

They require the confirmation ofa 
Premier League title to substantiate 
that impression, of course. Still four 
points to the good that margin will 
sustain them once the disappoint- 
ment of this mugging in Manchester 
has left them. 

City were run out of shape in 
the first half here, ragged under 
the weight of the red swarm. From 
somewhere City rediscovered 
enough of their best to take the lead 
against the run of play and nick the 
winner on the break. It was a novelty 
to see City sweat like journeymen, 
desperate for purchase in a title race 
that looked to be slipping away over 
Christmas. 

The atmosphere did justice to an- 
other place, another time. As well 
appointed as the Etihad is, on nights 
like this involving fixtures of this 
consequence there is an argument 
for spooling back through time to 
the more visceral surroundings of 
Maine Road, a place that revealed a 
player’s soul. There was no fan tun- 
nel there, no corporate layering, just 
two teams and a ball, which had a 
way of stripping a contest to its es- 
sentials, blue v red, winner takes all. 

As the match settled the sym- 
phonic connectivity that was City’s 
last year was all Liverpool’s, the ball 
passing between red shirts as if pre- 
ordained by a greater authority. The 
celebrated blue carousel that had 
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Manchester City 
Ederson 
Danilo Stones Kompany Waser 


B Silva Fernandinho D Silva 


Sterling Aguero Sané 


Mané Firmino Salah 


Milner Henderson Wijnaldum 


Robertson 


Alexander- 
Lovren 


vaio Araold 


Oo 


Alisson 


Liverpool 


Substitutions: Manchester City Giindogan (D Silva, 
65), Walker (Laporte, 86), Otamendi (Kompany, 88): 
Liverpool Fabinho (Milner, 57), Shaqiri (Mané, 77), 
Sturridge (Wijnaldum, 86); 

Booked: Manchester City Kompany, Laporte, B Silva, 
Ederson; Liverpool Lovren, Wijnaldum. 

Man of the match Sterling. 

Match rating 8/10. 

Possession: Manchester City 51% Liverpool 4.9%. 
Attempts on target: Manchester City 4 Liverpool 5. 
Referee A Taylor (Wythenshawe). Attendance 54,511. 


Top of the Premier League 


PWODL F A Pts 


Liverpool 2117314910 54 
Man City 2116 2 35617 50 
Tottenham 211605 46 21 48 





become City’s hallmark under Pep 
Guardiola was scattered by the Pre- 
mier League’s new power hub. 

To truly understand how the ball 
stayed out of City’s net in the 18th 
minute we shall have to wait for the 
verdict of the Oracle at Delphi. Sadio 
Mané was sliding along the deck in 
celebration when the ball came back 
off.a post. In his haste to clear, John 
Stones whacked it against a clueless 
Ederson and performed the most 
unfeasible act of escapology to hook 
it clear. Just how unfeasible was re- 
vealed by the cameras which showed 


FOOTBALL 


Austin charged for 
insulting gesture 


Charlie Austin has been charged 

by the Football Association for 
allegedly making an “abusive and/ 
or insulting” gesture as he was 
leaving the pitch to be substituted 
during Southampton’s home defeat 
to Manchester City last Sunday. He 
has until 6pm on Monday to respond 
to the charge. Saints manager Ralph 
Hasenhiittl said: “He knows it was 
not the best signal he could give and 
we will talk about this. I hope there 
is no suspension, just a fine.” 


the ball the width of a finger from 
being completely over the line. 

The scything move that cracked 
City wide open was not only an ex- 
pression of power and beauty. It 
was a demonstration of the shift in 
eminence from City to Liverpool. In 
the recent past the mere presence of 
David Silva, Sergio Aguero, Raheem 
Sterling was all the comfort City 
needed. Here they were struggling 
to stay afloat for much of the open- 
ing half. 

Liverpool played with the swagger 
and assurance of a team that knows 
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it’s the goods. They are in this phase 
of the Klopp evolution a beau- 
tifully harmonised exam- 
ple of footballing feng 
shui, all parts bound 
by a force invisible to 
us but felt by them. 
On another night 
an exposed Vincent 
Kompany might have 
gone for the Kamika- 
ze lunge he inflicted on 
Mo Salah. You shudder 
to think how hellish the out- 
come might have been had Salah 


Boulter and Norrie beat Williams 


Britain’s Katie Boulter spoke of the 
“privilege” to play one of her 
idols after she and Cameron 
Norrie beat Serena 
Williams and Frances 
Tiafoe in the mixed 
doubles at the Hopman 
Cup exhibition 
tournament. “She’sa 
champion so to actually 
share the court with her 
is sucha privilege,” Boulter, 
22, said of the 23-time Grand 
Slam winner. “She was one of the 








reasons I started playing tennis and 


she has been an inspiration to me 
throughout my whole career.” 
» Boulter and her partner 
beat the Americans 2-1 in 
the event. Norrie (eft) 
prevailed over world No 39 
Tiafoe and Boulter lost in 
straight sets to Williams 
in the singles. The British 
pairing finished their Group 
B campaign with two wins and 
a defeat but did not progress to the 


a 


final. 


Superb Sané finds deadly finish 


Reds play with conviction but 
lose in the league for first time 


a. 
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not jumped a metre off the deck to 

avoid the two mad feet coming 
for him. 

And then, as the first 

half drew came to a 

close, came Aguero, 

so often City’s guaran- 

tee. Only one player in 

the world scores that 

goal, a waspish drive 

from an acute angle 

after harvesting Ber- 

nardo Silva’s cross. As you 

might expect the goal was 

sufficiently restorative to add half 





to play Serena Williams 
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ayard of pace to City legs, and for the 
opening minutes of the second half it 
fuelled their best spell in the game. 
By increments Liverpool recov- 
ered shape and poise. The equal- 
iser was flagged in the increased 
urgency of Liverpool’s attacks. That 
is was authored by their flying full- 
backs says much about the Klopp 
template. Trent Alexander Arnold 
cut inside to pick out the advancing 
Robertson with a looping left-footed 
pass. Robertson lifted the ball over 
the stranded City defenders for Rob- 


as City b 





Leroy Sané hits 
Manchester 
City’s winner at 
the Etihad last 
night GETTY 
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with his head and set up a breathless 
last half hour. 

That is should be City and Leroy 
Sané in particular who would rise 
in one recidivist flourish shows how 
easily this game can make a fool out 
of any. Sané had been erratic at best. 
None of that mattered when Ster- 
ling put the ball on his toes as he ad- 
vanced towards the box. Sane swung 
that left peg like is was 2018. Allison 
and his team were beaten at last. 


» Daniel Storey, pages 60-61 





reathe life into title race 


Kompany leads quartet of elder 
Statesmen savvy to new ideas 





Mark 
Critchley 


AT THE ETIHAD STADIUM 


t is often said that great teams 

are built with a ‘spine’, a 

central column of protagonists 

that are both literally and 

figuratively central to success. 
Manchester City have sucha 
‘spine’, though it may not be long 
before it is held up by a zimmer 
frame. 

For this greatest test of their title 
defence thus far, City lined up with 
the 32-year-old Vincent Kompany, 
the 33-year-old Fernandinho, the 
32-year-old David Silva and the 
spritely 30-year-old Sergio Aguero. 

All but Aguero will have 
birthdays before the season is 
out. All but Kompany remain 
first-team regulars and integral to 
City’s fortunes. Though purposely 
supplemented by emerging talents, 
this title defence would still be led 
by a group of over-30s. 

Before the champions’ recent 
struggles, this was the one 
easily identifiable weak point 
in their armoury, the gap in 
the Centurions’ Testudo if you 
will. How will an ageing band of 
key men maintain the intense 
and exacting demands of Pep 
Guardiola’s football again? 

When the four elder statesmen 
of this squad were named together 
on the teamsheet, you feared for 
City. When kick-off came and the 
evening’s proceedings began at a 
relentless, breathless pace, you 
feared a little more. 

But then you saw Fernandinho 
charging down lost causes until 
they were revived, flying through 
the back of Sadio Mané and then 
minutes after catching Andy 
Robertson ever so slightly late, just 
to let him know he wanted to. 

You saw Silva, after a decade of 
building a reputation as a sublime 
and delicate technician, harrying 








every one of his other team-mates, 
whether that involved a 15-yard 
sprint to close down possession or 
nipping at the heels of opponents 
edging past him. 

And you saw Aguero, still every 
bit a threat as he ever was, opening 
the scoring from an unlikely angle 
with quite an incredible finish. 

It was made only more brilliant 
by the fact that it was a carbon copy 
of one scored earlier this season. 
Both Liverpool and Manchester 


while the game was still goalless 
for a late first-half challenge which 
clipped Mohamed Salah’s toe. He 
later allowed Roberto Firmino 

to bypass him while Robertson 
shaped to square across goal. 
Firmino moved into space at the 
far post and restored a short-lived 
parity for the visitors. 

Yet this crucial victory in City’s 
title defence was otherwise the 
story of their old guard meeting 
the challenges of the new age. 


United have nowlearned  _ Liverpool’s famed press, 
that, even at 80, his EQnren in theory so threatening 
powers are not waning. kick- off to City’s key men through 
Aguero was not above the middle, failed to ever 
the physical battle either, Came and the truly get started. Perhaps 
and showcased the proceedings that was a deliberate 
tireless running play that beganata tactic by Jitirgen Klopp. If 
has made Gabriel Jesus breathless so, it backfired. 
an understudy. Nor did he pace, you Liverpool’s hope now 
shirk the psychological fear es dalittle is that this victory does 
contest. : not spur City on to close 
When Leroy Sané more for City the gap further and that 
restored City’s lead, the ground Guardiola’s 


he was there standing by for any 
rebound on the goal-line, offering a 
triumphant fist bump in the face of 
the deflated Virgil van Dijk. 

The only member of the quartet 
to struggle with the pace of it all 
was perhaps their figurehead 
Kompany, whose experience 
was favoured over the big-game 
innocence of Oleksandr Zinchenko, 
with Aymeric Laporte covering at 
left back. 

Kompany should have seen red 


title defence is built upon begins to 
crumble once again. 

Fernandinho could get another 
injury, of course. Aguero’s knee 
ligaments are sadly not what they 
used be. 

If the defence do not crumble, 
though, then City will at least keep 
this title race alive all the way 
down the stretch, with their ‘spine’ 
of elder statesmen pushing both 
Liverpool and themselves to the 
very limit. THE INDEPENDENT 


Liverpool within millimetres of taking the lead 
ri Rene 
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x ee Liverpool came so 
Uslis sls close to taking the 
‘ei “et lead after 18 minutes 
am when, after Sadio 
, Mané had hit the 
“5, post, John Stones’ 
clearance rebounded 
¥@ off keeper Ederson 
“ys towards the goal but 
4p) goalline technology 
S275") (left) showed the ball 
, did not fully cross 


the line. 











erto Firminoto convert at fullstretch » Playerratings, page 61 and harassing Liverpool as much as 
FOOTBALL RUGBY UNION GOLF S t t 
° e e e porton tv 
Morelos in clear Halfpenny tosee head specialist Wristbreak keeps 
over Celtic antics Harrington at home 


Rangers striker Alfredo Morelos 
has no disciplinary charges to 
answer from the 1-0 win over Celtic 
at Ibrox. He appeared to kick out at 
Hoops skipper Scott Brown, stand 
on defender Anthony Ralston and 
flick out his hand at midfielder Ryan 
Christie’s groin area during the 
victory on 29 December. However, 
referee John Beaton saw all three 
incidents in their entirety and on 
that basis no action can be taken. 

» Defoe heads to Ibrox, p59 


Wales star Leigh Halfpenny is to 
see a specialist about the 
concussion that has 
sidelined him for almost 
two months. The 
Scarlets full-back 

has not played since 
Wales’ Principality 
Stadium clash against 
Australia on 10 
November. Halfpenny 
(right) went off near the 
end of that game after being on 

the receiving end of a late challenge 








from Wallabies centre Samu Kerevi. 


He was selected for the Scarlets 
against Cardiff Blues last 
weekend, but was a late 
withdrawal after suffering 
headaches. And Scarlets 
head coach Wayne 
Pivac said: “He is seeing 
a specialist, and that 
will hopefully give us an 
accurate time-frame for 
him in terms of coming back 
to play,” Pivac said. “We will know 
more next week.” 


Three-time major winner Padraig 
Harrington will not start his 

2019 campaign until February 
after breaking a bone in his wrist 
when falling down some stairs in 
mid-December. Harrington had 
planned to contest the European 
Tour events in Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai later this month, but is now 
targeting a first appearance of the 
season at the PGA Tour’s AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am from 7-10 
February. 


Cricket: South Africa v Pakistan 
Sky Sports Cricket, 825am 
Tennis: Brisbane International 
BT Sport 1,9am 

Rugby union: Sale v Saracens 
BT Sport 1,7pm 

Football: Tranmere v Tottenham 
BT Sport 2,7.15pm 

Golf: Tournament of Champions 
Sky Sports Golf, 11pm 

Cricket: Australia v India 

BT Sport 1,1115pm 

Basketball: Celtics v Mavericks 
Sky Sports Action, 1am 














‘T never thought it 
would happer’ - 
England women 
earn pro deals 








Upbeat DeGale 
vows to knock 
Eubank Jnr 
into retirement 








The Tranmere 
striker who is 
scoring more 
than Kane 
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By James Olley 


Mesut Ozil’s future at Arsenal will 
be reviewed at the end of the season 
after the midfielder and the club dis- 
tanced themselves from the possibil- 
ity of a transfer this month. 

There had been speculation the 
30-year-old could leave during Jan- 
uary after starting just three of the 
past 12 matches due to injury and, 
more significantly, head coach Unai 


. 





Back in 
the hunt 


City end Liverpool's shot at an 
Uhalolcrelkclamcycrohve)amsla(emacelbla 
foes owe Gaton ce) oncom e)bimere)iale 


» Report, analysis and ratings, p60-63 


Emery omitting him for “tactical 
reasons”. Emery was forced to deny 
rumours of a training ground bust- 
up earlier in the season but, regard- 
less, Ozil has not played the key role 
many would expect of a player earn- 
ing £350,000 a week. 

However, Ozil said last November 
that he was open to staying for the 
rest of his career, a position which 
has not changed despite the difficult 
period. 


Ozil’s agent, Dr Erkut Sogut, reit- 
erated that stance on Wednesday by 
declaring he is “100 per cent com- 
mitted” to Arsenal and is open to ex- 
tending his existing contract, which 
expires in 2021. Ozil had rejected 
offers from Asia worth a staggering 
£1million a week to sign a new deal 
last January and it is believed several 
clubs from the region remain inter- 
ested in making similar offers should 
he indicate a willingness to leave. 





Arsenal to review Ozil’s future at end of season 


_ However, Emery has welcomed 
Ozil’s desire to fight for his place 
and it is understood the relationship 
between the pair has not yet signifi- 
cantly deteriorated despite a differ- 
ence in opinion over his worth to the 
team. An offer from one of Europe’s 
leading teams would test the resolve 
of club and player, but Arsenal are 
in no rush to sell. EVENING STANDARD 





Transfer news, p59 
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